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CONSTITUTION 

ARTICLE I. 
NAMJ! 

The name of thi: o rganizalion shall be the 
"TOLEDO ROTARY CLUB." 

ARTICLE II. 
OBJ];CTS 

(a) 'l'o dnelop and exchange among its mem­
ber,; the newest, best and mosl successful bus­
iness ideas: and to promote progre sivc and 
honorable mclliods in trade gener:tlly. 

(b) To advat1ce the individual business io­
lcr csts of its members, through the media of 
acquaintanceship, publicity and personal recom­
mendi'.ltion, anc\ by having each member endeavor 
lo give individual and spcciat attention a11d 
consideration to business from fellow members 
and lhdr friend . 

( c) To promo t e the best interests of tlJe City 
of Toledo, Ohio, commercially and otherwise, 
and to foster and spread the spiral of Civic pride 
and loyalty among its 'ritizens. 

(d) 'ro promote good fellowship by strength­
ening the ties of friendship among business ac­
quaintances. 

(e) 'l'o broaden the members by contact w1tl1 
men of widely different occupation. and to study 
and appreciate the special en•ice and proper 
interests of each of them. 

(r) To promote advanced and ethical standnras 
i.n business conduct by teaching that seryice iJ; 
the only basis for p robable or deserved success. 

ARTICLE III. 
MEMUERSlill' QO.\l.U'JCA'l'lONS 

Section 1. Any person who is directly . and not 
mdirectly, employed as proprietor , partner, cor­
porate officer, sale manager, purchasi11g agent 
of a local firm or corporation, or resident man­
ager of a foreign firm o r corpora~ion, engaged 
in any reputable business or profes11ional und◄ r-

3 



taking in the City of Toledo, shall be eligible to 
membership. 

Provided, that no person shall be elected to 
membership who is engaged in a line of business 
already directly, and not indire<;tly, represented 
by a member. 

PARTNERSBlP MEMBERS 

Sec. 2. Partners of members and officers of a 
corporation already represented m;iy, on motion 
of s uch member, or on motion of the rep1·ese11-
tative of such corporation, become eligible to 
membership, but the membership of such person 
shall not endure longer than his partnership with 

. such member, and the membership of such cor­
porate o fficer shall not endure longer than his 
official connection with such corporation. 

WALTINC UST 

Sec. 3. Applications for membership may be 
received at any time in any line of business al­
ready represen ted in the membership. Such ap­
plications shall be filed and constitute a waiti11g 

- list to be acted upon in the order of their re,:eipt 
when a vacancy shall occur in said applicant's 
line of business. 

DURATION OF MJo;MBUSRIP 

Sec. 4. Membership s hall endure for li fe, unless 
forfeited as hereinafter and in the By-Laws pro­
vided, or until a member changes his line of 
business and thereby comes in competitio n with 
some other member. In such event, the person 
who has changed his business shall cease to be 
a member but his name s hall be placed at the 
bead of the waiting list in his new line of bus­
iness. Any member may be expelled at any 
monthly meeting, a quorum being present, by a 
two-thirds affirmative vote, provided that such 
member shall have been given at least ten days' 
written notice of such pending motion, with rea­
son for his proposed expulsion, either by per­
sonal delivery by the Secretary o r by registered 
letter. 

FORFEITURE OF MEMBERSHIP 

Sec. 5. Any member who refuses or neglects to 
pay any indebtedness to the Club within ten 
days after demand has been made by registered 
letter or personally from the Secretary shall 
thereby forfeit his membership. 

Any member who has been absent from four 
consecutive meetings and fails to deliver to the 
President or Secretary a written explanation in 
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sufficient time for presentation at the next direct­
ors' meeting, which explanation shall prove sat­
isfactory to a majority of the Board of Directors, 
shall, by action of the Board of Directors, be 
declared to have forfeited his membership, pro­
vided that any member who has been absent for 
four consecutive meetings, shall be noti fied of 
such fact by registered letter by the Secretary 
before such action is taken. 

Any member who, personally or if anyone 
connected in any way with the concern he repre­
sents, shall become a member of any other club 
or organization in the City of Toledo, which 
limits its membership to one member in any 
one line of business, and whose objects or pur­
poses shall be the promotion of the business in­
terests of its members, shall thereby forfeit his 
membership. 

