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'REASONS WHY

THE BILL TO ENABLE CONVICTS TO ASSIST IN.
THE SUPPORT OF THEIR WIVES AND =
CHILDREN SHOULD PASS.

Fzrst—The State, while -inflicting pumshment upom: the
‘crlmmal ‘should not unnecessarlly inflict greater pumshment
iipon hlS mnocent vmfe and: dependent chlldren

Second —-——The crlmmal goes to prison, and from the day of -
yhxs 1ncarcerat10n is furmshed w1th food clothmg, fire and bed e

T/zzrd—-—-H1s w1fe and chlldren already humlllated by shame
cut off from theyl,,r natural support, are forced in-their weakness
to find a livelihood -the best way they can; the mother, to
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leave her children, needing her constant. care, often locking e

them in to keep them from wandering, to go and earn their

bread. If she is s;ck as is often the case, the children, whether i

old-enough to- be in school or: not, are-compelled to go out and A

seek work, ~ If they are too feeble, or work is ,not found, as'is
usually the case, they must suffer, beg, steal, or go to.,the
Infirmary. - The result is, that there comes to them, in addition
to: fthe'ira, shamé; hunger; cold, .disease; ’sickness, ignqrance,'ﬂ
pauperism and, crimé:. Their suffering as compared 'withf‘that»
~of the father is a hundred fold more severe, and in its effects
" tipon them: and upon the State isfar more disastrous.«/I,f‘;'fthe‘y;k
S ,f'gOzV"‘thr' the Infirmary "departmenty,fi as thousands of them aré: :




compelled to do, they go as paupers, in shame, their sense of
independence dwarfed, and they readily learn the way. They
see scores of others drawing bread and clothing from the public
supply, and as' they grow older they say: ¢ Why should we
work and lahor when we can beg? _If we fail as beggars the
pub11c will supply our wants.” Of the more than 30,000 de-
pendents and ‘criminals ‘in Ohio to- day, a large percentace are
forced td"lives ‘of ‘pauperism and crime by reason of the policy
that appropriates’ the earnings of ‘the prisoners sentenced to
hard labor to the uses of the State, and withholding them from
those by nature entitled to have them.

Fourth.—The State gains nothing by thus appropriating the
l.a,bgor_o_f,the..p{risoner., It receives but little more than it costs
to keep:and clothe him, while on the other hand private charity,
or the public purse‘must keep his family from starvation, while

all the 1ncent1ves about them are to pauperlsm and crime.

szt/z —The moral effect of the policy of thlS b111 upon both
the prlsoner and his family will be worth all it will cost to give
it:a full and fair trial. - A man either under fierce temptation,
intoxication:‘or the:heat of :passion commits “a-crime.  ‘He i3
séntenced to imptisonment and hard labor for life or 4 term of
years... He has:a:family to which, in greater or less degree; hie
is:attathed. ' Under thé ‘most rigid discipline; he labors as-he
never:labored before. © While he toils from . morning till night,
and the weeks and years pass by, he knows that his'wife and
children; in'shame and degradation, are suffering for the neces=
“sariesroflife. Is' it strange  he goes to his daily task:like the
slavé’ whipped- and scourged to-his dungeon? Will it not
lighten :the heavy burden his folly has brought upon him to
compensate him, in part, for his labor, and- enable him thus to
clothe, feed; educate, and as far as he can by the sum .allowed
him, protect his family at home ? . With this opportunity;-will
he not go to his daily task with cheerfulness; and contemplate

HVees
&2 Teé



with pleasure how every penny that passes to his credit will
lighten the burdens of those from whom he is separated ?  Will
he not hail the practical workings .of this bill as a most royal

visitation to those who are in prison and in bonds?

Sixth.—Again, consider-the effect on his family. To-day
they are without support poorly sheltered, more poorly clad,
hungry sick, growing up in ignorance and crime. The. prac-
tlcal workings of this blll will shield them from a thousand ills,
insure to -his children a mother’s care, give them shelter,r ﬁre,
élothing, food, education, and through these ‘a chance .in the
race'that leads to virtuous lives and good citizenship. ’_'Las't'
year the daily.average in the Penitentiary and'wo'rkho"ujs_"e'__s of
the Staté was about 2,500.  Estimating one-half of them ‘to
have families, we "have about 1,250 families or about 5,000
inhébitants of the State who will receive the benefits of this
bill.. “The earnings of each prisoner, appropriated by the bill,
will be in round numbers $200 per year. The total will be m
round numbers $240,000 per year. A levy on the grand dupli-
cate of the State of fifteen one-hundredths of a mill will raise
money sufﬁctent to meet all its requ1rements

