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Brigadier General Winchester's Campaign against the British 
and Indians and his defeat at Frenchtown, Nov. 22, 1812, as 

told in the Journal of Elias Darnell-a Kentucky soldier. 

General Hull having been appointed by the general government to take pos­
session of part of Upper Canada, his forces, amounting to about 3,000, not being 
considered sufficient to execute that design, three regiments of volunteer infantry 
and one regiment of United States infantry, amounting in all to about 2,800, 
were called and destined to his assistance. 

Agreeably to a general order, the following regiments rendezvoused at George· 
town, Kentucky, August 15, 1812, to wit:-

The first regiment was commanded by Colonel John M. Scott, the fifth regi­
ment was commanded by Colonel William Lewis, the first rifle regiment by 
Colonel John AIJen, the 17th United States regiment by Colonel Samuel Wells; 
the whole under the command of Brigadier-General Payne. 

16th. The troops paraded early in the morning, and were received by Gov­
ernor Scott. We paraded again at 10 o'clock, and marched to a convenient place 
in close order, where the Rev. Mr. Blythe preached a short sermon, and the 
Honorable Henry Clay delivered an appropriate discourse. 

17th. The troops were inspected by Major Garrard. 

18th. We drew two months' pay in advance. There being a general com­
plaint amongst the volunteers respecting sixteen dolJars, which were expected to 
be drawn in lieu of clothing, Major Graves paraded his battalion, and gave them 
their choice to go on without the sixteen dollars, or return home. Six chose to 
return; these, to fix an odium upon them, were drummed out of camp and 
through town. 

19th. We commenced our march in high spirits to join General Hull at 
Detroit, or in Canada. Each regiment, for convenience and speed, marched sepa­
rately to Newport. We arrived at Newport the 24th; it is 80 miles from George­
town. It rained most of the time, which made <it disagreeable travelJing and 
encamping. These hardships tended a little to quench the excessive patriotic 
fiame that had blazed so conspicuously at the different musters and barbecues. 

NEWS OF BULL'S SURRENDER RECEIVED 

Here we received information of General Hull having surrendered Detroit 
and .Michigan Territory to General Brock, on the 15th of this instant, while in 
possession of the necessary means to have held that post against the forces of 
Upper Canada. This we could not believe until confirmed by handbills and good 
authority; when thus confirmed, it appeared to make serious impressions on the 
minds of officers and privates. Those high expectations of participating with 
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General Hull in the laurels to be acquired by the conquest of Malden and Upper 
Canada, were entirely abandoned. 

We drew our arms and accoutrements, and crossed the Ohio on the 27th. 
Our destiny was thought to be Fort Wayne. 

31st. General Harrison overtook the army between Lebanon and Dayton. 
He was received joyfully by all the troops as commander-in-chief, with three 
cheers. 

ARMY REACHES DAYTON 
September 1. The army arrived at Dayton, fifty miles from Cincinnati, and 

was saluted by the firing of cannon. One of the men who were firing the cannon 
got one of his hands shot off, and the other badly wounded. We arrived at 
Piqua, September 3, thirty miles from Dayton, on the Big Miami. 

4th. Received information of the critical situation of Fort Wayne. Colonel 
Allen's regiment and two companies from Colonel Lewis's drew twenty-four rounds 
of ammunition, and started with all possible speed to the relief of that fort. 

5th. General Harrison having paraded the remaining part of the army in a 
circle in close order, delivered a speech to them, stating that he had just received 
intelligence from Fort Wayne; that it was in great danger of being taken by the 
Indians and British; he said that we were under the necessity of making a forced 
march to their relief. He read some of the articles of war, and stated the absolute 
necessity of such regulations and restrictions in an army, and if there were any 
who could not feel willing to submit to those articles and go on with him they 
might then return home. 

6th. We marched at 12 o'clock-we left all our sick and part of our clothing 
and baggage at Piqua, in order to make as much speed as possible. We marched 
four miles and encamped near the River St. Mary's, one mile from the fort. 
General Harrison called the army together and stated, through emergency, we 
must be on half rations of flour for a few days, but should draw a ration and a 
half of beef, as he wished to go as light and as quick as possible. He said, 
"any who do not feel wiUing to go on these terms may remain at the fort and 
have plenty." I know of none that stayed. St. Mary's block-house is thirty 
miles from Piqua, on the River St. Mary's. 

9th. We marched through some first-rate woodland, and through a large 
prairie of the best quality. It is badly watered; the water in the wagon-ruts was 
the only drink we -could get to cool our scorching thirst, and but very little of 
that. We encamped near the River St. Mary's, eighteen miles from the fort. 

10th. The order of march for the infantry was as follows: the first and fifth 
regiments formed one line in single file on the left, two hundred yards from the 
road, the 17th United States and the rifle regiments on the right in the same 
manner. The baggage in the road. The order of march for the horse troops: 
One of Colonel Adams's battalions of Ohio volunteers was placed at the distance 
of half a mile in front of the columns of infantry, and marched in columns of 
companies in files, and in such open order as to cover the whole front of the army. 
The other battalion of Ohio volunteers formed the right flank guard of the army 
at the distance of three hundred yards from the column of infantry, and paralld 
to it. The Kentucky mounted riflemen on the left, the same distance from the 
left column of infantry for the left flank guard; Captain Garrard's troop formed 
the rear guard. We marched twelve miles. 

11th. The spies wounded an Indian and got his gun and blanket; our day's 
march was eleven miles; we stopped earlier than usual in order to make breast­
works, and be-cause it was a convenient place for water. We fortified this place 
very strongly with timber. At 11 o'clock the camp was alarmed by the firing 
of many guns by the sentinels. At 3 o'clock another alarm took place from the 
sentinels, a general parade was again made. We stood in order of battle for 
some time. The watchword was "fight on," after which this place was called 
"Fort Fight On." 
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12th. We continued our march towards Fort Wayne with as much caution 
as the nature of our hurrying would admit; we expected to meet with the enemy 
before we reached the fort. In a certain well-known swamp, through which we 
had to pass, we thought probably the enemy would harbor. We passed the swamp 
unmolested for a mile, we were then alarmed. The rear battalions formed in 
order of battle, but saw no enemy to fight; we immediately resumed our march. 
This alarm and the one the night preceding seemed to shake the boasted valor 
of some of our bravest heroes. 

This day's march was twenty miles to Fort Wayne, through a great deal of 
first-rate land, rich, level, and well timbered, but badly watered near the road; 
we suffered extremely for water these three days. Our arrival at this fort gave 
great joy to the inhabitants, who were one company of regular troops and a few 
families. The Indians had closely invested the fort for several days, and burned 
the United States factory and all the other valuable houses which were not inside 
of the stockading. Three of our men who were caught out of the fort were 
killed by the Indians. The Indians encamped about the fort two weeks before 
they made the attack on it, and were admitted in by Captain Ray,* the com­
manding officer of the garrison, who would have surrendered to the savages, had 
it not been for his lieutenant, who defended the fort with great bravery. Three 
Indians were killed and a few wounded. Captain Ray was arrested and would 
have been broken had he not resigned. The fort was well provided for a siege, 
having in it one hundred men, plenty of provisions, ammunition, four small 
pieces of cannon, and a good well of water. 

Fort Wayne is one of the most elegant situations I ever saw, and must be an 
important place to the United States. Three weeks ago the neighborhood around 
the fort would have exhibited a pleasing prospect to those who had seen nothing 
for se\·eral days but a dreary wilderness of one hundred miles. A number of 
well·cultivated farms, with neat houses, in view of the fort, would have excited 
emotions of pleasure. I suppose there were four hundred acres of land in cultiva­
tion. All the houses were reduced to ashes, together with a large quantity of 
small grain and hay, by the savages; they were principally Pottowatomies; they 
also destroyed all the stock of every kind about these farms, which was very 
considerable. 

14th. The whole force was divided and placed under the command of General 
Payne and Colonel Wells. General Payne's command was composed of Colonel 
Lewis's regiment, Colonel Allen's and Captain Garrard's troops. Colonel Well's 
command was composed of Colonel Scott's regiment, the regulars and the mounted 
riflemen. General Payne was instructed to destroy the Miami towns at the forks 
of the Wabash. Colonel Wells was directed against the Pottowatomies's village 
at Elkheart. General Harrison thought proper to go with General Payne; so we 
proceeded on to the waters of the Wabash; five miles from Fort Wayne we en­
camped. Next morning we came to an Indian hut and a small cornfield, two 
miles from our encampment; here all the wagons and baggage were left, and 
Captain Langhorne's company as a guard; from this place we marched twenty­
three miles to an Indian town at the forks of the Wabash; we found the town 
evacuated; we pulled down some of their houses and built up fires and encamped; 
we had plenty of roasting ears of the best kind. It is a small kind of corn, 
shallow grain, and very suitable for roasting ears, which answered us a very good 
purpose, as we had only a little provision with us. 

16th. We marched through their towns, four in number, in the bounds of 
three or four miles, in which there were fresh signs of Indians. We cut up their 
com and put it in piles, sixty or eighty acres, so that it might rot. A variety 
f beans were found growing with their corn; potatoes, pumpkins, water-melons, 

and cucumbers were also cultivated by them. Their houses were all burnt by the 
rders of General Harrison; some of them were built of bark and some of logs. 

The tomb of a chief was discovered; it was built on the ground with timber and 
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Piqua, September 3, thirty miles from Dayton, on the Big Miami. 

4th. Received information of the critical situation of Fort Wayne. Colonel 
Allen's regiment and two companies from Colonel Lewis's drew twenty-four rounds 
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march to their relief. He read some of the articles of war, and stated the absolute 
necessity of such regulations and restrictions in an army, and if there were any 
who could not feel willing to submit to those articles and go on with him they 
might then return home. 

6th. We marched at 12 o'clock-we left all our sick and part of our clothing 
and baggage at Piqua, in order to make as much speed as possible. We marched 
four miles and encamped near the River St. Mary's, one mile from the fort. 
General Harrison called the army together and stated, through emergency, we 
must be on half rations of flour for a few days, but should draw a ration and a 
half of beef, as he wished to go as light and as quick as possible. He said, 
"any who do not feel wiUing to go on these terms may remain at the fort and 
have plenty." I know of none that stayed. St. Mary's block-house is thirty 
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to it. The Kentucky mounted riflemen on the left, the same distance from the 
left column of infantry for the left flank guard; Captain Garrard's troop formed 
the rear guard. We marched twelve miles. 
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works, and be-cause it was a convenient place for water. We fortified this place 
very strongly with timber. At 11 o'clock the camp was alarmed by the firing 
of many guns by the sentinels. At 3 o'clock another alarm took place from the 
sentinels, a general parade was again made. We stood in order of battle for 
some time. The watchword was "fight on," after which this place was called 
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three miles to an Indian town at the forks of the Wabash; we found the town 
evacuated; we pulled down some of their houses and built up fires and encamped; 
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clay, so that no rain or air could enter; the chief was laid on his blanket, his 
?e~d towards sunrise, his rifle by his side, his tin pan on his breast, with a spoon 
m 1t; he was ornamented in their style, with ear-rings, brooches, &c. This is one 
of the most beautiful places in the western country; the land is level, well tim· 
bered, well watered, and the soil equal to any part of Kentucky. Near the town, 
where the timber has been cut, it is covered with an elegant coat of blue grass. 

17th. We got back to the baggage, and found all was well. Capt. Langhorne 
had fortified against the enemy with rails, so that he would have been able to 
have held his place against a considerable force. We took some refreshments 
and pursued our journey, and encamped near our former encampment. 

REINFORCEMENTS ARRIVE 

18th. We arrived at Fort Wayne, and met with a reinforcement of five 
hundred mounted riflemen and cavalry, from Kentucky. A man was accidentally 
shot through the head by one of the mounted riflemen. Colonel Well's division 
returned this evening from their route, which was fifty miles from Fort Wayne, 
on the waters of St. Joseph's River, very much fatigued. They found nothing 
but deserted houses and corn to destroy, which was about the same amount as 
was found at the Wabash. Capt. Morris's 1st sergeant (David Irwin} died on 
the road. 

19th. We encamped in the forks of the river half a mile from the fort. 
General Harrison resigns and General Winchester takes command. General 
Harrison not being legally authorized by the general government, as commander 
of th is army, the command, of course, devolved on Winchester. This resignation 
of Gen. _Harrison's was done with much reluctance, as he had placed great con· 
fidence . m the Kentuckians, and found he was their choice, in preference to 
G~n. Wmchester. T?e condu~t of Gen. Harrison at Tippecanoe, and his familiarity 
with the troops while on their march to this place, had gained to him a peculiar 
attach~ent. ~en. Winchester being a stranger, and having the appearance of a 
super~1hous office~-, he. was generally disliked. His assuming the command almost 
occas10ned a mutmy m camp; this was prevented by the solicitations of some of 
the officers to go on. 

THE ARMY DIVIDED UNDER GENERAL HARRISON AND 
GENERAL WINCHESTER 

20th. The Kentucky mounted riflemen started to St. Mary's under the com· 
mand of Gen. Harrison, in order to pursue the Indians in some other quarter· 
their number was about fifteen hundred. ' 

21st. r;ye received marching orders to march to-morrow morning at 7 o'clock. 
The following general order, will show Gen. Winchester's order of march. 