Any member who forfeits his membership shall 
also forfeit any dues he may have paid. 

llLECTION TO Ml;;MBJ,:RSHIP 

Sec. 6. Caudidates who have been duly found 
eligible by the membership committee shall be 
declared elected by the unanimous vote of the 
Board of Directors a t any regular or special 
meeting of said Board, a quorum being present, 
provided that all names of applicants, together 
with the name of firm represented, their official 
title and the classification under which applica­
tion is made, shall have first been mailed to the 
last known address of all members, who shall 
have ten days in which to fi le an objection lo 
any of said applicants, such objection to be made 
either verbally or in writing to any member of 
the Membershil,l Committee or to the Secretary 

· of the Club. The Chairman of the Membership 
Committee shall at the end of ten days report to 
the Board of Directors the names of all applicants 
found duly eligible, also those to whom objec­
tions have been made, together with such ob­
jections. The Board of Directors shall fi rst vote 
upon such objections and one vote in favor of 
an objection shall sustain the objection and pre­
vent the election of the applicant in question. 

RES!CNA1'ION 

Sec. 7. The resignation of any member shall 
become operative immediately upon delivery of 
same to the President or Secretary, provided that 
all indebtedness of said member to the Club has 
been paid. 
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ARTICLE IV. 

OFFICERS 

The officers shall be President, First Vice-Pres­
ident, Second Vice-Presiden t, Secretary, Treas­
urer, Statistican and Board of Directors. 

ARTICLE V. 

DUT!£S OF O~'FICERS 

PRJlSIDENT 

Section 1. It shall be the duty of the President 
to preside at all meetings of the Club and of the 
Board of Directors and to perform such other 
duties as ordinarily pertain to that office. He 
shall not be eligible for re-election. 

FmsT VrcE-PRJlsIDENT 

Sec. 2. It shall be the duty of the First Vice­
President, in the absence of the President, to 
preside at all meetings of the Club, and of the 
Board of Directors, and to perform such other 
duties as ordinarily pertain to that office. 

SECOND VICE-PRESIDENT 

Sec. 3. It shall be the duty of the Second Vice­
President, in the absence of the President and 
First Vice-President, to preside at all meetings 
of the Club and of the Board of Directors, and 
to perform such other duties as ordinarily per­
tain to that office. 

SECRETARY . 

Sec. 4. It shall be the duty of the Secretary to 
keep a perfect record of the minutes of each 
meeting, to collect a.nd receive all moneys due to 
the Club, keep an accurate record of the same, 
and to deliver all such funds to the Treasurer, 
together with a detailed statement thereof, at 
each monthly meeting; keep a complete list of 
the members, together with the name of the firm 
or corporation each is connected with, the char­
acter of his business, his business address and 
telephone numbers; send out notice of meetings, 
and to perform such other duties as ordinarily 
pertain to the office and as are provided for herein. 

TREASURER 

Sec. 5. It shall be the duty of the Treasurer to 
hold custody of all funds, account for same to 
the Club at its annual meeting, and at any other 
time upon demand by the Board of Directors; 
and on his retirement from office to turn over to 
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his successor, or to the President, all books of 
account and funds in his possession belonging to 
the Club, and to perform such other duties as 
ordinarily pertain to the office, or are provided 
for herein. He shall give such bonds as may be 
required by the Board of Directors, and any ex­
pense for such bond shall be paid by the Club. 

STATISTIClAN 

Sec. 6. It shall be the duty of the Statistician to 
keep a record of the items of business transacted 
or influenced between members. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Sec. 7. The Board of Directors shall consist of 
the President, First Vice-President, Second Vice­
President, Secretary, Treasurer, and four other 
members, who shall constitute the governing 
body, and whose decision in all matters shall be 
final (except as provided in Article Seven of the 
Constitution); shall have general control over 
all officers and committees, and may for good 
cause declare any office or offices vacant. Appeal 
from the decision of all committees and from the 
rulings of all officers may be taken to the Board 
of Directors. 

ARTICLE VI. 

