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PATIENCE AND EDUCATION THE DEr-1A NDS 

OF THE HOUR. 

I am entirely in. sympathy \Vith your noble purposes, 
and am, indeed, doing just what you are; that is, I a,n do­
ing my best. But t he more I study the question of life 
the more 3cttlcd I 11n1 bccon1i11~ iu -llu: .~oncluslon t.il ~t 

there is really no short cut or hurry-up road to righteous­
ness, or right relation, which I understand to n1ean lhe 
same thing. I have entirely abandoned the hope once 
strong ,vi thin me of compelling people to live scicnt ific 

' lives because a "la,v had been passed." . 
Of course, every consideration of "wisdon1 and hun,ani ty . 

of expediency and simple justice, alike call for a govern­
mental policy which shall substitute an army of ,vcalth­
creafors for a large standing army of destruction"; anc.l 
when considerations of wisdom shall direct ·our govern­
mental policy, all that will be done. On our present plane 
we lack just one element' necessary to carry out your ideal ' . . 
and mine-that it, an ideal of social.justice-and· it is very 
important and fuhdamental; its name is wisdoni. .' \Ve are .. 
not yet a democracy. It is assumed that we arc and that 
we have a governn1<!nf of the people; but you and every 
one of us ,vho thinks knows full well that'our Governn1ent 
is, indeed, a government of a v:ery select iew.,...not bec:,usc 
of any special venality ' in the- select few, but because we 

• \ ' 1 ... _} 

are as yet in that'. developmental stage of our, national life 
•J. l' ' 

where"'Only a ~ery ~ma~l percentage ofr'icthe p~opl~ a~e any 
.. · ,. . ,., ~ 'll 
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• '. <j •. part in tl1c affairs of government. One-half of the race, ' 
the women, a re yet declared pblitically . .a:tia ~cially unequal, 
and both men a nd women ffcccpt' this as being d iv inely 
ordained. } '· ·• · 

Then, under our elementary system .of pcirtizan politics, 
only a very few men really have anything to do w:lh the 
selection oi the officials ,vho arc to express o:, r idcah of a 
righteous social order. That again is not due to the ma levo­
lcncc of •'corrupt politicians,'"' as is so comtn only a ru i flip­
pantly charged; it is due to the indi~c.ence, o r rather t he 
unde,·elopcd state of m ind that both the politicians :1:.<l t he 
people arc yet in. 

From these and similar reficctions," I a.-n s!owly learning 
that the moral universe is subject to law .cs well as t he :na­
t'crial; that God has not gone ott on a vacation and lc:t the 
affairs oi the race to run theinseh.·es· in a son of h !t-or .. rr. i!s. 
catch-as-catch-can u ·ay as appears to you a:.d rnc ; but 
that, according to His proc:esses~ justi~c is to be w:-ough l 
out of what :appears to us to be littleasho7t o : co:.ft:s io n 
and chaos. '\Ve. arc learning the lesson oi li k in the only 
way and· the only place: that it can be lea.-ncc: ; that :s, in 
the university of experience. I am a student in :his 
school, and daily I am· learning to. ·be; more lo"ing, :norc 

• patient, and .to hit.·c faith that the divuic purpose :s go,ng 
sfcadily forward and that justice . _rul es. God"s la·.,· is. 
never sus~ded. not even for a si~glc"'i'nstant. no n♦3Hc.t 
what the revised statutes say . 

. ,Charles Ferguson, in ~ ne\v book~ The Rcl:gion of De- . 
mocraby,". has stafed a ·great -truth•that·-wc shall <lo wel l 10 l ~ __ .._.., 

consi?c:r, a~d st~t~d _it "."ry· tcrsel:>.7 :~ i J;.uropc :ind America 
arc s,ck wath th~.sn1gh~a~e.:0£~.thcu·,1 dn,ams. They h:i,·e 

f dr~am~d of . D,~nf~cracy,~ap,d~i,n.~~~c•~i'.:'-'.ms ha ve ach ieved · 
~ t tibe!t)'-bu('..only1:in their}'.'dreams,,~1i'8e:_othcnvisc." And I 

l!. .:pin,'hc:,'say,.sA)iat,t whct;; he'fueb'·'1~ 1~c' justice they wilr 
rhat:-..; .. J;~-a1tic• J .,,.tf~.'tllf - ~. ~~~·•1-t.:,.~·· ~,.. ~Jt I ·~ ... ~ .. ' - ~ •~<i'.).~~-,._..,- ..,....(j ,_ ·~ 

• i • f ~ ~"' ~ :t· ~ ¥.q . •I . ·i'\ _t>-'".•~l t ~ ·,.i . .· + ;l.:.u:~~e.l~~~~~ ingp;~~~~ci'a:~tt.i :1-m~o ·,ii only hop.:.; and,' 
~ocsti;wc ft tio;-"a · l! 1 ,,::. i:ir.fo~~ntinlrc~ 
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faithfu l to the truth :i.s uch one sh.II sec ~ In_til<! v·o:ds---, 
oi the l:nlc Snnday-schooi wng-
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