"General Orders.-Fort Wayne Sept. 22, 1812 

"The army will march in the following order, to wit: the guard in front in 
three lines, two deep in the road, and in Indian file on the flanks, at the distance 
of fifty to one hundred yards from the centre line, when not prevented by ob­
struct10ns. 

"A fatigue party, to consist of one captain, one ensign, two sergeants, two 
corporals, and fifty privates, will follow the front guard for the purpose of open­
ing the road. The remainder of the infantry to march on the flanks in the 
following order; Col. Well's and Allen's regiments on the right and Scott's and 
Lewis's on the left. ' 

"The general and brigade baggage, commissaries' and quartermasters' stores 
immediately in the rear of the fatigue party. The cavalry in the following order: 
Capt. Garrard and twenty of his men to precede the guard in front, and equally 
divide at the head of each line. A lieutenant and eighteen men in rear of the 
whole army and baggage. The balance of the cavalry equally divided on the 
flanks of the flank lines. 
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"The regimental baggage wagons fall in according to the rank of the com­
manding officers of the respective regiments. The officers commanding corps, 
previous to their marching, will cause the arms and ammunition to be carefully 
examined, and will see that they are in good order. They will also be particularly 
careful that the men do not waste their cartridges. No muskets are to be 
carried in the wagons. One half of the fatigue party are to work at the same 
time; the other half are to carry the arms and accoutrements while on fatigue. 
The wagon-master will attend to the loading of the wagons, and see that the 
different articles are put in in good order, and that each wagon and team carry 
a reasonable load. The hour of march is deferred until 9 o'clock, instead of 7. 
The officer of the day is charged with the execution of these orders. 

"The line of battle shall be formed agreeably to Gen. Harrison's order on his 
late march to Fort Wayne. 

"JAMES WINCHESTER, 
''Brigadier-General.'' 

26th. Two white men, and Capt. John (an Indian who was with us}, lost 
their horses. They continued about the camping ground in search of them; they 
saw two or three Indians exploring our encampment. They took this method, 
no doubt, to calculate our number. The spies returned to camp this evening, 
who had discovered many Indian signs in front. Five of the spies who had 
yesterday started with the view to go to Fort Defiance, were found on the road 
shot, scalped, and tomahawked by the Indians or British. 

27th. The spies and Capt. Garrard's troop started this morning to bury the 
dead. They were attacked by a party of Indians who were watching the dead. 
One of the spies got shot in the ankle by an Indian. They fired on the Indians, 
and with the assistance of Capt. Garrard, they made them run, but not without 
the loss of some of their savage blood. It was supposed some of them were 
badly wounded. 

Capts. Hickman and Ruddell returned, who had started this morning to 
reconnoitre Fort Defiance. They reported that they saw many fresh signs of 
Indians. 

28th. The army was alarmed about a mile from camp; we quickly paraded 
in order of battle, and were anxious to meet the enemy. The alarm proceeded 
from the spies, who fired at some Indians in front. The spies returned to camp 
this evening; they saw where a large number of Indians and British had en­
camped the night before. 

29th. We continued on the same encampment, five miles from Defiance, and 
forty-five from Fort Wayne. The spies and horse troops were sent out in order 
to make discoveries. Wagon tracks were plainly to be seen-it was thought 
they were going to Fort Wayne with cannon, to take that place. 

WINCHESTER REACHES FORT DEFIANCE 

30th. We marched within one mile of Fort Defiance, and searched for a 
suitable place to encamp on: after every examination it was thought best to 
continue here, as it was a convenient place for timber. We pitched our tents 
and built very strong breastworks round the camp, which we had done for five 
or six nights past; we also slept with out guns in our arms, and paraded an 
hour before day, and stood under arms till nearly sunrise. From Fort Wayne 
to Defiance, we travelled on the north-west side of the Maumee River. The 
country is extremely level and well timbered, but badly watered. 

Oct. 1. Col. Lewis, with a detachment of three hundred and eighty men, 
started early this morning to pursue the Indians and British; they crossed the 
Auglaze River, and proceeded down the Maumee seven or eight miles, but could 
see nothing more than the appearance of the enemy retreating. 
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Lewis's on the left. ' 
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divide at the head of each line. A lieutenant and eighteen men in rear of the 
whole army and baggage. The balance of the cavalry equally divided on the 
flanks of the flank lines. 
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"The regimental baggage wagons fall in according to the rank of the com­
manding officers of the respective regiments. The officers commanding corps, 
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examined, and will see that they are in good order. They will also be particularly 
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time; the other half are to carry the arms and accoutrements while on fatigue. 
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a reasonable load. The hour of march is deferred until 9 o'clock, instead of 7. 
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"The line of battle shall be formed agreeably to Gen. Harrison's order on his 
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"JAMES WINCHESTER, 
''Brigadier-General.'' 
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no doubt, to calculate our number. The spies returned to camp this evening, 
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27th. The spies and Capt. Garrard's troop started this morning to bury the 
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badly wounded. 
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Indians. 
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camped the night before. 
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to make discoveries. Wagon tracks were plainly to be seen-it was thought 
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WINCHESTER REACHES FORT DEFIANCE 

30th. We marched within one mile of Fort Defiance, and searched for a 
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Oct. 1. Col. Lewis, with a detachment of three hundred and eighty men, 
started early this morning to pursue the Indians and British; they crossed the 
Auglaze River, and proceeded down the Maumee seven or eight miles, but could 
see nothing more than the appearance of the enemy retreating. 



The Historical Society 

GENERAL HARRISON APPOINTED COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF OF THE 
NORTH-WESTERN ARMY 

2d. Gen. Harrison arrived here with about one hundred mounted troops, and 
two days' rations of flour. We have been without bread four days. We were 
informed Gen. Harrison was appointed commander-in-chief of the North-Western 
Army; this was pleasant news to their troops, as he was the choice in preference 
to any other. 

3d. The troops that were with Gen. Harrison, consisting of mounted riflemen 
and cavalry, three regiments, came to camp this morning from St. Mary's, which 
is 63 miles from Defiance. They came with speed, to assist the troops com­
manded by Gen. Winchester. Gen. Harrison had received information that all 
the British and Indian forces of Upper Canada were on their way to meet Gen. 
Winchester at Defiance. 

4th. There has been great murmuring in camp, on account of the scarcity 
of provisions, which threatened a dissolution of this army. Gen. Harrison having 
paraded the army, addressed them and said, there were twenty-five thousand 
rations provided for this army at St. Mary's; this should be conveyed here as soon 
as possible, part of which would be here to-day; he stated the consequence of 
such mutinous complaints, and if this army would disperse, where could he get 
men who would stand? He said every exertion for the supply of this army 
with provisions and clothing, should be used. He informed us there would be a 
number of troops from Pennsylvania and Virginia to join us, amounting in all 
to ten thousand. 

FORT DEFIANCE REBUILT 
5th. A fatigue party of two hundred and forty men were employed to rebuild 

Fort Defiance. There were a few men on the other side of the river opposite 
to the fort. They discovered a party of Indians, twenty or thirty in number; 
they took them to be those friendly Indians who were with us; being not on 
their guard, they got close to them. Four or five of the Indians fired at the 
same time; they killed and scalped one of the men, and made their escape. The 
murder was committed not more than three hundred yards from the encamp· 
ment of the mounted riflemen and calvalry, with Gen. Tupper at the head of 
them. Those murderers were pursued immediately by two hundred horsemen; 
they pursued them in scattered order. A small party overtook them five or six 
miles from camp, and finding the enemy's force superior they had to retreat. 

7th. The principal part of the clothing which was left at Piqua, came to 
camp; it has been greatly needed. A majority of the mounted men who were 
ordered to the rapids, and drew ten days' provisions for that expedition, refused 
to march under Gen. Tupper; of course the contemplated expedition failed, and 
they returned home, as their thirty days were nearly expired. 

9th. A few days ago, Frederick Jacoby, belonging to the 17th regiment of 
United States infantry, was tried by a court-martial for sleeping on his post- · 
he was condemned to be shot. The troops paraded and formed in a hollow 
square in close order, where the Rev. Shannon delivered a short discourse on 
the occasion. The square was then displayed, so that the army might witness 
the awful example of execution. The criminal was marched from the provost 
guard with solemn music, under a guard of a subaltern, sergeant, corporal, and 
twenty privates, to the place of execution; there he was blindfolded; the guard 
stood a few steps from him waiting the hour of execution! This was a solemn 
scene; a profound silence was kept by all the troops. But fortunately for the 
criminal, a repriece arrived for him, just before the time of execution! Th~ 
General judged him not a man of sound mind. 

The spies reported they had killed an Indian, but could not get his scalp 
on account of other Indians; they stated there must be a large body of Indians 
near, by their trails. 

10th. In consequence of the above report of the spies, Colonel Wells started 
with five hundred men in pursuit of the Indians; he pursued their trails twelve 
or thirteen miles, but could not see an Indian. 
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11th. The General ordered we should move and encamp near where the 
fort was building; this was, however, prevent~d by the in~lem~ncy of the 
weather· it rained and the wind blew all day, which made our s1tuat10n very un­
pleasant'. A man died in camp last night; he was buried with the ho_nors of 
war; he was escorted to the grave in solemn order, and, after a short d1s~ourse 
bv the Rev. Mr. Mitchell, six men fired three rounds over the grave; this was 
the first scene of the kind witnessed in our camp. 

14th. We moved to the fort, and received a supply of provisions (salt, flour, 
and whiskey); we had been without salt ever since the 7th, and without flour 
two days. 

16th. A detachment of one hundred men was sent this morning six miles 
below the fort, to a suitable place of timber to build pirogues. 

18th. (Sunday). The troops marched to the centre, agreeably to a general 
order, to hear the Rev. Mr. Shannon preach a sermon suited to the times .. Whi_le 
he was zealously engaged there were six or seven g_uns fired down the nver 1.n 
quick succession· this alarmed the whole congregation-every one flew to his 
arms and left the speaker alone. The alarm originated ~r.om a pirogue party, 
who had just arrived with a pirogue for a supply of provisions. 

FORT DEFIANCE CHRISTENED "FORT WINCHESTER" 

J!}th. The fort was finished and christened "Fort Winchester." It is com­
posed of four block-houses, a hospital and storehouse, and picketed between each 
block-house, containing about a quarter of an acre. 

20th. The General issued an order for the troops to be assembled eyery ~orn­
ing at 9 o'clock, at such places near the encampment, as the commanding officers 
might deem convenient, and cause the rolls t? be called, and mark; all de­
linquents; and there, until 12 o'clock, practice the manual exercise, and 
manoeuvre according to Smith's instructions for infantry. 

27th. In consequence of Gen. Winchester's receiving _information, he issl!-ed 
an order respecting clothing, which will show a flattering prospect of being 
upplied, an extract of which is as follows:-

"General Orders.-Fort Winchester, Oct. 27, 1812. 
"With great pleasure the General announc~s to · the army t~e pro~ect of 

an early supply of winter clothing, amongst which are ~he following. articles ex­
ported from Philadelphia on the 9th of September last, viz. 10,000 pairs of shoes, 
5,000 blankets, 5,000 round jackets, 5,000 pairs C?f pantalo~ns, woolle~ cloth, to 
be made and forwarded to the westward immediately; besides the winter cloth­
ing for Col. Wells's regiment some days before; 1,000 watch-coats, ordered from 
Philadelphia the 7th of October, 1812. September 24th, 5,000 blankets and 1,000 
yards of flannel. 25th, 10,000 pairs of shoes. 29th, 10,000 pairs of woollen hose, 
10,000 do. socks. 

"Yet a few days and the General consoles himself with the idea of seeing .th?se 
whom he has the honor to command clad in warm woollen, capable of resisting 
the northern blasts of Canada. 

"]. WINCHESTER, 
"Brigadier-Gen. Commanding Left Wing N. W. Army." 

29th. A fatigue party, consisting of three captains, three subalterns, thr~e 
sergeants, three corporals, and one hundred and fifty privates was det::i-che~ this 
morning, superintended by Gen. Payne, to clear the way on the oppoSite side of 
the river, so as to make the view more extensive from the fort. The spies caught 
a prisoner fifteen or twenty miles below this p~ace.; he sai~ he was just from 
Detroit; he was suspected as a spy, but he denied 1t; he said he deserted froi:i 
the British, who had had him in confinement some time in consequence of his 
not taking the oath to be true to them. 
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Fort Winchester is situated near the point between the Maumee and Auglaze 
rivers, and is a .handsome place; it is predicted by some to become in a few years 
a populous city. The greater part of the land in the adjacent country is rich, 
and when improved will be equal, if not superior, to any in the western country. 
The Auglaze River empties into Great Miami, which runs a north course to Fort . 
Winchester, and is navigable a considerable distance. 

November 2. We moved across the River Maumee, opposite the point; it is 
a high piece of ground and very level, but in some degree wet and marshy: this 
movement was in order to get convenient to firewood. 

