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TOLEDO 

1\\' thc eOIlr[esy o f the Toledo Pllhlic l.ihrar.l· "'C are permitted t o 
plloli sli the folloll'ing- :lrtide prepared under its sllpervisioll <llld from ils 
resources: 

I fow Illany people knoll" vcry nll1c11 about the Important cilies o f our 
coul1tn'? 110\1' 1l1an\' of Ihe111 real1\' knOll" Iheir OWll Cil\'? I low manl' 
of you'know abmlt 'r"olcdo at td \I'h" I·,lla].:cs it staml 0111 fr(Jlll other cilies'? 

, \!t a part o f ils dail~' work. Ihe Toledo I'uhlie Ljl)rar~' takes greal 
car(' to ~ee Ihat th e. history o f Toledo is preserved in its files as completcl~' 
as possible. As a result. the. hlmtry has aCClll1ll1lr,ted hooks, mag:u:inef:., 
pictures ami dippillgs conccrning our CilY, I knoll' thai many of you lI'ill 
Ix: surprised 10 hear Ihat Ihe library has .~O scrap books deali ng enti rel y 
wilh items un tIll' history o f Toledo ami ils doings. In addition. Ihe. 
lihrary also has 26 addit iullal scrap ht)oks dealing" lI"ith bioj:;raphies o i 
fa11l0l1S Tolcdoans. 

LCI's take one of these scrap hooks. open it up at randolll ami SC\: 
whal it sa,\'s, The first dipp illg" wc sec ill an article hcad ".~O Ycars . \go", 
This dipping- is from a newsp:lper of about 1903, so that the story is an 
accollilt of Toledo ahoul 1853 . . \ncl here is a eoill cickncc. The accOl\nl 
tells of T oledo as il looked from Ihe old high school huilding- as a center, 
T he coinci(\el' cc (If thi s clipping- is Ihal th e Toledo hig'h school building­
"ire is where Ihe nell" Toledo Public Library is at Ihe present time being­
,'onSlnlcted. Because lI"e think the des!.:riplioll of Ihe city and the sile al 
thai lil11e will interest yOll and ~6\'e ,\'011 an oppo rtunity 10 contrasl il wilh 
Ih(' prnelll l1eig-hboriH.)()(1. \I'e are {Illoting- from a leiter. in Ihis cli pping­
of N03 . writlell by Ihc archit e!':1 of the o rig- in.d T oledo lli;:.:-h 5d1001 
l)!1ildill~. Ilere is what he has 10 lIa\' : "'Ill recenlil' looking- o\'er 
.~OllW .)1(1 skClch('s made hI" !lIe 1ll1lll.I' \'e<lrs a~o in tlifferclit places. I ('amc 
across the \"en' ~ i111pk 011(' enclosed. reca llillt! SOllleth ing- of Ill !.: Toledo 
0 1 nOli" ;:;0 years ago. \\";11at a chang-e froln Ihal lime to thi s ! r believe 
it is el'e11 110\\' the sallie Hig-h School huildin g- althollgh g-rcatl ,\' enlarged 
"lid 1110demi7.cd. Then it was as sketched, amI il stood 'wa\' Ollt on a 
lonely IIi11 across blocked-olll sqllares and "IlHldy streetS in 100i,. \\'(':t land 
with scallercd hOlu;es of cheap appearance; all 'lI"ay out beyond the fringe 
of the eilY al ong- St1l11lnit Sireet . amI extending irolll tlte .\lat1111ee \\"esl-
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ward to abol1t as far as SI. Clair S t reet . To reach the 1-l1gh School, one 
had to go out either Adams, or.\I onroe Street. and up over the elevated 
rude wooden canal b ridges. BeyolHl the School building it was pretty 
much all oak fo rest with a farm clearing here and there, and we young 
fell ows used to go to a dance in one of these farm houses, at the end 
of a sleig-h ri(le, where now is all city streets and residences. I n my wildest 
dreams I could not imagine the Tole(lo of today." 

