3 Other Men In Critical Condition; |
Coroner Will Not Charge Drive, 16 1961 r

Robert G, Harrison, 82-yearold lireman burned Sat-| 2

urday when a gasoline truck caught fire and éxploded on
the Anthony Wavne Trail near Vinton Street Saturday
died last night at 9:20 in Mercy Hospital.

lived at 652 Lodge Ave,
Three other firemen are
still listed in ecritical condi-
tion in Toledo Hospitals.
Ty, Harry Mignerey, cor-
oner, said last night he would
not bring a manslaughter—or
any other—charge against the
driver of the tandem gasoline
truck that caught fire, expglod-
ed and set fire to four homes.
Cites Call To Firemen
He said the driver,
Baum, 49, Swanion, called lre-

men and that _
biamed for injuries sustained

juries were purely accidental
and in the line of dutly.

Mr. Harrison, a fireman with
Mo, § Fire Station, Broadway
and Logan Street, was one of
the first at the fire scene Sat-
urdav. He was pulled from the
edre of the fire by Charles
Burng, 3161 Wineton Rlvd,, (ire-
man with No, 8 company,

Mr. Harrison had been with
the fAre division since Sept. 1,
192, and last Wednesday re-
ceived a pin for 40 wvears of
service with the cily,

When he first joined the divi-|

sion, Mr_ Harrison served briel-
Iv at No. 10 and No, 11 stations
and on Now, 21, 1820 was as-
signed as hook and ladder driv-
er at No. 5 station, a position
he held until hiz death,

Served At Greatl Lakes

In 1842 Mr. Harrison joined
the U.S. Navy and served as
firerman Specialist at the
Great Lakes Naval Training
Station, IIl. In 1045, he redurned
to the fire division

He was a lifelong resident
of Toledo and attended New-
bury School. He was a1 mem-
ber of the Damascus Lodge,
Scottish Rite, South Side Post
of the American Legion and the
Firefighlers union

Mi. Harrison is survived by
his wife, lda: sister, Mrs.
Grace Lake, and brothers, Joe,
Paiterson, Warren and Charles,
all of Toledo.

Mr, Harrison

The body will be in the Coyle
Mortuary, Broadway, next dnor
to Wo. 5 Fire Station, where ||
Mr. Harrisonm served most ol
hiz 40 vears as a fireman.

Officials Defend Use
OFf Water On Truch

Edward |

he cannot be| :
oy ! Chief Arnold Papenhagen dis-
hy the firemen. He =aid the in-| counted the theory that the wa-

Firemen followed proper pro- )
cedure by pouring water on the
truck, local and state fire offi-
cials said yesterday.

ter touched aff the series of
explosions that spread fire over
a wide area of the Trail-Vinton
Streel wvicinity. '

- Water is advised as the only
methad 'to fight a gasoline fire
by the petroleum companies
themselves,” the chief empha-
sized. He gaid company 1man-
ualy specifically state that
water shoold .be used for cool)
ing purposeés to cut down the
pressure ol escaping fumes. s

Explains Use Of Foam

The use of chemical foam is
{nol recommended in the early
lnlagl::i of # gasoline fire, Chief
| Pupenhagen added. Foam was
|used in later stages of the,
' blaze Saturday on the Trail, he
| said.

Gasoline tankers are not sup-
posed to explode, he said, and
it is the purpose of an investi-
gation now being conducted by
the fire division and Standard |
0l Co., to find out why il did. )
The truck thal exploded was s.;
Enhip vehicle,

The chiel was supported by

Joseph Guitteau, deputy state
fire marshal, who said he is
“i100 per cent In accord with
{the way the fire was handled
|by the Toleda fire division."

| *“I'm sick and tired of hchr-
ling from all of the Monday]
| morning q u a r terbacks," Mr.
| Guitieau remarked in refer-
ence o criticisms voiced :.i'l:.\-nlut1I




ater on the ianker

nal Board of Fire
s was cited hy Mr.
endorsing the use
on  gasoline fires.
be used to eliminate
Lol fumes which lead
s, he said.

J e part in the fire in-
i along with company
| engineers and the Taledo fire
s | prevention -bureau.
&« A preliminary report sent to
. (hix Erl.geﬂnrs. Mr. Guilteau
f;;_igl. includes a commendation
for Taledo firemen for the way
thex “went in after the fire"
" with praise for police-
+f | en, hospital and anvone tak-
o Ing part.in the tragedy.
n | Fireman Genson Back
| On Critical List
Fireman William Genson, 33,
of 2466 Becoltwood Ave,, was
returned to the critical list in
| Mercy Hospital yesterday, He
""|had been removed from the
't list earlier in the day.
13| Alsg jn eritical condilion sre
'® | Deputy Chief Ewald Bode, 38,
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