3d. This late place of encampment is found not to answer a good purpose; 
therefore the General thought it expedient to move from this to a piece of 
ground one-half mile lower down the river. As there were only a few wagons, 
one regiment moved at a time~from 12 o'clock till after sunset before the last 
arrived at the place of destination. This last place appears to be very marshy, 
but not so much so as the former. It is very difficult to get a good place for 
an encampment at this time, as we have had several rainy days. 

4th. The troops have been engaged in fortifying this late place of encamp­
ment with breastworks, so that we may be prepared for our enemies, should they 
think proper to pay us a visit; the weather is very rainy, which makes our situa­
tion extremely unpleasant, though not more so than we could expect from the 
climate and season. Four of this army have gone to the 'silent tomb to-day, 
never more to visit their friends in Kentucky; the fever is very prevalent in 
camp; nearly every day there is one or more buried. 

7th. We received information from Kentucky by passengers, of a quantity of 
clothing coming out for the volunteers. By every account from that ,quarter, 
the roads are almost impassable. Major Garrard, and six of the spies, started to 
the Rapids this morning. This river abounds greatly with fish; large quantities 
have been caught with traps, and also with hooks and lines. 

9th. Major Garrard, and those men with him, returned from the Rapids. 
They made discoveries of a large quantity of corn, and some hogs, and cattle, 
and a few Indians. 

ARMY LEAVES FORT WINCHE1STER 
10th. The army moved six miles down the river in order to be better accom­

modated with suitable ground for camping, and to build more pirogues. This 
encampment is the dryest we have been at for some time; the land and timber 
are not inferior to any. 

15th. A detachment of six captains, six subalterns, six 'sergeants, six corpo· 
rals, and three hundred and eighty-six privates, started with six days' provision, 
this morning, at reveille beating, to the Rapids, under the command of Col. 
Lewis. 

BRIG. GENERAL EDWARD M. TUPPER AT THE MAUMEE RAPIDS 

17th. Col. Lewis, with his detachment, returned about twelve o'clock, after 
a laborious march of sixty miles. About eighteen miles below this place, he was 
overtaken by an express from Gen. Winchester, who had received intelligence of 
Gen. Tupper, with five hundred men, being at the Rapids, who had discovered 
a body of Indians, six or seven hundred in number, drinking and dancing. Gen. 
Tupper, thinking this a good opportunity to attack them, attempted to cross 
the river, two miles above; he and two hundred of his men effected this, through 
great difficulty; in wading across some fell in the water and lost their guns, 
which discouraged the rest, so that Gen. Tupper could not execute his design. 
This intelligence animated the troops commanded by Col. Lewis, so that they 
wanted to continue on that night, without stopping, and attack the enemy before 
day. Col. Lewis thought proper to halt, and send an express to Gen. Tupper, 
for both parties to meet at Roche de Baut, * six miles above the Indian encamp· 
ment, and unite their forces, and surprise the enemy. 

*Probably the French "Roche de Boeuf" meaning "buffalo rock." 
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The express returned at three o'clock in the morning, and reported, he had 
been at Gen. Tupper's encampment; at the entrance of which, he saw a man, 
dead, scalped, and stripped. He concluded that Gen. Tupper was defeated. This 
news changed the course of Col. Lewis, not knowing their force. The General 
has thought proper to have this place strongly fortified with breastworks, four 
and a feet high. 

20th. Ruddell returned, who was sent on the 17th to reconnoitre the Rapids, 
and Tupper's encampment. He discovered a large body of Indians at the Rapids. 
He was through Tupper's encampment, where it was supposed he was defeated. 
He saw the man that was scalped and stripped, and he thought Tupper had re­
treated, instead of being defeated. 

22d. Smith and his party of spies had a little skirmish near Wolftown. 
Early in the morning they were eating their breakfasts; one of them started to 
get a drink of water; he had only got a few steps when an Indian fired and 
wounded him, but not mortally. After snapping twice, he fired and wounded an 
Indian. Several guns were fired by the Indians afterwards, but no injury was 
sustained. 

Capt. Logan, Capt. John, and another Indian, started to the Rapids with the 
determination to establish their characters (for they were suspected by some to 
be traitors). Between this and the Rapids, as they were rising a bank, they met 
seven Indians and a British officer, who took them prisoners, but let them carry 
their own guns. After taking them some considerable distance, they were de­
termined to liberate themselves or fall a sacrifice. They succeeded in killing at 
the same time, the British officer* and two of the Indians; they stated Logan 
kill~d the second, but he got badly wounded through the body; one of the other 
Indians that were with him got wounded, but not mortally. The two wounded 
got on two horses that belonged to the dead and rode to camp, leaving Capt. 
John to take scalps. 

23d. Capt. John came in camp this morninr,- with a scalp; he •said it was 
the scalp of a Pottawatomie chief (Wynemack); he broke his knife in scalping 
him, which prevented him from scalping the others. 

24th. Logan died, and was much lamented by the men generally, believing 
him to be true to the United States, and a brave soldier. 

December 1. The troops are engaged in building huts, which are far prefer­
able to ten ts. 

2d. The General has issued an order for the camp to be picketed, which is 
three-quarters of a mile round. It is on the north side of the river, and is com­
posed of three lines. Col. Wells's regiment on the right, Col. Scott's, Lewis's, 
and part of Allen's in front, the remaining part of Allen's on the left, the river 
in the rear. The pickets were nearly completed in one day, two feet in the 
ground and eight feet above. 

10th. The General has given orders to the commanding officers of regiments 
to cause each of their companies to be provided with a good pirogue sufficient 
to carry its own baggage, and cause all those who are without shoes to make 
themselves moccasins out of green hides. 

HARDSHIPS OF A WINTER CAMPAIGN 
There are many who· have not shoes and clothes sufficient to keep them 

from freezing, should we move from here while they are in this condition; the 
clothes that the General flattered us with the expectation, and the clothes sub­
scribed by the Kentuckians being not yet received, except a small part of the 
latter. 

13th. Smith and his party returned from the Rapids, who started two days 
ago in a canoe; they did not go far before they left the canoe, on account of the 
ice, and travelled by land; some of them were dangerously frostbitten. 

""We learned since, the British officer was Col. Elliott's son, and was probably 
a Captain. 
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17th. Col. Lewis, with his detachment, returned about twelve o'clock, after 
a laborious march of sixty miles. About eighteen miles below this place, he was 
overtaken by an express from Gen. Winchester, who had received intelligence of 
Gen. Tupper, with five hundred men, being at the Rapids, who had discovered 
a body of Indians, six or seven hundred in number, drinking and dancing. Gen. 
Tupper, thinking this a good opportunity to attack them, attempted to cross 
the river, two miles above; he and two hundred of his men effected this, through 
great difficulty; in wading across some fell in the water and lost their guns, 
which discouraged the rest, so that Gen. Tupper could not execute his design. 
This intelligence animated the troops commanded by Col. Lewis, so that they 
wanted to continue on that night, without stopping, and attack the enemy before 
day. Col. Lewis thought proper to halt, and send an express to Gen. Tupper, 
for both parties to meet at Roche de Baut, * six miles above the Indian encamp· 
ment, and unite their forces, and surprise the enemy. 

*Probably the French "Roche de Boeuf" meaning "buffalo rock." 
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The express returned at three o'clock in the morning, and reported, he had 
been at Gen. Tupper's encampment; at the entrance of which, he saw a man, 
dead, scalped, and stripped. He concluded that Gen. Tupper was defeated. This 
news changed the course of Col. Lewis, not knowing their force. The General 
has thought proper to have this place strongly fortified with breastworks, four 
and a feet high. 

20th. Ruddell returned, who was sent on the 17th to reconnoitre the Rapids, 
and Tupper's encampment. He discovered a large body of Indians at the Rapids. 
He was through Tupper's encampment, where it was supposed he was defeated. 
He saw the man that was scalped and stripped, and he thought Tupper had re­
treated, instead of being defeated. 

22d. Smith and his party of spies had a little skirmish near Wolftown. 
Early in the morning they were eating their breakfasts; one of them started to 
get a drink of water; he had only got a few steps when an Indian fired and 
wounded him, but not mortally. After snapping twice, he fired and wounded an 
Indian. Several guns were fired by the Indians afterwards, but no injury was 
sustained. 

Capt. Logan, Capt. John, and another Indian, started to the Rapids with the 
determination to establish their characters (for they were suspected by some to 
be traitors). Between this and the Rapids, as they were rising a bank, they met 
seven Indians and a British officer, who took them prisoners, but let them carry 
their own guns. After taking them some considerable distance, they were de­
termined to liberate themselves or fall a sacrifice. They succeeded in killing at 
the same time, the British officer* and two of the Indians; they stated Logan 
kill~d the second, but he got badly wounded through the body; one of the other 
Indians that were with him got wounded, but not mortally. The two wounded 
got on two horses that belonged to the dead and rode to camp, leaving Capt. 
John to take scalps. 

23d. Capt. John came in camp this morninr,- with a scalp; he •said it was 
the scalp of a Pottawatomie chief (Wynemack); he broke his knife in scalping 
him, which prevented him from scalping the others. 

24th. Logan died, and was much lamented by the men generally, believing 
him to be true to the United States, and a brave soldier. 

December 1. The troops are engaged in building huts, which are far prefer­
able to ten ts. 

2d. The General has issued an order for the camp to be picketed, which is 
three-quarters of a mile round. It is on the north side of the river, and is com­
posed of three lines. Col. Wells's regiment on the right, Col. Scott's, Lewis's, 
and part of Allen's in front, the remaining part of Allen's on the left, the river 
in the rear. The pickets were nearly completed in one day, two feet in the 
ground and eight feet above. 

10th. The General has given orders to the commanding officers of regiments 
to cause each of their companies to be provided with a good pirogue sufficient 
to carry its own baggage, and cause all those who are without shoes to make 
themselves moccasins out of green hides. 

HARDSHIPS OF A WINTER CAMPAIGN 
There are many who· have not shoes and clothes sufficient to keep them 

from freezing, should we move from here while they are in this condition; the 
clothes that the General flattered us with the expectation, and the clothes sub­
scribed by the Kentuckians being not yet received, except a small part of the 
latter. 

13th. Smith and his party returned from the Rapids, who started two days 
ago in a canoe; they did not go far before they left the canoe, on account of the 
ice, and travelled by land; some of them were dangerously frostbitten. 

""We learned since, the British officer was Col. Elliott's son, and was probably 
a Captain. 
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14th. An ,express arrived in caI?p, certifying that the boats which started 
from ,St. ~fary s, on the 4th, laden wi.th. fl.our and clothing, were frozen up in St. 
Marys River, and the escort was bwldmg a house to store the loading in. 

15th. Capt. Hickman started this morning to forward fl.our and clothing 
immediately on packhorses. 

FOOD SHORTAGE AND THREATENED MUTINY 

16th. We have drawn no fl.our since the 10th, in consequence of which there 
was a lett~r handed to the General last night secretly, which stated that the 
vol1:1~teers in two days, except flo:iir came bef~re that time, woulcL start and go 
to i~. an? they. would carry their camp eqwpage to the fort if the General 
required it. This news was soon circulated through camp. The officers used 
every argument to suppress the appearance of a mutiny. A court-martial was 
held at Capt. Williams'_s marquee to try John Hoggard, a private in Capt. Price's 
company, for some misdemeanor. He was condemned to be drummed out of 
camp. Col. Lewis paraded his regiment, and had him escorted with the fife and 
drum from one end of his line to the other: So he was legally discharged from 
~he army. The most commo.n punishment in camp for criminals is that of rid­
ing the wooden. horse, or bemg put under guard on half rations. All the beef 
an~ po.rk was issued to the troops this evening; our dependence for the next 
ration 1s on a drove of hogs that has been expected several days! 

17th. Three hundred head of hogs arrived to our relief. 

2~th. The weather is exces~ively cold; the. ice has stopped the navigation of 
the nver, so that the plan of g~ing to the Rapids by water is entirely frustrated; 
we had prepared about sixty p1rogues for the voyage, which will be left here for 
our successors. 

21st. The General has ordered the commandants of regiments to cause each 
company to be provided with a sufficient number of sleds to convey t heir 
baggage to the Rapids. It is said these sleds are to be pulled by the men 
as we have not a horse in camp able to pull an empty sled. ' 

2~d. A litt!e fl.our came to camp once more; quarter-rations of that article 
were issued, which was welcomed by rejoicing throughout camp. 

. 24th. Ca~t. Hi~kman returned with joyful news-that we should in a short 
time be suppl~ed with fl.our. The deficiency of this article had produced serious 
consequences ii: the army. We have here been exposed to numberless difficulties 
as well as deprived of the common necessaries of life; and what made these thing~ 
operate more severely was all hopes of obtaining any conquest was entirely 
abandone~. Obstacles had emerged in the path to victory, which must have 
appeared insurmountable to every person endowed with common sense. The dis­
tance to Canada, the unpreparedness of the army, the scarcity of provisions, and 
the badness ?f the weather, sh?w that Malden cannot be taken in the remaining 
part of our time. A?d would. it not have been better if this army had been dis· 
banded? Our sufferings at this place have been greater than if we had been in a 
severe bat~le. More than o.ne hundred lives have been lost, owing to our bad ac­
commodat10ns ! The sufferings of about three hundred sick at a time, who are ex­
posed to the cold grour~~ and deprived of every nourishment, are sufficient proois 
of our wr~tched cond1t1on. ! The camp has become a loathsome place. ·The 
hope of bemg .one d<l;Y rehe.ved from these unnecessary sufferings affords some 
relief. We received this evening a supply of fl.our and have been delivered from a 
state of st'.1rvation. It be!ng Christmas eve, ju;t after dark, a number of guns 
were fired ~n quick success10i:i; the whole army was orde,red to parade in order oi 
battle; stnct orders were g1v~n to suppress the firing. About an hour before 
d~y the firing ~ommence~ again; the army was again paraded and strict orders 
given, threatening to punish the offenders. 