Leafing th rong h one of the biographical volumes we sec a clippin,!! 
from the Toledo Dlade of July. 15Xl6, whi ch tells the story of the Reverend 
David Bacon , a pioneer mi ssionary who preached the first sermon in 
Lucas County , Augu st K 1800. T he congregation was comprised of 
Im friencJ ly I ndians. Re\'en::ncJ Dacon had been sent out t o preach the 
g'ospd and convert the Indians at Detroi t. S tarting from Connecticut 
aioot . he arrived at Detroit . where he fo und only woods, savages, anel 
a mili tary post. Soon a fter tllis, the missiona ry came to preach to th e 
]mlians of the i\laumee \'a11 e\', whose wigwams were situated on the 
present site of Toledo. . . 

Th ese are samples of the man.\' in teresti ng- th ings that can lJe foun d 
in ihe lihrary's scrap books on your o\\"n city. Because we believe you 
wi ll he interested in some of the high lights concern ing- the history of 
Toledo. we arc goi ng to lei! you ahout them. 

Toledo. sitttated at one end oi the Great r .a1<es, its harbor considered 
to be one of the finest harbors 011 the Lakes, is an important transportation 
center. Tt is se r ved bv 16 main line r ailroads. 8 branch lines, 15 bus lines 
and over 150 Illotor truck lines. Tn this position for in dustry . Toledo 
can aTl swer the needs o f man, near and far. Toledo is not dependent 
on one or two major indnstries. but is a city of a g reat variety of plants 
and facto ries . ),[or e than 1,\00 individnal business estahlishmen ts are 
located here. 

When the world tu rns to one single city for so many o f its dail.\' 
needs, that city tllnst be considered g rea t for its usefnln ess. Di d y011 
know that: It is impossible for a mall to rid e in his machine. heat his 
house, ride behind a steam locomotive, take the baby for an airing- or weigh 
him. without depending upon Toledo to furnish some of the means? For 
Toledo is the manufacturing center oi antoITlobile accessories. The largest 
spark ping factory is located here, as are the manufactnrers of scales and 
children's vehicles. 

A n automobile in Asia. Africa. or South America depends on what 
has been made in Toled o. ror Toledo builds more presses and dies for 
t he auto industry than an)' other city in the world. and also has a most 
modern gear-treating plant. 

\Vhenevn a worker picks 11p a tool to begin a piece of work or lays 
clown that tool to drink hi s noonday coflee, he is advertising the greatness 
of Toledo. r or T oledo has the second largest tool manu facturing plant 
and is th e second largest coffee and lea manufacturing- center in the 
Co\lntrY. 

\Vhcn an American buys a window pane, a drinking glass, a mirror. 
a ttlhe, o r a bottle . he is no dou bt coming in contact with Toledo. ror here 
is the cenler of the g-Iass industry that reaches around the worl d and the 
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me rging o f glass husinesses defin itely makes Toledo th e headquarters 
oi the bOUle-making industry, 

Toledo leads the world in the mamdac!ure of atomizers ; o il well 
stt pplies: ~hcet tl1cta l stamping; spray pai ttting cq ttiptllt2nt: anesthetic 
nppliances and mallY o ther products, 

\Vhile tHany Toledo people know in a Kelleral way of the city's 
imparlance as a soft coal port, it is donbt fn l whether we realize that Toledo 
is one of the la rgest coal loading ports all the Gn.:at Lakes allil aile o f 
the largest not only in the country but in tile world, heing exceeded onl y 
by HamplOn Roads, \ 'irg- jnia, and by the port of Ca rditT. in Wales. 
l'erhaps the reason ior th is is that the cOl1ntry's 1110St modern coal a nd 
are docks are those on Presque Isle. This development is o f special 
interest beca use Presque Isle was a popular summer resort in the 1880's. 