JlLECTlON OF OFFICERS 

The general election of all officers and direct­
ors shall take place at the annual meeting to be 
held on the third Tuesday in June. All officers 
shall be elected for one year, or until their suc­
cessors are elected and installed. 

Whenever any office becomes vacant, the va­
cancy shall be filled by receiving nominations of 
candidates for such office at the meeting follow­
ing such vacancy, and the election of such suc­
cessor at the next monthly meeting thereafter. 
The Secretary shall mail a notice to the members 
of such meeting and election, containing the 
names of all the candidates placed in nomination. 

ARTICLE VII. 

Appeal may be taken from any resolution or 
action by the Board of Directors, within one 
month following the adoption of such resolution 
or action by written request of members consti­
tuting twenty-five per cent of the total member­
ship of the Club and filed with the Secretary. 

When such written request is filed with tlie 
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Secretary it shall be bis duty to notify all mem­
bers of the Club of the contents of said request, 
at least one week in advance of t he date of the 
meeting, at which the same shall be brought up 
for discussion. At such meeting any member 
may call for a discussion of the resolution or 
action appealed from and if a majority of the 
total membership of the Club are in favor of re­
scinding the action or resolution of the Board 
of Directors the same s hall be considered void 
and of no effect. 

ARTICLE VIII. 

AMENDMENTS 

Amendments to these Articles may be made 
by a vote of two-thirds of the members present 
at any monthly meeting; provided that before 
such amendment is voted on, a copy of the pro­
posed amendment shall be mailed, together with 
a notice of the time of the meeting at which it 
is to be voted on, to each member at leas t one 
week before such meeting. 
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BY- LAWS 

ARTICLE I. 
MEETINGS 

Section 1. The meetings of the Toledo Rotary 
Club shall be every Friday or every other Friday 
as the Board of Directors may elect. The month­
ly business meeting of the Club shall be held on 
the third Tuesday of each month. 

Sec. 2. The regular meeting of the Board of 
Directors shall be held on the second Tuesday of 
every month. Special meetings of the Board of 
Directors shall be called by the President when­
ever he deems it necessary, or whenever re­
quested, in writing, by two members of the Board. 
At least 24 hours' shall be given by the Secre­
tary to members of the Board of all such meet­
ings. Seven members shall constitute a quorum. 

ARTICLE IL 
QUORUMS 

Twenty-five per cent. or moTe of the members 
shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of 
business a t any meeting of this Club. 

ARTICLE III. 
PROXIES 

Proxies s hall not be recognized. 

ARTICLE IV. 
INITIATION FE£S AND DU£S 

'rhe initiation fee shall be $10.00, which shall 
accompany the application for membership. In 
the event any application is rejected such initfa­
tion fee shall be refunded to the rejected candi­
date. 

Membership dues shall be $10.00 per annum, 
payable semi-annually in advance, provided new 
members shall not be liable for dues for the 
quarter in which they are admitted. The fiscal 
year commences July 1st. 
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ARTICLE V. 

METHOD OF VOTING 

All bus.iness of this organization shall be trans­
acted by viva voce vote, except election of officers 
and directors, which shall be by ballot. 

ARTICLE VI. 

COMMI'l'TE!sS 

The President shall appoint the following com-
mittees: 

Membership. 
Publicity. 
Grievance. 
Audit. 
Entertainment. 

All committees, unless otherwise provided for, 
shall be appointed by the President. The Presi­
dent and Secretary shall be members ex-officio 
of all committees. 

ARTICLE VII. 

The Membership Committee shall consist of 
five members. The duties of the Membership 
committee shall be to investigate the eligibility 
of each person proposed for membership. 

Whenever there is any question as to whether 
the business of a candidate infringes upon or 
comes in competition with the business of any 
member, it shall be the duty of the Membership 
Committee to discuss the matter with such mem­
ber, and if it shall then be the judgment of tho 
Membership Committee that the admission of 
the candidate be an infringement upon the rights 
of such member, then the Membership Commit­
tee shall declare the candidate ineligible. 

ARTICLE VIII. 