27th. Part of the clothing arrived from Kentucky. 
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THE ARMY PREPARES TO MARCH 
29th. Vve are now about commencing one of the most serious marches ever 

performed by the Americans. Destitute, in a measure, of clothes, shoes, and pro­
visions, the most essential articles necessary for the existence and preservation of 
the human species in this world, and more particularly in this cold climate. 
Three sleds are prepared for each company, each to be pulled by a packhorse, 
which has been without food for two weeks, except brush, and will not be better 
fed while in our service; probably the most of these horses never had harness on, 
but the presumption is they will be too tame; we have prepared harness out of 
green hides. 

30th. After nearly three months' preparation for this expedition, we com­
menced our march in great splendor; our elegant equipage cast a brilliant lustre 
on the surrounding objects as it passed! our clothes and blankets looked as if 
they had never been acquainted with water, but intimately with dirt, smoke, and 
soot; in fact, we have become acquainted with one much despised in Kentucky, 
under whose government we are obliged to live, whose name is "Poverty." We 
marched six miles and encamped near Col. \¥ells's regiment, which marched 
yesterday; the sick were left at No. Third, with a company from each regiment 
as a guard . 

ARMY CAMPS ON PRESQU E ISLE NEAR TURKEY FOOT 
AND HULLS FORD 

January 10th, 1813. We arrived at Hull's road at the Rapids, fifty miles from 
Fort Defiance, and encamped on a very high and suitable piece of ground. The 
second day after we left No. Third, the snow melted and the ground thawed, 
which operated much against our march. We marched two miles, which tried 
the strength and activity of our noble steeds. The General, who remained behind 
at Xo. Third, more properly styled Fort Starvation, thinking probably to take 
the advantage of the weather (this moderate thaw had opened the river in a 
ripple opposite to No. Third), had several pirogues loaded with his baggage, and 
manned immediately. After travelling three or four hundred yards, they found 
that they were blockaded with ice; they landed and guarded the plunder, until 
arrangements could be made for its transportation by land. The weather took 
a change the second of January. It commenced snowing, and continued two 
nays and nights: after it ceased, it was from twenty to twenty-four inches deep. 
During this time we remained stationary. On the third, the army resumed its 
march, wading through a deep snow. We had to stop early in the afternoon to 
prepare our encampment; to rake the snow away, make fires, and pitch our 
tents, was no trifling task; and after this we had to get bark or bushes to lie 
1.>n; the !ind, in this case, was of great service to us. Many of the horses gave 
out, and sleds broke down; consequently, the plunder had to be pulled or carried 
bv the men. I have seen six Kentuckians substituted instead of a horse, pulling 
their plunder, drudging along through the snow, and keeping pace with the fore­
mo t. In marching to this place we came through some good land, particularly 
the riYer bottoms, which are very rich. Wolftown, which is about half way 
between Fort Defiance and the Rapids, is a handsome situation. This has 
fo>rmerly been an Indian town. We reached Roche De Boeuf the 9th, four miles 
abo\·e Hull's road, a place where some French had formerly lived. Early next 
morning (as cold a morning as the Kentuckians ever experienced) a detached 
party of six hundred and seventy-six men marched in front of the baggage, and 
went on four miles below the foot of the Rapids, in order to examine if it were 
true, as said by some passengers from the right wing of the army, that there 
were ~ix hundred Indians encamped and picketed in, six miles below the Rapids. 
Th" detachment marched within two miles of the place, and sent spies, but 
they discovered no signs of Indians. The party remained all night, and partook 
of an elegant supper of parched corn, and returned to camp in the morning. 

1 lth . Some fresh signs of Indians were seen near this encampment. A de­
tachment of twenty.four men was sent immediately, under the command of Capt. 
\\'1lliams. They had not got far before they discovered the Indians; the firing 
commenced on both sides nearly at the same time. The Indians stood but a 
1ttlc time before they ran, but not until they lost some of their savage blood. 
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14th. An ,express arrived in caI?p, certifying that the boats which started 
from ,St. ~fary s, on the 4th, laden wi.th. fl.our and clothing, were frozen up in St. 
Marys River, and the escort was bwldmg a house to store the loading in. 

15th. Capt. Hickman started this morning to forward fl.our and clothing 
immediately on packhorses. 

FOOD SHORTAGE AND THREATENED MUTINY 

16th. We have drawn no fl.our since the 10th, in consequence of which there 
was a lett~r handed to the General last night secretly, which stated that the 
vol1:1~teers in two days, except flo:iir came bef~re that time, woulcL start and go 
to i~. an? they. would carry their camp eqwpage to the fort if the General 
required it. This news was soon circulated through camp. The officers used 
every argument to suppress the appearance of a mutiny. A court-martial was 
held at Capt. Williams'_s marquee to try John Hoggard, a private in Capt. Price's 
company, for some misdemeanor. He was condemned to be drummed out of 
camp. Col. Lewis paraded his regiment, and had him escorted with the fife and 
drum from one end of his line to the other: So he was legally discharged from 
~he army. The most commo.n punishment in camp for criminals is that of rid­
ing the wooden. horse, or bemg put under guard on half rations. All the beef 
an~ po.rk was issued to the troops this evening; our dependence for the next 
ration 1s on a drove of hogs that has been expected several days! 

17th. Three hundred head of hogs arrived to our relief. 

2~th. The weather is exces~ively cold; the. ice has stopped the navigation of 
the nver, so that the plan of g~ing to the Rapids by water is entirely frustrated; 
we had prepared about sixty p1rogues for the voyage, which will be left here for 
our successors. 

21st. The General has ordered the commandants of regiments to cause each 
company to be provided with a sufficient number of sleds to convey t heir 
baggage to the Rapids. It is said these sleds are to be pulled by the men 
as we have not a horse in camp able to pull an empty sled. ' 

2~d. A litt!e fl.our came to camp once more; quarter-rations of that article 
were issued, which was welcomed by rejoicing throughout camp. 

. 24th. Ca~t. Hi~kman returned with joyful news-that we should in a short 
time be suppl~ed with fl.our. The deficiency of this article had produced serious 
consequences ii: the army. We have here been exposed to numberless difficulties 
as well as deprived of the common necessaries of life; and what made these thing~ 
operate more severely was all hopes of obtaining any conquest was entirely 
abandone~. Obstacles had emerged in the path to victory, which must have 
appeared insurmountable to every person endowed with common sense. The dis­
tance to Canada, the unpreparedness of the army, the scarcity of provisions, and 
the badness ?f the weather, sh?w that Malden cannot be taken in the remaining 
part of our time. A?d would. it not have been better if this army had been dis· 
banded? Our sufferings at this place have been greater than if we had been in a 
severe bat~le. More than o.ne hundred lives have been lost, owing to our bad ac­
commodat10ns ! The sufferings of about three hundred sick at a time, who are ex­
posed to the cold grour~~ and deprived of every nourishment, are sufficient proois 
of our wr~tched cond1t1on. ! The camp has become a loathsome place. ·The 
hope of bemg .one d<l;Y rehe.ved from these unnecessary sufferings affords some 
relief. We received this evening a supply of fl.our and have been delivered from a 
state of st'.1rvation. It be!ng Christmas eve, ju;t after dark, a number of guns 
were fired ~n quick success10i:i; the whole army was orde,red to parade in order oi 
battle; stnct orders were g1v~n to suppress the firing. About an hour before 
d~y the firing ~ommence~ again; the army was again paraded and strict orders 
given, threatening to punish the offenders. 

27th. Part of the clothing arrived from Kentucky. 
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THE ARMY PREPARES TO MARCH 
29th. Vve are now about commencing one of the most serious marches ever 

performed by the Americans. Destitute, in a measure, of clothes, shoes, and pro­
visions, the most essential articles necessary for the existence and preservation of 
the human species in this world, and more particularly in this cold climate. 
Three sleds are prepared for each company, each to be pulled by a packhorse, 
which has been without food for two weeks, except brush, and will not be better 
fed while in our service; probably the most of these horses never had harness on, 
but the presumption is they will be too tame; we have prepared harness out of 
green hides. 

30th. After nearly three months' preparation for this expedition, we com­
menced our march in great splendor; our elegant equipage cast a brilliant lustre 
on the surrounding objects as it passed! our clothes and blankets looked as if 
they had never been acquainted with water, but intimately with dirt, smoke, and 
soot; in fact, we have become acquainted with one much despised in Kentucky, 
under whose government we are obliged to live, whose name is "Poverty." We 
marched six miles and encamped near Col. \¥ells's regiment, which marched 
yesterday; the sick were left at No. Third, with a company from each regiment 
as a guard . 

ARMY CAMPS ON PRESQU E ISLE NEAR TURKEY FOOT 
AND HULLS FORD 

January 10th, 1813. We arrived at Hull's road at the Rapids, fifty miles from 
Fort Defiance, and encamped on a very high and suitable piece of ground. The 
second day after we left No. Third, the snow melted and the ground thawed, 
which operated much against our march. We marched two miles, which tried 
the strength and activity of our noble steeds. The General, who remained behind 
at Xo. Third, more properly styled Fort Starvation, thinking probably to take 
the advantage of the weather (this moderate thaw had opened the river in a 
ripple opposite to No. Third), had several pirogues loaded with his baggage, and 
manned immediately. After travelling three or four hundred yards, they found 
that they were blockaded with ice; they landed and guarded the plunder, until 
arrangements could be made for its transportation by land. The weather took 
a change the second of January. It commenced snowing, and continued two 
nays and nights: after it ceased, it was from twenty to twenty-four inches deep. 
During this time we remained stationary. On the third, the army resumed its 
march, wading through a deep snow. We had to stop early in the afternoon to 
prepare our encampment; to rake the snow away, make fires, and pitch our 
tents, was no trifling task; and after this we had to get bark or bushes to lie 
1.>n; the !ind, in this case, was of great service to us. Many of the horses gave 
out, and sleds broke down; consequently, the plunder had to be pulled or carried 
bv the men. I have seen six Kentuckians substituted instead of a horse, pulling 
their plunder, drudging along through the snow, and keeping pace with the fore­
mo t. In marching to this place we came through some good land, particularly 
the riYer bottoms, which are very rich. Wolftown, which is about half way 
between Fort Defiance and the Rapids, is a handsome situation. This has 
fo>rmerly been an Indian town. We reached Roche De Boeuf the 9th, four miles 
abo\·e Hull's road, a place where some French had formerly lived. Early next 
morning (as cold a morning as the Kentuckians ever experienced) a detached 
party of six hundred and seventy-six men marched in front of the baggage, and 
went on four miles below the foot of the Rapids, in order to examine if it were 
true, as said by some passengers from the right wing of the army, that there 
were ~ix hundred Indians encamped and picketed in, six miles below the Rapids. 
Th" detachment marched within two miles of the place, and sent spies, but 
they discovered no signs of Indians. The party remained all night, and partook 
of an elegant supper of parched corn, and returned to camp in the morning. 

1 lth . Some fresh signs of Indians were seen near this encampment. A de­
tachment of twenty.four men was sent immediately, under the command of Capt. 
\\'1lliams. They had not got far before they discovered the Indians; the firing 
commenced on both sides nearly at the same time. The Indians stood but a 
1ttlc time before they ran, but not until they lost some of their savage blood. 
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Capt. Williams pursued them some miles, but could not overtake them. By the 
signs of blood, some of them must have been badly wounded. They left behind 
them two of their horses, a brass kettle, and some other plunder. One of Capt. 
William's men received a wound in the arm, and another got shot through his 
hat. Capt. Edmiston, who was one of the party, got his gun shot through the 
breech. 

13th. Two Frenchmen came in camp last night from the river Raisin. 
Those Frenchmen solicited protection and assistance, stating the abuse they had 
received from the Indians, and the danger they were in of losing their lives and 
property. 

15th. Arrived in camp this morning, clothing from Kentucky. The ladies 
who sent this clothing deserve the highest encomiums. If it had not been for 
their unexampled exertions, we must have suffered beyond conception. May 
they long live under the auspicious protction of a free government, and may kind 
heaven reward their unparalleled benevolence! 