Seventh.—It may -be sald that the State does not realize 60
centé,ﬁef day, on the average, for the labor of her prisoners.
Sﬁppoée that to be true. It is not because they do not labor
hafd or well.” It is not because labor is not worth ,rhore;than
60 cents per day. The object and purpose of the bill is to save
the wife and children of the prisoner from want, pauperism and
crime, and thus in the end save the State from greater burdens:
It makes a great difference in the future of children whether
they are supported upon the earnings of their parents,  or

receive that support from the overseers of the poor.
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*‘person so-convicted,:

60TH GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

_REGULAR ' SESSION. }H B. NO

MR. - GRIFFIN,
(By request of Toledo Humane Soczety)

A BILL
TO ENABLE CONVICTS TO ASSIST IN THE SUPPORT OF THEIR
WIVES "AND CHILDREN.

SectioN I——-Be it ‘enacted by the General Assembiy of thé. Staté of Ohio,
that whenever any person shall be ‘corvictéd of a crime or offense in” any of: the
courts of this" State, any part.of the pumshment whereof ghall-be hard-labor ‘in
any prison -or workhouse in' this State; it shall:be ‘the duty of the court in which
such: person ‘shall be convicted to.’ make enquiry, sunmoning witnesses I neces-

- saty, and make finding of the fact a8 to whether said person so cohvicted hag a
‘wife and child or ¢hildren, or either, said children being under eighteen years of
4gé, resident of this ‘State, dependent for support in whole or part upott the labor -
of said person so ‘convicted and, il 5o, the name, residerice and postoffice address
of each, and the age of such child or children, and said finding shall be made a
part-of the record in said case, and a copy thereof under the seal-of said court
shall by the clerk: théreof, with the mittimus, be transmitted to the warden or
superintendent of the prison. or.workhouse to which said person -shall be sen:
tenced, and also to the auditor of the county in which such person’ so convxcted
at the time of ‘his.arrest, shall havea legal restdence.

Sec. 2.-~If it shall appear from said ﬁndmg that such person so convxcted has
such wife*and’ child or children, or ‘eithet, such" child - or childrén being under
eighteen..years of age, residents of this State, who are dependent in whole:.or in
part ipon’ the lahor of such convict for support, it ‘shall be.duty of such warden
or superintendent, of . the prison’ or workhouse to. which said. person shall be
‘sentenced and received,; to'credit said person so convicted, sentenced and received
upon. the ‘books of said prison.or workhouse; as the casé‘may be; with the sum.of
60 cents for each-and every working day during his detention in said prison or
workhouse under said sentence, which sum shall-be paid ‘monthly out of:the
treasury of the county where such conviction shall ‘have taken place, provided
said convict shall have a legal residence therein, otherwise out of thie treasury of
the county where sdid convictshall have a'legal residence at:the time of his arrest
and conviction, upon the corder of sdid warden or superinténdent, as the case ma
be;upon “the “auditor of the county where guch’ convict at “the. time of his arrest
and conviction had a legal residence, and said auditor ehall thereupon draw his
" “Yarrant. upon” the ‘treasurer -6f ‘such county in favor first 6 the wils 4
i ear; ertified record that he has a wife 1
State ;' @ad secondy if it appear. by sdid récord that he hus no wile “in”this State,
“ihen in favor of the - guardian of said: ¢hild or. children; to ‘be appointed by the
" _-Probate Court of the county in ‘which ™ they or any of them ‘shall reside; which
“guardian shall bé dppoirnted to' serve: only during ‘the time said person’so “cofr-
victed shall be imprisonied under said seritence. And'it shall bé the duty of said
Probate Court appointing: such. guardian to certify his. name and. postoffice
address to the said warden or supeuntendent as the case may be,and to- the
auditor of- the-county in-which ‘said person so convicted:shall, at the time of his
arrest, have a legal residence, and the time that such person so convicted:shall
have been in:the coiinty’ where convicted; from: the time of his arrest: until his
convxcuon, shall not-be counted in ﬁxmg hls legal resxdence therem

Sec. 3.-=For -the purpose of carrying out the provxsmns of this sct, ‘the
County commissioners of ‘each county in this State are authorized and directed to
‘provide by levy therefor, and for.the year 1890 shall levy not less than fifiéen one-
hundredths ‘of a mill on the: dolIar of the generaltax. duphéate ot said count_y.

SEC. 4.~This act shall take eﬂ'ect on its passage.




