Swing To Party Politics
More Evident Since 1939

Indepen_dent Movements Hit Peak
Under Mayors Jones And Whitlock
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""“IEIET oharrvers apparentlv agree that in the recent muy.
u-l nl?_:nr.-al eleetion the Repoblican Party won a eonsidep-
able triumph amd the Democratic Party suffered & corre-
aponding sethack. In the fland of speeslation and anulvsis

which has {ollowed] the eleetion one curious «

prems do have heeip lafgely
n'-'-e*r_lmmkprl; nel onlyv in Jetger
but in spirit Toledoe's aTevrEar-
ol charter denies to the Mo
B L_h'l ican mrol Demoerati
parties, ax such, any funelinn a1
&ll in the glfairz of the city
Althnugh Lthe Toledn charier
hax been amended several Binjes
the |z=ue of the ponpari=an bal-
Il has never heon specifically
apbmtied tooihe cipcroraie sinee
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revive perle primsvies and pariy|
desigmations for eandidates .‘--:|
municipai sifice. Thore 18, hawe|
puer. & growing body of pvidence
sendine L shrew thal. #L Lhe
Yrasl, the Tolcdn weler tordsy “:f-l
lpger reenls the IRECrveniiin
nl political partics o municipsl
glootinms. On Nav, B fo cite Lthe
latest caxamphe, andy fwa crena il
candidates ran  withour party|
epdopsemiend, ami  they mlaced
18tk and [3h respeehively, at
the Botiom nf the Ti-l.

Te many wlder woigis of T

ledn thix chsnge in o@insem st
represenl B rathei slarthing crm-
traxt, lar there was a fime n the
nnb fan Temile past when the
penpartisan appeal was one of
the most effeciive that eoutd be’
made  an  electinn dav, The
gradusl undernuning of the nom-
partisan position. repidly aceei-
grated in reccnt  weals,  cobe
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Fremy of all parliss

gtitytes a mpst interesting el
seade it ihe palitical history of
Taleda. :

The so-called independent
movement in Toledo began on
March, 12808, The coceslon was

the Repuslican city convention,
and the place was Memaorial
Hall. The convention had mel

tr nomnate & Republican candi-

date for mayer, bul its principal

accamplisthment was a prawide

ke ifmpelus which leunched the|

ponpartisan dea.
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Jonp= harl REep
the [lepuinlichne
apfl ¢legiedd maAavar im 1807, sl
His erruet iy ofliee h=d st fim
1he supperi of make party lead-
prx who weie delgrmined Lo
reevent hia renomination,  Mr
deres was equally determined
gn get il But i any Case he liad
fo iniendinf of withdrawing Erom
thr Tace. Az if turmed ouat, he
1ozt the nomubatinn by a very
clage wote, mbod then announced
burnself as an independent candi-
date. On cleclion day he  ve-
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| Dermsecratle  ratdidales  comi-
bined, and he carried every
precinct in the city bul cme.

Swept away by the magnituede
of his stunning victary, BMr
Jones offered himsell as a aon-
partisan candidate o govermor
i the fafl eleclion of 16809 He
was beaten, of eourse, sed van
far behind the Republican and
Demacratic candidates, bt #ven
A e recdived A suTpri=mels
kigh wote. For the resl of hik
life Me. Jones uwsed up much of
hiz - tnergy in an unremitiing
war upon poelitical partics.

*

EADCRACY as 5 was of

life hae had few warmer
defenders than Jones, Twt it
1= i clear that ke ever regl-
b understaed the workings
nf demiaceaiic governmment, Mo
Jrnes  interpeeted  ponparisan
I micEn anlipariv: he relused
fa peron klE many Teliovers n
orfganize thomselves 5z a [ormal
motitbeal unil. ard when they dud
oo withoud his consenl he gave
them nn suppori. The rvesuit
was that ke never could cor-
mand any signilicant suppart in
counchl, and in conseguence fnej
net accamplishrment of his long)
tenure of the office of mayer
was very ltdle. :

Far instance, the first plank n
his P]a'.j'ﬂrrn [pi mulicipal e
farm was the public cwnership
of public wtilities, But fac [rom)
acquiring  any  new  ulilities dor
Toleds, be only  suceeeded o
insing one of the most imporiant
that the city possessed=Lhe nat-
ural gas works and pipe line—at
ihe 1ime be ieak affice, In shorl,
while Mr, Jones remaihed 10
nffice ac lang as he lived—he
was re-clected mavor in 1901
g agein jm EB0i—he was mel,
able 1a got mueh gnne BRCEET
ne wodld nad albew  his sugpgord-
ers im arpanize and caplure Com.
tend af gonncii. !

The positinn ol the palitizal
":\ETUE'E during ihe .\_I-'\-FPF_ rra
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leaders were salidiy agzinit the
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