Another Frenchman came to camp, confirming what was stated by the others. 
We now began to recruit after our laborious march, and after being deprived of 
a sufficiency of provisions. Although we have been without fl.our ever since we 
came here, yet we have been better supplied with provisions than we have been 
since we embarked in the service. vVe have here in possession many large fields 
of com, probably three hundred acres. vVe have erected a great many pounding 
machines, to prepare it for our use. This place has a solemn appearance. The 
inhabitants have fled, and the Indians and British have burned their houses, 
leaving some of the chimneys standing. By every appearance, this has been a 
respectable settlement. Four miles below our encampment, are the remains of 
the old British garrison.t 

ARMY ADVANCES TOWARD FRENCHTOWN 
17th. A Frenchman came yesterday from the ,river Raisin; he said two com· 

panies of British had just arrived from Canada, and the Indians were collecting, 
and intended to burn Frenchtown in a few days. By the repeated solicitations 
of the French, and being counselled by some of the field-officers, the General has 
been induced to order out a detachment of five hundred and seventy men, 
destined to the river Raisin; it was said, contrary to the instructions of Gen. 
Harrison. The detachment started* early with three days' provisions and pro­
ceeded on twenty miles near to Presqu' Isle, a French village on the south 
side of the Maumee River. The sight of this village filled each heart with emo­
tions of cheerfulness and joy; for we had been nearly five months in the wilder· 
ness, exposed to every inconvenience, and excluded from everything that had 
the appearance of a civilized country. When the inhabitants of the village dis­
covered us, they met us with a white flag, and expressed particular friendship 
for us. They informed us the British and Indians had left Frenchtown a few 
days ago, and had gone to Brownstown. About three hours after dark, a rein· 
forcement of one hundred and ten men overtook us, commanded by Col. Allen. 
Some time in the latter part of the night an express came from the river Raisin. 
informing Col. Lewis there were four hundred Indians and two companies of 
British there, and that Colonel Elliott was to start the next morning from Malden 
with a reinforcement. 

BATTLE OF THE RIVER RAISIN 
18th. We started early, in order to get there before Col. Elliott; after 

travelling fifteen miles, mostly on the ice, we received information of the enemv 
being there waiting for us; we were then within three miles of Frenchtown; we 
proceeded on with no other view than to conquer or die. When we advanced in 
sight of the town, and were about a quarter of a mile from it, the British saluted 
us by the firing of a piece of cannon; they fired it three times, but no injury 

tFort Miami. 
*The French, who were looking at us when we started, were heard to say, 

we were not men enough. 
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was sustained. During this time we formed the line of batt~e, and, r~ising a 
bout, advanced on them briskly; they soon commenced the firing of their small 

arms, but this did not deter us from a charge; we advanced close an~ let loose 
on them; they gave way, and we soon had possession of the vil!age w1~hout the 
lo s of a man! Three were slightly wounded. Twelve of the1r warriors were 
slain and scalped, and one prisoner taken before they got to t~e woods. In re· 
treating, they kept up some firing. We p~rsued them hal~ a mile to the woods, 
which were very brushy and suited to their mode of fighting. As we advanced, 
they were fixing themselves behind logs, trees, &c. to the best advantage; our 
troops rushed on them resolutely, and gave them Indian play, took the advan~ge 
of trees, &c. and kept them retreating a mile and a half in the woods. During 
this time a heavy fire was kept up on b?th sides; at length, ll;fter a battle of 
three hours and five minutes, we were obliged to stop the pursuit on account of 
the approach of night, and retire to the village; we collected our v:ound~d and 
c .. rried them to the village, leaving our dead on the ground. In th_is act10n ~he 
Kentuckians displayed great bravery, after being much fatigued w~th marching 
on the ice; cowardice was entirely discountenanced; each was anx10~s to excel 
his fellow-soldiers in avenging his injured country; those only fell in the rear 
who were most fatigued. Our loss in this action was eleven killed and fifty 
wounded.t Although the enemy had the advantage of the vill~ge in t~e first 
attack and of the woods in the second, their loss, by the best information, far 
exceeded ours. A Frenchman stated they had fifty-four killed and a hundred 
and forty wounded, part of whom were carried to hi;S hou~e, on Sand Creek, a 
few miles from the village. An express and the Indian prisoner. were sent im­
mediately to the Rapids. Some dispu~e aro?e between the Indians. and_ son;ie 
of the French on Sand Creek; the Indians killed an old man and his wife; m 
consequence of this the French were enraged, and resolved to get revenege. _They 
applied to us for assistance, but it was thought improper to leave the village, 
though some of them had assisted us and fought in the front of the battle. 

19th. A party was sent out to the battle-ground to bring in the dead, which 
were found scalped and stripped except one. In going over the battle-ground, 
great signs were seen (by the blood and where they had been dragged through 
the snow) of a considerable loss on the part of the enemy. Two of the wounded 
died. The British left a considerable quantity of provisions and some store 
goods, which answered us a valuable purpose. The wounded could have been 
as well accommodated here with every necessary as in any part of _Kentuc~y. 
Apples, cider, sugar, butter, and whiskey appeared to be plenty .. The nv_er Raisin 
runs an east course through a level country, interspersed with well-improve? 
farms, and is seventy or eighty yards wide; the banks are low. ~rench town 1s 
situated on the north side of this river, not more than three miles from the 
place it empties into Lake Erie. There is a row of dwelling-~ouses, about twen~y 
in number, principally frame, near the bank, surrounded with _a fenc~ made m 
the form of picketing with split timber, from four to five feet high; this was not 
designed as a fortification but to secure their yards and gardens. 

21st. A reinforcement of two hundred and thirty men arrived in the after­
noon; also Gen. Winchester, Col. Wells, Major M'Clanahan, Capt. Hart, surgeons 
Irvin and Montgomery, and some other gentlemen, who_ ~ame to eat apples and 
drink cider, having Leen deprived of eve~ kind of spmts nearly two months. 
The officers having viewed and laid off a piece of ground for a. cai;np and breast­
works resolved that it was too late to remove and erect fortfiicat10ns that even­
ing; farther, as they resolved to remove early next. day, it ~as n~t thou~ht 
worth while, though materials were at hand, to fortify ~he nght wing, which 
therefore encamped in the open field*, and Col. Wells,_ the1r comman_der, set out 
for the Rapids late in the evening. A Frenchman arnved here late in the even­
ing from Malden, and stated that a large numb.er of Indi~ns and British were 
coming on the ice with artillery to attack us; he iudg~d their number to be th:ee 
thousand; this was not believed by some of our leading men, who were regaling 
themselYes with whiskey and loaf sugar; but the generality of the tr.oops put 
great confidence in the Frenchman's report, and expected some fatal disaster to 

tit would have been better for us if we •had been contended with the pos­
se sion of the village, without pursuing them in the woods. 

*This want of precaution was a great cause of our mournful defeat! 
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Capt. Williams pursued them some miles, but could not overtake them. By the 
signs of blood, some of them must have been badly wounded. They left behind 
them two of their horses, a brass kettle, and some other plunder. One of Capt. 
William's men received a wound in the arm, and another got shot through his 
hat. Capt. Edmiston, who was one of the party, got his gun shot through the 
breech. 

13th. Two Frenchmen came in camp last night from the river Raisin. 
Those Frenchmen solicited protection and assistance, stating the abuse they had 
received from the Indians, and the danger they were in of losing their lives and 
property. 

15th. Arrived in camp this morning, clothing from Kentucky. The ladies 
who sent this clothing deserve the highest encomiums. If it had not been for 
their unexampled exertions, we must have suffered beyond conception. May 
they long live under the auspicious protction of a free government, and may kind 
heaven reward their unparalleled benevolence! 

Another Frenchman came to camp, confirming what was stated by the others. 
We now began to recruit after our laborious march, and after being deprived of 
a sufficiency of provisions. Although we have been without fl.our ever since we 
came here, yet we have been better supplied with provisions than we have been 
since we embarked in the service. vVe have here in possession many large fields 
of com, probably three hundred acres. vVe have erected a great many pounding 
machines, to prepare it for our use. This place has a solemn appearance. The 
inhabitants have fled, and the Indians and British have burned their houses, 
leaving some of the chimneys standing. By every appearance, this has been a 
respectable settlement. Four miles below our encampment, are the remains of 
the old British garrison.t 

ARMY ADVANCES TOWARD FRENCHTOWN 
17th. A Frenchman came yesterday from the ,river Raisin; he said two com· 

panies of British had just arrived from Canada, and the Indians were collecting, 
and intended to burn Frenchtown in a few days. By the repeated solicitations 
of the French, and being counselled by some of the field-officers, the General has 
been induced to order out a detachment of five hundred and seventy men, 
destined to the river Raisin; it was said, contrary to the instructions of Gen. 
Harrison. The detachment started* early with three days' provisions and pro­
ceeded on twenty miles near to Presqu' Isle, a French village on the south 
side of the Maumee River. The sight of this village filled each heart with emo­
tions of cheerfulness and joy; for we had been nearly five months in the wilder· 
ness, exposed to every inconvenience, and excluded from everything that had 
the appearance of a civilized country. When the inhabitants of the village dis­
covered us, they met us with a white flag, and expressed particular friendship 
for us. They informed us the British and Indians had left Frenchtown a few 
days ago, and had gone to Brownstown. About three hours after dark, a rein· 
forcement of one hundred and ten men overtook us, commanded by Col. Allen. 
Some time in the latter part of the night an express came from the river Raisin. 
informing Col. Lewis there were four hundred Indians and two companies of 
British there, and that Colonel Elliott was to start the next morning from Malden 
with a reinforcement. 

BATTLE OF THE RIVER RAISIN 
18th. We started early, in order to get there before Col. Elliott; after 

travelling fifteen miles, mostly on the ice, we received information of the enemv 
being there waiting for us; we were then within three miles of Frenchtown; we 
proceeded on with no other view than to conquer or die. When we advanced in 
sight of the town, and were about a quarter of a mile from it, the British saluted 
us by the firing of a piece of cannon; they fired it three times, but no injury 

tFort Miami. 
*The French, who were looking at us when we started, were heard to say, 

we were not men enough. 

of Northwestern Ohio 

was sustained. During this time we formed the line of batt~e, and, r~ising a 
bout, advanced on them briskly; they soon commenced the firing of their small 

arms, but this did not deter us from a charge; we advanced close an~ let loose 
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The officers having viewed and laid off a piece of ground for a. cai;np and breast­
works resolved that it was too late to remove and erect fortfiicat10ns that even­
ing; farther, as they resolved to remove early next. day, it ~as n~t thou~ht 
worth while, though materials were at hand, to fortify ~he nght wing, which 
therefore encamped in the open field*, and Col. Wells,_ the1r comman_der, set out 
for the Rapids late in the evening. A Frenchman arnved here late in the even­
ing from Malden, and stated that a large numb.er of Indi~ns and British were 
coming on the ice with artillery to attack us; he iudg~d their number to be th:ee 
thousand; this was not believed by some of our leading men, who were regaling 
themselYes with whiskey and loaf sugar; but the generality of the tr.oops put 
great confidence in the Frenchman's report, and expected some fatal disaster to 
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befall us; princ_ipally because Gen. Winchester had taken up his head-quarters 
nearly half a mt!e ~rom any part of the enc;ampment, and because the right wing 
was exposed. Ensign Harrow was sent with a party of men som& time after 
night, by the orders of Col. Lewis, to bring in all the men 'either officers or 
privates, that. he might find out of their quarters. After finding some and giY· 
mg them thelf orders, he went to a brick house, about a mile up the river, 
and entered a room; finding it not occupied, he immediately went above stairs 
and saw two men, whom he took to be British officers, talking with the land· 
l~rd. The landlor~ asked ?im to v:alk down into a stove room, and handing 
his. J;iottle, asked him to drm~,. and mformed him "there was no danger, for the 
British had not a force suff1c1ent to whip us." So Harrow returned about 1 
o'clock and reported to Col. Lewis what he had seen. Col. Lewis treated the 
report :with coolness, thinking th_e persons seen were only some gentlemen from 
town; Just at day break the reveille began to beat, as usual; this gave joy to the 
troops, who had pass~d the night under th~ apprehensions of being attacked 
before day. The reveille had not been beatmg more than two minutes before 
th~ sentinels fired three guns in quick succession; this alarmed our troops, who 
qmckly fo:rned and we_r~ re3:dy for. the en~my before they were near enough to 
do execut10n. The British immediately discharged their artillery, loaded with 
balls, bombs, and grape-shot, which did little injury; they then attempted to 
make a c_harge o_n those in the pickets, but were repulsed with great loss. Those 
on the rig~t bemg less secure for the want of fortification, were over-powered 
by a supenor force, and _were ordered to retreat to a more advantageous piece 
of ground. They got m disorder and could not be formed.* The Indians pursued 
them from. all quarters, and surrounded, killed, and took the most of them. The 
en~my agam charged on the left with redoubled vigor, but were again forced to 
retire. Our men lay clos~ behind the pic~eting, through which they had port· 
holes, an1 eve_ry one havmg a rest took sight, that his ammunition might not 
be spe_nt m vam. After a long and bloody contest, the enemy finding they could 
not, either by stratagem or force, dnve us from our fortification retired to the 
woods, leaving their dead on the ground, except a party that kept two pieces 
of cannon .in play_ on our right. A. sleigh was seen three or four hundred yards 
from our Imes gomg towards the nght, supposed to be laden with ammunition 
to supply the cannon. Four or five men rose up and fired at once and killed 
the ~an and wounded t~e horses. Some Indians who were hid bebind houses 
contmued to annoy us with scattering balls. At this time bread from the com· 
~issary's hous~ was handed round among our troops, who sat composedly eat· 
mg and watchmg the enemy at the same time. 