T oo many people think of Toledo simpl.\' as all in dustrial a nrl C0111 -

mercial city. :\' 01 enough people are aware of the unusual interest the 
IJcople of this city have taken in culture and ed ucation. Toledo.ills .a re 
proud of their edllcation.al instilutions. Puhlic. p rivate. and pa rochial 
schools arc of the finest type. being- unusually well equipped. The beauty 
of their bllil d ings and the fa ci liti es provitkd are .an attraction 10 vi!'.i tor s. 

T o ledo also holds tIll' dis ti nct ion of beinjt the first city in Oh io to 
provide its citizens with a free public 1i1>r<lry. Toledoalls make liberal use 
of th eir libra ries with interests ocyond the workaday world of smokestacks. 
railroad I"a rtls anrl foundries. as can be seen from the circulation of OITr 
a million' books in a sin~le yea r , Iitc many thonsan<1s o f (j l1estioll s that are 
answered, :md the material provid(.'{\ on lil most every subject. I t is a n 
influentia l b (·tor in the cultural life of the cit y. and like a !rue university. 
~erves all ag-es. 

Kow that we have told .I' OU something about present Tuledo. let 's 
IUrn back to ea rly Toledo. 

Did you know lhat: Toledo's first i nd l1~try was a water \>O\\'er sal\" 
mill built in 183 1 by Ez ra Goodale a nd Ol ivcr Stevens. who const ructed 
a darn across Swan Creek near th e preSClll crossin ,!! o f Detroit ;\ venue ~ 

The Chippewa Tm\ians were the first settlers in Toledo? 
During" the Canal Age more than 4.000 canal hoats arrived and 

departed each year from the Toledo port? 
There was a fine of :; dollars for t ra l'eling faster than a wa lk on 

T oledo's firs t bridK~', a wooden st ru ct ure built in 1864. over the i\ l aumec ? 
That T oledo's fi rst newSJlaper was the Toledo Ilerald pnblished in 

1834 to be fo llowed by the Blade? 
That one In1l1dred years ago. the fir st tmin pulled in at th e Toledo 

Terminal at the corner o f Monroe and \Vater Streets? The railroad 
was o rganized in 1835 as the Eric & Kala mazoo Railroad and is now 
a bra nch of the :\'Cll' Yor k Cel1tral systcm? 

Also that much of our prescn t 1I01l' 1Itow11 sectiOll was. ill 1865, a 
popular residential distri ct wh ere some of the wealthi est fam ilcs lived ? 
The most popular section was the 0 11 e sLl ITot1llded hy \ladison. St. Clair. 
\[onroe amI Superior S treets? 
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T hen, too. LagTange Stre(·t and the immedi ate !Icighoorhood nca r 
SUlllmit St reet usecl to be pawd wi th !xHllders and a few other st reets 
were planked, bll t most of them were in a ho rr ible condition , with many 
side wa lks 11li ss ing and gas lamps lighting" the streets vcry poorly ? 

T hat one of the first thcatres was L'n ion I ia ll on SU1llmit ncar 
Jackson S treet where the Xeuhause! Urothers conducteel a store for many 
years; 111 fact, their store was 011 the lirst !loor beucath the hall. It was 
the gathe rin g placc £01- a ll sort s of ent~ rt aillnlent fro m lect ure courses 
and school COlll111CllCClilents to sport Ing' cvents. \li nstrd Sl10\\'S werc 
ia vorites, especia lly those that gave elaborate street parades. 

l\ lan\' of the o lder residcnt s can reca ll the th rill of seeing such sta~c 
stars as Edwin l:Iooth. J o~. JdTcr~()ll. :'Ilag-gie :'Il itchcl i. Sara h H~ rnhard t 
amI Law rence \:la rrett al the ,""heeler Upera HOI1SC, then located at 
.\'lonroe and SI. Clair St reets. This theat re, thcn one of the finest in the 
11l id-we~l was destroyed by a spectacular fire in 1893. 