PU1lLlCITY COMMITTEE 

Tbe Publicity Committee shall consist of two 
members, and it shall be the dnty of such Com­
mittee to devise and -put into execution plans to 
publish information relative to the affairs of the 
Toledo Rotary Club, so far as it is consistent 
with its genera\ intents and purposes, and to 
assist in the organization and establishment of 
similar clubs throughout the United States. 

ARTICLE IX. 

GRIEVANCE COMMITT!s!s 

The Grievance Committee shall consist of three 
members, whose duty it shall be to give consider-
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ation to and pass upon the merits of all com­
plaints of one member against another .. 

The Grievance Committee shall report its find­
ings at any meeting and ~ny ~ember f<;>l!nd 
guilty of entering into a bus111ess 111 compet1t10n 
with other members shall be expelled by two­
thirds vote of the members present, notice of 
such meeting and of the findings of the Grievance 
Committee having been mailed by registered 
letter to such offending member by the Secretary, 
at least ten days before the meeting at which the 
decision of the Grievance Committee is to be 
voted on. 

Any member found guilty of disclosing to a 
non-member information about prospective bus­
iness obtained at any meeting, shall be expelled 
by two-thirds vote of the members present; no­
tice of the decision of the Grievance Committee 
and of the time when the same is to be voted on, 
shall be mailed by the Secretary by registered 
letter to the offending member at least ten days 
prior to such meeting. 

Any complaining member may appeal from 
any adverse decision of the Grievance Committee 
to the Board of Directors. 

ARTICLE X. 
AUDIT COMlliUT'rllE 

The Audit Committee shall consist of three 
members, whose duty it shall be to audit the 
books of the club at least once a year. 

ARTICLE XI. 

ENTERTAINMENT COMMITTEe 

The Entertainment Committee shall consist of 
five members, whose duty it shall be to arrange 
for suitable social gatherings after receiving the 
approval of the Board of Directors. 

ARTICLE XII. 

NOMINATION COMMI'l'TEe 

'!'he nomination Committee shall consist of 
seven members. At the monthly meeting held 
on the third Tuesday in May of each year, the 
members present s,hall elect the Nomination 
Committee, one of whom shall be an officer or 
member of any standing committee of the Club. 
Notice of the meeting for this purpose shall be 
mailed by the Secretary to all members of the 
Club, at least three days before the time such 
meeting is held. 

The Nomination Committee shall, within ten 
days after their election, prepare and mail to each 
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~ember a blank ballot contammg the names of 
all offices to be filled, with a blank space under­
neath each office mentioned, together with a 
stamped envelope, addressed to the Chairman. 
Any member desiring to nominate a candidate 
shall write on such ballot the name or names of 
his candidates, and shall mail the same to the 
Chairman of the Nomination Committee within 
such time as said Committee shall prescribe. The 
Chairman shall hold said envelopes unopened 
until the meeting of the Committee, at which 
meeting the envelopes shall be opened and the 
two candidates fo r each office nominated by the 
highest and next highest number of members 
shall be the nominees. The Nomination Com­
mittee shall then prepare a printed ballot con­
taining th e names of the two candidates fo r each 
office, and shall mail a copy of such ballot to each 
member of the Club at least one week prior to 
the Annual Election. 

ARTICLE XIII. 

ORDER QI,' BUSINESS 

Section 1. The Order of Business at the noon­
day meeting shall be at the discretion of the 
President. 

Sec. 2. The Order of Business at the monthly 
business meetings shall be as follows: 

Reading of minutes of las t meeting. 
Report of the Board of Directors . 
Report of R egular Committees. 
Reports of Special Committees. 
Communications. 
Report of Treasurer. 
Reports of Business Receiv ed, Given or Influ-

enced. 
Installation of Officers. 
Unfinished Business. 
New Business. 
For the Good of the Club. 

ARTICLE XIV. 

AMENDMENTS 

Amendments may be made to these By-Laws 
by a vote of two-thirds of the members who may 
be present at any monthly meeting; provided, that 
before such amendment shall be voted on a 
written copy of the proposed amendment be pre­
sented and read at the meeting previous to the 
meeting at which it shall be voted on, and pro­
vided that a copy of such proposed amendments 
shall be mailed to each member at least one week 
before the meeting, at which time same is to be 
voted on. 
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