GENL. WINCHESTER SURRENDERS TO BRITISH COL. PROCTOR 

Being thus refreshed, we discovered a. white flag advancing toward us; it 
was generally supposed. to be for a cessat10n of arms that our enemies might 
carry off thelf dead, which ~ere numer?us, although they had been bearing away 
both dead and wounded dunng the act10n; but how were we surprised and morti· 
fied when we ~eard_ that Gen .. Winchester, wit~ Col. Lewis, had been taken prison­
ers by the Indians m attemptmg to rally the nght wing, and that Gen. Winchester 
had surrendered us prisoners of war to Col. Proctor! Major Madison t hen the 
highes~ in command, did not agree to this until Col. Proctor had pro~ised that 
the prisoners should be protected from the Indians, the wounded taken care of 
the dead collected and buried, and private property respected. It was then with 
extreme reluctance ou~ troops acce~ted this proposition; there was scarcely a 
person that could refram from sheddmg tears! Some plead with the officers not 
t<? surrender, saying they would rather die on the field! We had only five 
killed, and twenty-five or thirty wounded, inside of the pickets. The British 
asked when they came in, what we had done with our dead as they saw but few 
on the ground. A barn being set on fire to drive the Indians from behind it 
they concluded that, to conceal our dead, we had thrown them into these flames'. 

*Whei;i the right wing ~egan to retreat, it is said orders were given by some 
of ~he 0~1cers to the me". 111 the eastern end of the picketing to march out to 
their assistance. Capt. Price and a number of men sallied out. Capt. Price was 
killed, and most of the men. 
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'·otwithstanding all their exertions, their six cannon (which were all said 
to be six-pounders) did but little damage. , 

In this battle, officers and privates exhibited the utmost firmness and bravery. 
The British collected their troops, and marched in front of the village. We 

marched out and grounded our arms, in heat and bitterness of spirit. The British 
and Indians took possession of them. But all the swords, dirks, tomahawks, and 
k1ll\'es were given up with promise that they should be restored again. [This 
promise was broken.] 

PRISONERS TAKEN TO MALDEN 
,All the prisoners, except those that were badly wounded, Dr. Todd, Dr. Bowers, 

and a few attendants were marched towards Malden. The British said, as they 
harl a gre~t many of their wounded to take to Malden that evening, it would be 
out of their power to take ours before morning, but they would leave a sufficient 
gu;ird, so that they sho?ld not be interrupted by the Indians. You will presently 
see with what aggravatmg Clfcumstances the breach of this promise was attended. 

Brother Allen Darnell having been badly wounded in the right shoulder on 
the 18th, and I being appointed to attend on the wounded, I continued with 
them. 

Before the British and prisoners marched, the Indians ransacked the camp 
and got all the plunder that was remaining-namely, tents, kettles, buckets, pans'. 
&c. then coming amongst the wounded, greatly insulted them, and took some 
of their plunder. After they went out I bolted the door. They came again and 
broke it open with their tomahawks. I immediately applied to a British officer, 
and told him the Indians were interrupting the wounded. He turned round, and 
called to another officer to send the guard. The Indians at that time had 
plundered the commissary's house (which was near the house in which the 
v;ounded were) of everything they wanted, and piled rails against it and set 
them on fire: I, with the assistance of two British officers, put it out. One of 
the British officers (Maj. Rundels) inquired where the ammunition was. I told 
h m, if there was any, it was above stairs. We went up, but could find none. 
T~ere was a large quantity of wheat on the loft; he said it was a pity it was 
there for the Indians would burn the house. I apprehended by that, the town 
was to be burned, and began to lament our wretched condition. After we went 
down stairs, Rundels asked me how many we had killed and wounded on the 
1 th I told him, but he very haughtily disputed it. I had the return in my 
pocket. He read it, but made no reply. 

Those that remained of us being hungry, I applied to one of the British in 
he eYening for some fl.our, as there were a good many barrels in the commissary's 

house, which I considered to belong to them. He told me to take as much as I 
1rnnted. I asked him if there was a guard left? He said there was no necessity 
f r any, for the Indians were going to their camp, and there were interpreters 
1 ~t who would walk from house to house and see that we should not be inter­
rupter!. He kept walking about and looking toward the road. He told me I 
had better keep in the house, for the Indians would as soon shoot me as not 
although he had just told me we should not be interrupted! I suspected h~ 
was looking for Gen. Harrison. Oh! if we had seen General Harrison coming 
1ith his troops, the wounded would have leaped for joy! but I did not expect 
h"m 

As they did not leave the promised guard, I lost all confidence in them, and 
xpected we would be all massacred before morning. I being the only person in 

this h0~1~e not wounded, with the assistance of some of the wounded, I prepared 
methmg for about thirty to eat. The Indians kept searching about town till 

f•er dark. One came in the house who could talk English, and said he com­
manded a company aftP.r the retreating party, and that most of that party were 
lain IIe said the men gave up their guns, plead for quarter, and offered them 

m ,ney if they would not kill them; but his boys, as he called them, would toma-
h 1\:k them wi~h.out distinction. He said the plan that was fixed on by the 
Ir. hans and Bntish, before the battle commenced was that the British were to 

t ack in front to induce us to charge on them; SOO Indians were placed on the 
ht hand and 500 on the left, to flank round and take possession of the town· 

ut ~e said we were too cunning for them; we would not move out of the picket;. 
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INDIANS MASSACRE AMERICAN WOUNDED 
We passed this night under the most serious apprehensions of being massa· 

cred by the tomahawk or consumed in the flames. I frequently went out during 
the night to see if the house was set on fire. At length the long wished-for morn 
arrived, and filled each heart with a cheerful hope of being delivered from the 
cruelty of those merciless savages. We were making every preparation to be 
ready for the promised sleighs, but, alas! instead of the sleighs, about an hour by 
sun a great number of savages, painted with various colors, came yelling in the 
most hideous manner! These bloodthirsty, terrific savages (sent here by their 
more cruel and perfidious allies, the British) rushed into the houses where the 
desponding wounded lay, and insolently stripped them of their blankets and all 
of their best clothes, and ordered them out of the houses! I ran out of the house 
to inform the interpreters* what the Indians were doing. At the door, an Indian 
took my hat and put it on his own head. I then discovered the Indians had 
been at the other house first, and had used the wounded in like manner. As l 
turned to go back into the house, an Indian, taking hold of me, made signs for 
me to stand by the comer of the house. I made signs to him I wanted to go in 
and get my hat; for I desired to see what they had done with the wounded. The 
Indians sent in a boy who brought out a hat and threw it down to me, and I 
could not get in the house. Three Indians came up to me and pulled off my 
coat. My feeble powers cannot describe the dismal scenes here exhibited. I saw 
my fellow soldiers, naked and wounded, crawling out of the houses to avoid 
being consumed in the flames. Some that had not been able to turn themselve, 
on their beds for four days, through fear of being burned to death, arose and 
walked out and about through the yard. Some cried for help, but there were 
none to help them. "Ah!" exclaimed numbers, in the .anguish of their spirit, 
"what shall we do?" A number, unable to get out, miserably perished in the un· 
relenting flames of the houses, kindled by the more unrelenting savages. Xow 
the scenes of cruelty and murder we had been anticipating with d.read, during 
last night, fully commenced. The savages rushed on the wounded, and, in their 
barbarous manner, shot, and tomahawked, and scalped them; and cruelly 
mangled their naked bodies while they lay agonizing and weltering in their 
blood. A number were taken towards Malden, but being unable to march with 
speed, were inhumanly massacred. The road was, for miles, strewed with the 
mangled bodies, and all of them were left like those slain in battle, on the 22d, 
for birds and beasts to tear in pieces and devour. The Indians plundered the 
town of everything valuable, and set the best houses on fire. The Indian who 
claimed me, gave me a coat, and when he had got as much plunder as he could 
carry, he ordered me, by signs, to march, which I did, with extreme reluctance, 
in company with three of the wounded and six or seven Indians. In travelling 
about a quarter of a mile, two of the wounded lagged behind about twentv 
yards. The Indians, turning round, shot one and scalped him. They shot at 
the other and missed him; he, running up to them, begged that they would not 
shot him. He said he would keep up, and give them money. But thes 
murderers were not moved with his doleful cries. They shot him down; and, 
rushing on him in a crowd, scalped him. In like manner my brother Allen per· 
ished. He marched with difficulty after the wounded, about two or three bun· 
dred yards, and was there barbarously murdered. My feelings at the sight and 
recollection of these inhuman butcheries cannot be described. In addition to 
these deep sorrows for the mournful fate of my companions, and the cruel death 
of a dear brother, I expected every moment, for a considerable time, that the 
same kind of cruelty and death would be my portion. The Indians that guarded 
me and one of the wounded, observing our consternation, one that could talk 
English said, "We will not shoot you." This a little revived ou hopes, that 
were almost gone; and he, having cut a piece, hide and all, of a dead cow 
started. It is their common practice to kill a cow or hog, and take a piece, and 
leave the rest. Tn travelling two miles, we came to a house where there were 
two British officers; the Indian made a halt, and I asked one of the officers 
what the Indian was going to do with me; he said he was going to take me to 
Amherstburg (or Malden). I judged these villians had instructed the Indian 

*I was since informed that Col. Elliott instructed the interpreters to leave 
the wounded, after dark, to the mercy of the savages. They all went off, except 
one half-Indian. 
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to do what they had done. A few miles farther, we came to the Indian encamp­
ment, where there were a great many hallooing and yelling in a hideous manner. 
I thought this my place of destiny. The Indian took off my pack, broiled a 
piece of meat and gave me part; this I ate merely in obedience to him. Then 
we started and arrived at Amherstburg, eighteen miles from Frenchtown. The 
other prisoners had just arrived. The British were firing their salute. The In­
dian took me into a house not far from the fort; it was probably their council 
house; it would have held 500. In was inhabited by a large number of squaws, 
children, and dogs. They welcomed me by giving me some bread, meat and 
hominy to eat. After this an Indian asked me if I had a squaw; I told him not; 
he immediately turned round and talked to the squaws in Indian, while I sat 
in a pensive mood observing their motions. I discovered the squaws were 
pleased, by their tittering and grinning; one, I observed, had a great desire to 
express her joy by showing her teeth; but the length of time she had lived in 
this world had put it out of her power. I suspected, from their manoeuvres, I 
would have to undergo a disagreeable adoption (as other prisoners had done)­
and, what was a task still more unpleasant, to be united in the conjugal band 
to one of these swarthy, disgustful animals. The Indian asked me a few ques­
tion -where we had come from-how far it was-when we started-and if there 
were any more coming. In reply to these questions, I gave him but little satis­
faction. After this they spread blankets down, and made signs for me to go to 
bed. I did, and soon fell asleep, as I was much fatigued and had not slept much 
for four nights past. Early next morning, the Indian collected his family and 
all his property, and started. I knew not where he was going; he gave me a 
knapsack and gun to carry. Now I despaired of getting with the other prison­
er , unless I could desert from the Indians! I expected I would be taken to an 
Indian town, there to undergo a disagreeable adoption, or to be burned to death 
with firebrands. As he took me near Fort Malden, I took as good a view of it 
a I could while I passed it. It stands about thirty yards from the river bank. 
I judged it to be seventy or eighty yards square; the wall appeared to be built 
of timber and clay. The side, from the river, was not walled, but had double 
pickets, and entrenched round, about four feet deep; and in the entrenchment 
wa the second row of pickets. As we went on through the edge of town (Am­
herstburg) I asked an Englishman where the other prisoners were? He said 
they were in town, in a wood-yard; the Indian hurried me along and would not 
let me talk to the Englishman. The Indian had a little horse, packed with his 
plunder, which I resolved to take, if possible, and ride into town that night. 

DARNELL ESCAPES FROM INDIAN CAPTOR 
He took me to his place of residence, about three miles from Malden. I 

was anxious for the approach of night, so that I might make my escape. While 
I was consoling myself with the anticipation of seeing my fellow sufferers at 
!alden, night made its approach. Some time after dark the Indian spread 

blankets down, and made signs for me to lie down, and put my coat, shoes, and 
sock , under his own head. I wanted him to leave my socks on, for my feet 
would get cold; he made signs to warm them by the fire. Thus I was sadly 
disappointed. 

, "ext day he examined all his plunder. He had a very good suit of clothes, 
besides several other coats, socks, shoes, &c. ; among these were Wesley's Ser­
mons and a great many papers, which he gave me to read. I found several old 
letters, but nothing of value. He discovered I wanted to shave, and got his 
razor, shaving-box, and a piece of glass, and made signs for me to shave. After 
this, I lay down on some blankets and fell asleep. He came and awoke me, and 
gave me a twist of tobacco, which I received as a token of friendship. In a 
hort time after, he started to Malden, and made signs for me to stay there till 

he would come back. He returned in the evening with a blanket, tied full of 
I ayes of bread, just out of the oven, besides some meat. The Indians always 
gave me a plenty to eat; and served me before any of the family; with more 
politeness than I expected to find amongst them. He had drawn some money. 
I a ked him to let me look at it. I found it to be pieces of cards with the 
number of livres written on them. 