Dicl you know that Toledo's greatest night of t \.: rror was January 3. 
1893? T his was the nig-ht o f the greatest fire Toledo evcr saw. ",hidl 
sta rt ed a t the Qual & King- elevators at th\.: foo t o f :'.[adison Avenue. 
Being fan ned by a high wind. the names leaped across \ r ater S treet and 
destroyed the old Chamber of COlllme rce buildin g- and thrcato.:lled the 
enrire business dist ri ct. Bm the wind shift('d. and in the m0l"11i ng, when 
the blackened rui ns appeared, there was onl.\' a Spllrt of tlall1l' to he seen. 
\.yh i\c othe r fi res haye call sed greate r loss of life, this fire was the most 
menaci ng to the city. 

Few o i the present popula tion ha\'e ally pe rsonal recollection of the 
g reat cholera SCo\lrge of 1854, wh ich carried off hu ndred s of the then 
small [>opnl ation. frigh tened others in to ka\'illg thei r homes and in many 
(:ases wiped 011\ II"hole fal1li hes. !{ l' conls sholl' that Ihe loss o f life wa~ 
;:;;; high as 33 1 from the time of its discovery to the tim .. ' it was stamped 
ont. One OtH of every twelve perSOlis died o f cholera. 

Floods have always been a menace to the city for old accounts tel ! 
(1 f 12 great d isasters. T he fir st di sastrous tlood ill 1867 causcd seri ons 
damage to the first bri<lge, hut 01(1 timers probably w;1 1 recall the tiood o f 
l&~. which even'om' £,w s was the worst ill the histon' of Tolcclo, with 
damage amoull tilig to n;allY hundreds of thousands o'f dolla rs. \Vater 
Street fl ooded ci~h l feet, was fa irly choked with icc, d ri ft wood a nd 
wreckage. It WilS at th is time t hat the Cherry St reet Rr idgc W(I" carri ed 
away by the noe of ice, 

In 1904-,300 feet of the Fassett S treet Rridge was carri c~l a way and 
il span o f the \Vheeling & I.akc Eric Bridg-e and the westerly approach 
of the lower T erminal Hai\ road Bridge were carried out by the ice. 

Then there is an inci rl c11l ove rlooked by histor ians of thi s area. How 
l11any know of th e ca va lr.l"mcl1 who batt led a company of Canadi,11l 
Patriots on the icc fields southwest of Pelee Island . l.i miles nort h o f here 
on :'.I a reh 3, 18.37? It was called the "Battle of the Icc", T he :'Ilarblehead 
peni nsula and the nearby I.ake Erie Islands were a "rendezvous" for many 
of th e " \>atriots" during th e distmba nce . Homes Were destroyed . ~ t1 ppl i es 
seized ,lI1d horses stolen which we re later ~old to mainland residents, 
One cia)' a party of "Patr iots" nca r the Canadian !30111lda ry were met 
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by British Cavalrymen, H urriedly throwing up a barricade o f icc, the 
"Patriots" began firing at the soldiers, bnt were completely l'Onted . Thc 
Battle of Icc marked the end of military activilies in this area. 

These are jnst a few of the interesting facts about your city. with a 
litt le historical background . To tell 1'0\\ of the grolVth of Toledo would take 
far more time. for irHlustry . commerce. culture and crltrcatioll have all pla~'ed 
an il11portant part i1l the ci ty 's deyelopmcnL Yon can beC()llle better 
acquainted with your city by g-oing- to .I'our nearest public li braF, where 
you \\'ill find material for your lise. 

MAG NA CARTA 
\Yar has its horrors-its triumphs-its losses-hut the present war 

lras tcmporarily enriched America by the deposit recently in the custody 
of the I.ibrarian of Congress {for the (luration of the war only) of one of 
the fou r existing original copics of .\lagna Cana-usnally recognized as 
the fo undalion of Engli sh liberty. 