The third night at length arrived; and he made my bed as usual; and took 
my coat and shoes, but accidentally left my socks on. I lay down with the 
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INDIANS MASSACRE AMERICAN WOUNDED 
We passed this night under the most serious apprehensions of being massa· 

cred by the tomahawk or consumed in the flames. I frequently went out during 
the night to see if the house was set on fire. At length the long wished-for morn 
arrived, and filled each heart with a cheerful hope of being delivered from the 
cruelty of those merciless savages. We were making every preparation to be 
ready for the promised sleighs, but, alas! instead of the sleighs, about an hour by 
sun a great number of savages, painted with various colors, came yelling in the 
most hideous manner! These bloodthirsty, terrific savages (sent here by their 
more cruel and perfidious allies, the British) rushed into the houses where the 
desponding wounded lay, and insolently stripped them of their blankets and all 
of their best clothes, and ordered them out of the houses! I ran out of the house 
to inform the interpreters* what the Indians were doing. At the door, an Indian 
took my hat and put it on his own head. I then discovered the Indians had 
been at the other house first, and had used the wounded in like manner. As l 
turned to go back into the house, an Indian, taking hold of me, made signs for 
me to stand by the comer of the house. I made signs to him I wanted to go in 
and get my hat; for I desired to see what they had done with the wounded. The 
Indians sent in a boy who brought out a hat and threw it down to me, and I 
could not get in the house. Three Indians came up to me and pulled off my 
coat. My feeble powers cannot describe the dismal scenes here exhibited. I saw 
my fellow soldiers, naked and wounded, crawling out of the houses to avoid 
being consumed in the flames. Some that had not been able to turn themselve, 
on their beds for four days, through fear of being burned to death, arose and 
walked out and about through the yard. Some cried for help, but there were 
none to help them. "Ah!" exclaimed numbers, in the .anguish of their spirit, 
"what shall we do?" A number, unable to get out, miserably perished in the un· 
relenting flames of the houses, kindled by the more unrelenting savages. Xow 
the scenes of cruelty and murder we had been anticipating with d.read, during 
last night, fully commenced. The savages rushed on the wounded, and, in their 
barbarous manner, shot, and tomahawked, and scalped them; and cruelly 
mangled their naked bodies while they lay agonizing and weltering in their 
blood. A number were taken towards Malden, but being unable to march with 
speed, were inhumanly massacred. The road was, for miles, strewed with the 
mangled bodies, and all of them were left like those slain in battle, on the 22d, 
for birds and beasts to tear in pieces and devour. The Indians plundered the 
town of everything valuable, and set the best houses on fire. The Indian who 
claimed me, gave me a coat, and when he had got as much plunder as he could 
carry, he ordered me, by signs, to march, which I did, with extreme reluctance, 
in company with three of the wounded and six or seven Indians. In travelling 
about a quarter of a mile, two of the wounded lagged behind about twentv 
yards. The Indians, turning round, shot one and scalped him. They shot at 
the other and missed him; he, running up to them, begged that they would not 
shot him. He said he would keep up, and give them money. But thes 
murderers were not moved with his doleful cries. They shot him down; and, 
rushing on him in a crowd, scalped him. In like manner my brother Allen per· 
ished. He marched with difficulty after the wounded, about two or three bun· 
dred yards, and was there barbarously murdered. My feelings at the sight and 
recollection of these inhuman butcheries cannot be described. In addition to 
these deep sorrows for the mournful fate of my companions, and the cruel death 
of a dear brother, I expected every moment, for a considerable time, that the 
same kind of cruelty and death would be my portion. The Indians that guarded 
me and one of the wounded, observing our consternation, one that could talk 
English said, "We will not shoot you." This a little revived ou hopes, that 
were almost gone; and he, having cut a piece, hide and all, of a dead cow 
started. It is their common practice to kill a cow or hog, and take a piece, and 
leave the rest. Tn travelling two miles, we came to a house where there were 
two British officers; the Indian made a halt, and I asked one of the officers 
what the Indian was going to do with me; he said he was going to take me to 
Amherstburg (or Malden). I judged these villians had instructed the Indian 

*I was since informed that Col. Elliott instructed the interpreters to leave 
the wounded, after dark, to the mercy of the savages. They all went off, except 
one half-Indian. 
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to do what they had done. A few miles farther, we came to the Indian encamp­
ment, where there were a great many hallooing and yelling in a hideous manner. 
I thought this my place of destiny. The Indian took off my pack, broiled a 
piece of meat and gave me part; this I ate merely in obedience to him. Then 
we started and arrived at Amherstburg, eighteen miles from Frenchtown. The 
other prisoners had just arrived. The British were firing their salute. The In­
dian took me into a house not far from the fort; it was probably their council 
house; it would have held 500. In was inhabited by a large number of squaws, 
children, and dogs. They welcomed me by giving me some bread, meat and 
hominy to eat. After this an Indian asked me if I had a squaw; I told him not; 
he immediately turned round and talked to the squaws in Indian, while I sat 
in a pensive mood observing their motions. I discovered the squaws were 
pleased, by their tittering and grinning; one, I observed, had a great desire to 
express her joy by showing her teeth; but the length of time she had lived in 
this world had put it out of her power. I suspected, from their manoeuvres, I 
would have to undergo a disagreeable adoption (as other prisoners had done)­
and, what was a task still more unpleasant, to be united in the conjugal band 
to one of these swarthy, disgustful animals. The Indian asked me a few ques­
tion -where we had come from-how far it was-when we started-and if there 
were any more coming. In reply to these questions, I gave him but little satis­
faction. After this they spread blankets down, and made signs for me to go to 
bed. I did, and soon fell asleep, as I was much fatigued and had not slept much 
for four nights past. Early next morning, the Indian collected his family and 
all his property, and started. I knew not where he was going; he gave me a 
knapsack and gun to carry. Now I despaired of getting with the other prison­
er , unless I could desert from the Indians! I expected I would be taken to an 
Indian town, there to undergo a disagreeable adoption, or to be burned to death 
with firebrands. As he took me near Fort Malden, I took as good a view of it 
a I could while I passed it. It stands about thirty yards from the river bank. 
I judged it to be seventy or eighty yards square; the wall appeared to be built 
of timber and clay. The side, from the river, was not walled, but had double 
pickets, and entrenched round, about four feet deep; and in the entrenchment 
wa the second row of pickets. As we went on through the edge of town (Am­
herstburg) I asked an Englishman where the other prisoners were? He said 
they were in town, in a wood-yard; the Indian hurried me along and would not 
let me talk to the Englishman. The Indian had a little horse, packed with his 
plunder, which I resolved to take, if possible, and ride into town that night. 

DARNELL ESCAPES FROM INDIAN CAPTOR 
He took me to his place of residence, about three miles from Malden. I 

was anxious for the approach of night, so that I might make my escape. While 
I was consoling myself with the anticipation of seeing my fellow sufferers at 
!alden, night made its approach. Some time after dark the Indian spread 

blankets down, and made signs for me to lie down, and put my coat, shoes, and 
sock , under his own head. I wanted him to leave my socks on, for my feet 
would get cold; he made signs to warm them by the fire. Thus I was sadly 
disappointed. 

, "ext day he examined all his plunder. He had a very good suit of clothes, 
besides several other coats, socks, shoes, &c. ; among these were Wesley's Ser­
mons and a great many papers, which he gave me to read. I found several old 
letters, but nothing of value. He discovered I wanted to shave, and got his 
razor, shaving-box, and a piece of glass, and made signs for me to shave. After 
this, I lay down on some blankets and fell asleep. He came and awoke me, and 
gave me a twist of tobacco, which I received as a token of friendship. In a 
hort time after, he started to Malden, and made signs for me to stay there till 

he would come back. He returned in the evening with a blanket, tied full of 
I ayes of bread, just out of the oven, besides some meat. The Indians always 
gave me a plenty to eat; and served me before any of the family; with more 
politeness than I expected to find amongst them. He had drawn some money. 
I a ked him to let me look at it. I found it to be pieces of cards with the 
number of livres written on them. 

The third night at length arrived; and he made my bed as usual; and took 
my coat and shoes, but accidentally left my socks on. I lay down with the 
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determination to leave him before morning. I slept very well for awhile. When 
I awoke, the house was dark. I thought this as good an opportunity of desert­
ing as I could get, but with considerable timidity I made the attempt. I 
crawled to the door very easily, and raised the blanket that hung up at the 
door; just as I was going out he coughed, and I stopped until I thought he was 
asleep, and then started, without shoes or coat, to Amherstburg. When I got 
there, I examined several yards and gardens to see if there was any fire. After 
going through many streets, I turned my course towards the river, and 
accidently came to the house where the prisoners were. The sentinel, who was 
standing at the door, let me in without much ceremony. Providence smiled on 
this attempt to extricate myself from the Indians. Thus, through mercy, I 
escaped from the savages, and was delivered from the doleful apprehensions of 
being sacrificed in some barbarous and cruel manner, to gratify their blood­
thirsty souls. I gqt in between two of my comrades who were lying next to the 
door. My feet were almost frozen before morning. 

During my captivity with the Indians, the other prisoners were treated very 
inhumanly. The first night, they were put in a wood-yard; the rain commenced 
early in the night, and put out all their fires. In this manner they passed a 
tedious night, wet, and benumbed with cold. From this place they were taken 
to a cold warehouse, still deprived of fire, with their clothes and blankets frozen, 
and nothing to eat but a little bread. In this wretched condition they con­
tinued two days and three nights! 

AMERICAN PRISONERS MARCH FROM MALDEN TO NIAGARA 
26th. The Indians came early in the morning to search for me, but they 

were not admitted into the house. The guard said it would be well for me to 
keep as. much concealed as possible, for if the Indian I had left could get me he 
would kill me. He came to the door, and made motions to show how he would 
scalp me. I disguised myself by changing my clothes and tying up my head, 
so that he did not know me. 

The prisoners being destined to Fort George, were divided in two divisions, 
the first to keep a day's march before the second, in order, probably, to be 
better supplied with provisions on the way. 

I being attached to the first division, the Indians examined the lines very 
closely for me, but not possessing discernment sufficient to know me, I fortu· 
nately escaped. 

Malden, or Amherstburg, is situated on the east side of Detroit River, near 
its junction with Lake Erie, and contains about one hundred houses, mostly 
frame; in lat. 42° 22' N ., long. 8° 3' W. from Philadelphia. 

We set out from this town, and marched seventeen miles to Sandwich, a 
small town on the east side of Detroit River, and one mile below Detroit; it 
contains perhaps about three hundred inhabitants. We were divided in small 
companies, and put into different houses, where we had the happiness once more 
to see fire. 

27th. We drew a ration of bread and fresh beef, but no salt, and had no 
way of cooking the beef. We commenced our march at 1 o'clock, and marched 
ten miles, part of the way on Lake St. Clair. In the evening we were con· 
ducted to cold barns, and there shut up till morning, deprived of fire. 

28th. We recommenced our march early, as cold a morning as ever I ex· 
perienced, and continued twenty-four miles on Lake St. Clair; at night we were 
conducted to a cold barn on the beach; we lay without fire, except a few who 
could not get in, who had the happiness of encamping in the woods. 

29th. We again resumed our march, and continued on the lake fifteen 
miles to the mouth of La Tranche River, called by some the River Thames; 
during this time we had to run to keep ourselves from freezing; we continued 
up the river five miles, and stopped while the guard went in to warm and to 
get their dinner. Having drawn no provisions since we left Sandwich, some of 
the prisoners were driven to the necessity of picking up frozen potatoes and apple 
peelings that had been thrown out in the yard. One of the prisoners, being un· 

-0f Northwestern Ohio 

able to keep pace with the rest, was left on the lake, but was accidentally over­
taken by a sleigh and brought on. After being in a stove room some time, he 
was led out to march, trembling with cold. One of the guard observed, "he was 
a man of no spirit to freeze such a day as this." So barbarous were their dis­
positions and treatment, that I concluded we should die of cold and hunger. We 
marched ten miles farther to Captain Dolson's, where we were conducted into a 
large still-house. A number lodged below among the still-tubs by the fire; the 
rest on the loft, where they were annoyed with the smoke. Some time in the 
night they brought us a little bread and meat. 

30th. We drew two days' provisions, and cooked it. 

31st. It snowed all day; notwithstanding, we marched twenty-four miles 
and were shut up in a barn wet and cold. Going to a barn to lodge so cold an 
evening was like approaching a formidable enemy, for we expected to perish 
with cold in the dreary dwelling. Many got their feet frostbitten. We tried 
in vain to keep our shoes from freezing by putting them under our heads. 

February 1st. We continued our march twenty-two miles in a thinly settled 
country, and passed through the Moravian nation of Indians; in the evening we 
encamped in the woods. 

2d. We marched twenty-two miles, suffering greatly both with hunger and 
cold. In the evening we arrived at Delaware township, a small settlement on 
the River La Tranche. We were divided into small companies, and were per· 
mitted to lodge in houses by fires. 