[n the ceremonies attend ing the presentation bl' the British l \lll­
hassador . the .\larquess of Lothian. and attellr\ed by 't he Justices of the 
S npreme Court and others. l.ord Lothiall said that the g reat charter which 
had been loaned fo r exhibition in the Ilriti~h Pal-ilion during the World's 
Fair, was too precions to have its rcturn to England imperi lled riming" the 
war era and so he was in~trl1cted hy his g"Oye rnlllem to ask the Lihra r.l· of 
Congress to keep it \lntil travel hy sea is saie r. 

As the ambassador said. 
"The principles which underlay '\lag-na Carta arc th e ult imate iOllll­

dations of yon I' liherties 11 0 less than on rs. Sailluel Adams <lppe<l1ed to 
the ri~l l\s of nmgna carta to which the colonists. as free subjects. have 
undoubtcd cla im. It was ill their name that nml' ancestors threw the tea 
into Boston harhor ami rejected the clai111 o( Kin~ Ccorf!e I [r to lax the 
colollie.s for defense, 

" Tr was in their name ." he added. "thai. after bitter s<le rifi ces and 
fr ustratiol1. they drew lip that constit l1t ion wh ich .\11'. Gladstone, one of 
ti le greatest champions of human free(lo111, described as the most wonder­
ful work ever struck off at a g-iven ti me hy the brain am1 purpose of m<ln." 

:\lr. :\facLeish accepted the Lat in llianuscript and directed its instal­
lation in a case mad e especially for it. The casc stands just across the 
£"<l 11er), from the two historic docurnents of Lnited States histor\', the 
De.claration of Independence a nd th e COll st itulioll , After officials had 
pm ,\'lag-na Carta ill place. th e keys were handell to "\] r, .\lacLeish. 

Lord Lothian described .\Iagna Carta as a hasic charter of American , 
as well as English . liberties . .\]1'. :'IlacLeish said that its deposit in its 
lemJlora ry resting place was "an action fu ll of meaning- for 0111' times'" 

He referred to stateme nts heard in this and other COll lltries to the 
cffect that representati ve govem ment. with its g"tlarantces o f the rights of 
the individual. is all Ol1 tllloded, inefficient form of organizatio11, 

"TT istory has many curi ollS a11d circuitous passages, many winding 
>:tairways which turn upon thelllselves: ' 11 e said, "but 11one, I th in k, more 
curiou~ than the return of time which brings the great charter of the 
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English to stand across this ga llery frOlll the two great charters of 
.\mericau freedom. Th ol1 1 a~ Jetkrsoll , who was the t!"lle fo under of this 
library as well as the lrue author of the nol>lest of om charters, would 
have relished the encOlllller:' 

A few Illembers of Congress, SOllIe di plomats and 
from the readiug rOOlllS were in the audience, as well 

ma ny spectators 
as the Supreme 

Court Justices. 
The copy of .\fagna 

the fou r that are extant. 
Cathed ral. 

Ca r la is genera lly consi(lered to be the best of 
It l>c1ongs to the Dean and Chapter of Lincoln 

SH OOTING 

The hun ting season is about over, shot-gU lls and rilles afe laid aside 
for another year and the successcs of the hunt are only recalled when 
good fellows get together around the even ing fi re. 

Nimrod, 100 was "a mighty hunter" four thOllsa n<! yea rs ago. 13tH 

he killed wi ld game only for food or in self defcnse. 
Too many of onT hUllters today kill fur the love of kil li ng or to boast 

of the number of birds or allima ls tIley have shot as proo f of their prowess 
with a weapon which gives the \·icti lll lin k chance fo r its life. 

T hey shoot to bag the maximum number of birds or animals permitted 
by the law. Uther hunters are content with a small bag and get their 
chief pleasure fr0111 the day's tramp in the open. 

With sm,dl game the \\"i cle-~catterill g shot-gUll is deadly-a minimum 
of skill is required . Birds actl1ally killed are u~ually retrieved. Those 
merely wounded are left to die o f their wounds in the brush. 