3d. We had been two days without provisions. Here we drew rations for 
three days. Capt. Wolson left us to-day; the prisoners must forever detest his 
baseness and cruelty. We resumed our march in the evening and continued five 
miles, nothwithstanding the snow was two feet deep, and it was then snowing. 
We were better treated by our new guard. 

4th. We marched twenty-six miles to the head waters of the River Thames, 
to Oxford township, a settlmeent of ten or twelve miles in length. 

5th. We marched two miles, and were detained for a supply of provision. 
After being supplied we continued our march in the evening three miles farther, 
and where we lodged were treated very civilly by the inhabitants. 

6th. After marching twenty-four miles, principally through a wilderness, we 
arrived at Burford township. 

7th. In marching thirty miles to a little village near the head of Lake 
Ontario, we passed through the Mohawk Nation of Indians on Grand River, who 
are much whiter than any we have seen; their mode of dress is not different 
from other Indian nations, and they have the same savage appearance; we were 
informed that there are six nations on this river who hold a large body of the 
best land. 

8th. We drew our rations and proceeded on sixteen miles. In going down 
towards Lake Ontario, we descended a precipice upwards of two hundred feet 
into a level country; this precipice extends across Niagara River, and occasions 
those remarkable falls. 

9th. We marched eighteen miles through a well-settled country. 

PRISONERS RELEASED ON PAROLE 

10th. We marched sixteen miles to Newark, lately called Niagara West; it 
contains about five hundred inhabitants; many of the buildings are handsome, 
composed of brick and stone; it has several churches, an academy, six taverns, 
and about twenty stores; it is situated on the west side of Niagara River, in 
lat. 43° 15' N., long 4° west; Fort George stands at the upper end of the town. 

We continued here no longer than was necessary to make arrangements to 
cross the river. A British officer took down our names, and the regiment and 
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determination to leave him before morning. I slept very well for awhile. When 
I awoke, the house was dark. I thought this as good an opportunity of desert­
ing as I could get, but with considerable timidity I made the attempt. I 
crawled to the door very easily, and raised the blanket that hung up at the 
door; just as I was going out he coughed, and I stopped until I thought he was 
asleep, and then started, without shoes or coat, to Amherstburg. When I got 
there, I examined several yards and gardens to see if there was any fire. After 
going through many streets, I turned my course towards the river, and 
accidently came to the house where the prisoners were. The sentinel, who was 
standing at the door, let me in without much ceremony. Providence smiled on 
this attempt to extricate myself from the Indians. Thus, through mercy, I 
escaped from the savages, and was delivered from the doleful apprehensions of 
being sacrificed in some barbarous and cruel manner, to gratify their blood­
thirsty souls. I gqt in between two of my comrades who were lying next to the 
door. My feet were almost frozen before morning. 

During my captivity with the Indians, the other prisoners were treated very 
inhumanly. The first night, they were put in a wood-yard; the rain commenced 
early in the night, and put out all their fires. In this manner they passed a 
tedious night, wet, and benumbed with cold. From this place they were taken 
to a cold warehouse, still deprived of fire, with their clothes and blankets frozen, 
and nothing to eat but a little bread. In this wretched condition they con­
tinued two days and three nights! 

AMERICAN PRISONERS MARCH FROM MALDEN TO NIAGARA 
26th. The Indians came early in the morning to search for me, but they 

were not admitted into the house. The guard said it would be well for me to 
keep as. much concealed as possible, for if the Indian I had left could get me he 
would kill me. He came to the door, and made motions to show how he would 
scalp me. I disguised myself by changing my clothes and tying up my head, 
so that he did not know me. 

The prisoners being destined to Fort George, were divided in two divisions, 
the first to keep a day's march before the second, in order, probably, to be 
better supplied with provisions on the way. 

I being attached to the first division, the Indians examined the lines very 
closely for me, but not possessing discernment sufficient to know me, I fortu· 
nately escaped. 

Malden, or Amherstburg, is situated on the east side of Detroit River, near 
its junction with Lake Erie, and contains about one hundred houses, mostly 
frame; in lat. 42° 22' N ., long. 8° 3' W. from Philadelphia. 

We set out from this town, and marched seventeen miles to Sandwich, a 
small town on the east side of Detroit River, and one mile below Detroit; it 
contains perhaps about three hundred inhabitants. We were divided in small 
companies, and put into different houses, where we had the happiness once more 
to see fire. 

27th. We drew a ration of bread and fresh beef, but no salt, and had no 
way of cooking the beef. We commenced our march at 1 o'clock, and marched 
ten miles, part of the way on Lake St. Clair. In the evening we were con· 
ducted to cold barns, and there shut up till morning, deprived of fire. 

28th. We recommenced our march early, as cold a morning as ever I ex· 
perienced, and continued twenty-four miles on Lake St. Clair; at night we were 
conducted to a cold barn on the beach; we lay without fire, except a few who 
could not get in, who had the happiness of encamping in the woods. 

29th. We again resumed our march, and continued on the lake fifteen 
miles to the mouth of La Tranche River, called by some the River Thames; 
during this time we had to run to keep ourselves from freezing; we continued 
up the river five miles, and stopped while the guard went in to warm and to 
get their dinner. Having drawn no provisions since we left Sandwich, some of 
the prisoners were driven to the necessity of picking up frozen potatoes and apple 
peelings that had been thrown out in the yard. One of the prisoners, being un· 
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able to keep pace with the rest, was left on the lake, but was accidentally over­
taken by a sleigh and brought on. After being in a stove room some time, he 
was led out to march, trembling with cold. One of the guard observed, "he was 
a man of no spirit to freeze such a day as this." So barbarous were their dis­
positions and treatment, that I concluded we should die of cold and hunger. We 
marched ten miles farther to Captain Dolson's, where we were conducted into a 
large still-house. A number lodged below among the still-tubs by the fire; the 
rest on the loft, where they were annoyed with the smoke. Some time in the 
night they brought us a little bread and meat. 

30th. We drew two days' provisions, and cooked it. 

31st. It snowed all day; notwithstanding, we marched twenty-four miles 
and were shut up in a barn wet and cold. Going to a barn to lodge so cold an 
evening was like approaching a formidable enemy, for we expected to perish 
with cold in the dreary dwelling. Many got their feet frostbitten. We tried 
in vain to keep our shoes from freezing by putting them under our heads. 

February 1st. We continued our march twenty-two miles in a thinly settled 
country, and passed through the Moravian nation of Indians; in the evening we 
encamped in the woods. 

2d. We marched twenty-two miles, suffering greatly both with hunger and 
cold. In the evening we arrived at Delaware township, a small settlement on 
the River La Tranche. We were divided into small companies, and were per· 
mitted to lodge in houses by fires. 

3d. We had been two days without provisions. Here we drew rations for 
three days. Capt. Wolson left us to-day; the prisoners must forever detest his 
baseness and cruelty. We resumed our march in the evening and continued five 
miles, nothwithstanding the snow was two feet deep, and it was then snowing. 
We were better treated by our new guard. 

4th. We marched twenty-six miles to the head waters of the River Thames, 
to Oxford township, a settlmeent of ten or twelve miles in length. 

5th. We marched two miles, and were detained for a supply of provision. 
After being supplied we continued our march in the evening three miles farther, 
and where we lodged were treated very civilly by the inhabitants. 

6th. After marching twenty-four miles, principally through a wilderness, we 
arrived at Burford township. 

7th. In marching thirty miles to a little village near the head of Lake 
Ontario, we passed through the Mohawk Nation of Indians on Grand River, who 
are much whiter than any we have seen; their mode of dress is not different 
from other Indian nations, and they have the same savage appearance; we were 
informed that there are six nations on this river who hold a large body of the 
best land. 

8th. We drew our rations and proceeded on sixteen miles. In going down 
towards Lake Ontario, we descended a precipice upwards of two hundred feet 
into a level country; this precipice extends across Niagara River, and occasions 
those remarkable falls. 

9th. We marched eighteen miles through a well-settled country. 

PRISONERS RELEASED ON PAROLE 

10th. We marched sixteen miles to Newark, lately called Niagara West; it 
contains about five hundred inhabitants; many of the buildings are handsome, 
composed of brick and stone; it has several churches, an academy, six taverns, 
and about twenty stores; it is situated on the west side of Niagara River, in 
lat. 43° 15' N., long 4° west; Fort George stands at the upper end of the town. 

We continued here no longer than was necessary to make arrangements to 
cross the river. A British officer took down our names, and the regiment and 
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company we belonged to, and said "we must not take up arms against Great 
Britain and her allies until legally exchanged." Thus we were paroled; they 
hoisted a flag and took us across Niagara River,* which is about one-quarter of a 
mile wide to Fort Niagara, which is situated at the junction of Niagara Ri~er 
and Lake Ontario, in New York State; it is strongly fortified, and well supplied 
with artillery. 

11th. After regaling ourselves on the plenty of food ~nd drink .afforded us 
in the land of liberty, we set our faces homewards. One mile from N1a.gara Fort, 
we came to Salt Battery; it was composed of barrels of salt a_nd d1:t. Fr?JII 
this they could play upon Fort George. We proceeded up the ~ver eight miles 
to Lewistown which is on the east bank of Niagara River, opposite Queenstown, 
and contains 'only a few houses; eight miles farther, we came to Grand Niagara, 
a small village on the east bank of Niagara River just above the falls, and nearly 
opposite Chippeway. Above the falls, in the middle of the river, is an island 
about three hundred yards long, the lower end of which is just at the perpen­
dicular edge of the fall. On both sides of this island, all the waters of the rivers 
and lakes to the north-west, fall down a precipice of one hundred and thirty­
seven feet perpendicular, and fall near as much more in a rapid of nine miles 
below. Before the water comes to the fall, as it passes the island, it seems in 
swiftness to outfly an arrow. 

12th. We arrived at Black Rock nineteen miles above the falls. Here is a 
considerable village a navy yard, and three batteries well furnished with cannon. 
It took its name fr~m its rocky situation. From this we continued on two miles 
and a half to Buffalo, the capital of Buffalo county, New York State. It is 
situated at the foot of Lake Erie, opposite to Fort Erie. 

We continued at Buffalo one day, on account of the badness of the weather, 
and then continued our march thirty-two miles on the lake, and then marched 
through a well-settled country to Erie, the county town of Erie county, in Penn­
sylvania. It is ninety miles from Buffalo, and is situated on the south-ea~t shore 
of Lake Erie. We proceeded on by the way of Waterford and Meadville, one 
hundred and twenty miles, to Pittsburgh, and from Pittsburgh to Kentucky, 
by water. 

Language fails to express the emotions I felt on amvmg safely at home, 
to enjoy the caresses and society of dear frien~s, a~ter having endured so .much 
fatigue and having been so often exposed to 1mmment danger; and havmg so 
freque~tly expected death, attended with all the horrors of Indian cruelty. 

*The second division, who had been used far better than the first, arrived 
the day following, and were paroled in like manner, amounting in all to five 
hundred and twelve. 
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At the close of the Revolutionary War, when the struggling American colonies 
had gained their independence, they found themselves in possession of the English 
title to the great North-West Territory. 

This vast expanse of forest, river, valley and prairie stretched from the 
Alleghenies to the Mississippi and from the Ohio river to tlhe great northern 
lakes. For untold centuries this wide area of fertile land had been inhabited only 
by wild animals and shifting hordes of nomadic Indians. But out of this terri­
tory six of the wealthiest and m ost populous states of the Union have been carved 
since 1802. Of these states Ohio was the first. It was the gateway to the great 
west. And when our forefathers began to crowd over the mountain barriers, 
with their eyes fixed upon the forest and prairies of the west, they met stubborn 
foes in the French, English and Indians who disputed every inch of territory 
west of the Alleghenies. With this struggle to determine wlho should possess the 
great western territory really begins tlhe authentic, recorded history of Ohio. But 
there is an older history of Ohio, running far back into the past, which cannot be 
ga hered from the lips of pioneers or read from historical documents filed in the 
archi\·es of goYernment. It must be' deciphered, imperfectly, it is true, from the 
lakes, hills, rocks and rivers, and from the surviving works of a race of men long 
passed away. 

THE GLACIAL EPOCH 

Archaeologists have been busily at work for many years, and they tell us 
man·elous stories of the wondrous ~hysical conditions that, ages ago, prevailed 
in Ohio and her sister states east and west, and of the ancient races that inhabited 
this region. The student of Ohio's history should know SOl!Ilething of the great 
glacial epoch and of the "glacial man" who is supposed to have existed at that 
time. 

The physical evidences that have been observable for a long time prove 
beyond question that the beautiful and rolling surface of Ohio, and indeed of all 
northern America, was at one time covered with a vast sheet of ice from one to 
three thousand feet thick. This great icy mantle gradually crept down from the 
polar regions with irresistible power, and was accompanied by intense cold. It 
envelop~d all o~ Ohio except the southeastern portion, and from the Atlantic to 
the Pacific ocean. It extended nearly as far south as Bhiladelphia. In localities 
wh~re the conditions we~e fa:vorable the ice wave flowed down even into Kentu~ky. 
This great mass of movmg ice acted upon the surface of the earth over which it 
mo~·ed! mu.ch. like a migh.ty plane, or sometimes like a vast plow. As it advanced 
m its irresistible course 1t thrust the edge of its icy blade against the hills and 