\-Ye knew a real hunter many yea rs ago. He shot only with a r ifle 
and felt disgraced if he fai led to shoot a squirrcJ through the head. 

To kill it with a ball through the body-a larger larget, easier to 
hit- was not spo rtsmanlike in his judgment. I t was unethical. 

T oledo has at !cast one remnant of those ohler sportsmen, a man who 
loved the wild for its own sake: who, when ill health compelled him to 
give up his prosperous busi ness, spent most o f his time in the forests­
the wilder the better-boating with an Indian or Canadian guide in a 
birchbark canoe, over wal ers seldom before visited by white men, sleeping 
ill the open ullder the sky or Ilnder a tent, or in the shelter uf a bark !can­
to, looking up at the sta rs th rough the tree tOps, listening 10 the strange 
night sounds of the forest :l1Iimals, occasional ly shooting a deer or squir rel 
or catching fish but only when out of food: but, in his commun ion with 
nature, timling a restful cure for all hodily iIl5.- a lover of nature for 
its own sake and the lessons it taught hil1l. 

How cloquelll he grows today when some one refers in his presenCe 
to those ea rlier days. He st ill loves to fi sh and hunt but now he must 
go fa r to fi nd the wilderness which he loves, the rea l wild wood. 

No mean shot today, his friends a re ofte n the recipients of a brace 
of ducks or a portion of venison but there is for him TlO wanton killing. 
\Vhether he deals with man or beast, fai r play he gives 10 every opponent. 
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Mora lizin g 

T his leads us to moralizing. 
In some of our ea rly wars as a nation, the prowess of our milit ia with 

the ri fl e was a g reat a sset. 
Anthony vVayne's troops were largely recruited from men from 

l-(enttlcky and Oh io accustomed to the skilled use of the rirk. They had 
!carne!.l to depend 011 it to protect their homes fro m Imlian aHacks. 

So, at the time of Braddock's defeat- in the war of 1756 a fter the 
mi li ta rily trained British troops had been defeated and were fleei ng from 
the fire of the ambushing Indians, the Virginia Mi li tia, accustomed as 
they were to Tndian righting, were able with their rifles to fight their 
way out, with a minimulll loss. 

Do we have to read Cooper's romances of 2'Jatty Bumpo to learn of 
the marKsmanship of American riflemen? 

T o them the wide spatter o f the shot-gun was unknown. Keen 
eyesight and steady nerves made the rilko..........even the Illuzzle loader­
a forillida ble weapon in the hands of men trained to its use. 

T he sharpshooters of the Ci\' il \Va r ca rried down the earlier tra­
d i tion~. They did !lot have repeating r ifles to add to their deadly prowess. 

Politica l Warfare 

But not i ll mi litary warfare alone is individuality an asset. 
111 politics especially we need men of keen sight for the public good, 

with consciences to guide them in their individual actions . 
Vh~ arc so accustomed to mass fighting in politics and civi l affai r s 

that skilled and honest leade rship is almost lost. 
'liVe follow propaganda en masse. Vv\: vote en masse. \-\ie expect Oll r 

Sella tors and Congressmen and State legi slators to act en masse according 
to part~' instruction or their conception of party advantage . 

S pal ter ~'hot -glln politics- not /Jonest rifle politics!! 
All this is contrary to the ideas of the framers of our Constit ution. 

The Pu rpose of th e Co nst it ut ion 

Origi nally it was intended by those fo unders of our Republic that 
tile people would el ect to Congress and to other positions of public trust, 
men of chm·(l rter. i\fen conspicuous for their integrity, their intelligence, 
their known mental and moral courage. M en who could be depended on 
to vote wisely as their own consciences dictated. .:'l ien who would study 
deeply the needs of the whole people and would protect all rights , presen t 
and futu re, o f the 7/Jl1O[e people- not me rely of a party or local cl iqu e. 

Congressional log rolling was an unthough t of thi ng . 
Theoretica lly at least, these representatives of the people were 

elected because the people could tr llst thei r judgment, not merely because 
of a pre-election avowal of party all egiance. 
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Some men ha',e served in the United States Senate and Congress 
whose votes were oftell cast in direct opposit ion to the known opinions 
of their constituents, and those constituents continued to re-elect them 
year after year because they respectcc1 their character and found that their 
judgment wa~ unifo rmly sound and tr11stworthy, 

Today the timid congressman or execut ive studies first the supposed 
wishes of the votcr~ at home-not the ir real interests but their temporary 
wishes- already larg-el~· influenced by all sorts of propaganda put fo rth 
by pressure groups. TTis own judgment and conscience are sub~ervient 
to party demands, taken as the "mandates of the people' ·, and to the 
possible results of the next election a~ affecting hi s own return to officc. 
He is a scatler gauge shot-gun shooter. not an honest ritleman-a political 
guesser, not a thinker. 

If he guesses right as to what is wanted, he is called a statesman. 
If he makes a wrong guess, he is retired at the next election. 

15 thi s the best that American (lemocracy can hope for? 

The Editor. 

ALLEN COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

\Ne have just received from Lima, O hio, a program of the meetings 
of the- Allen Cou nt)' Historical Society for this winter and spr ing. 

It is most attractive anu we congratulate the Societ.\· 011 it s schedule 
of interesting ad(lresses. 

Among those to be given soon are talks and paper~ 011 : 

"SearciliNg for Great Grandfather,·' 
"Lin colli's IlIIpressionable Years,' · 
"The Hundredth Anniversary of file Log Cabin H(Jrd Cider Campaigll, 
··1'11(, f'rC.1("I"'i'(Itiol( of the COIIIl/ll111ily o,f Ln(ll·,"' (:tc. 

We arc especially glad that our neig-hboring County Seats are devel­
oping all interest in their hi storical inheri tance and we hope that this 
example will be followed by the formation of similar societies in all of the 
counties of Ohio. Some of the older counties have had such societies for 
vears. 

The early struggle~ of Ohio pioneers have been very inadequately 
recorded . There is a wealth of historical data that should be preserved 
and which will he completely lost unless soon preserved in a permanent 
form . Ohio needs a real historian who, not content with reciting the 
dry dOct1ll1enlarl proofs of ollTstanding btlt limited events. will with sOllle 
touch of sympathetic imagery make a close study of the lives and 
surroundings of patri ots who did so milch in indiv idually qlliet ways to 
create the great state in which we live. 

O lder staies arc doing milch toward re-creating this historical back" 
ground. But the task grows more difficult with each passing year, as those 
who took an early part in our growth or knew of the struggles of their 
parents arc passing to the weat beyond. 
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} \Il outstanding example o f such historical research is just now before 
us, as a result of our allusion in ou r last number to "Zeisbcrger, the 
founder o f the first town in Oh io." 

T hat reference happened to catch the eye of Dr. Elsie l\ l urray, the 
hist orian in charge of the Tioga Poi nt Historical !\ Inseum in eastern 
Pellllsylvania. Dr. IHurray has a passion for historical resea rch and it 
was from her brochure that we gl eaned 1110st of the information about 
the French tow n of "Azi1tl111·' wilh its romantic connection wi th j\1aric 
Antoin ett e whi ch we publi shed in O\1r issue of .\pri!. 1938. 

Te-A-O-Ga-Annals of a Va lley 

Dr. i\'I urray, noticing our allusion to Pastor Zeisberger. has now 
sent us a copy of her latest monograph on the annal s of the T ioga valley. 
( Ea rly spelling" Tc-.-\ -O-Ga in attempted imi tation o f the Indian pronun­
ciation.) 

Thi s littl e pamph let is so interesting that it is hard to lay it down : 
contain ing, a~ it does. a graphic accollnt o f the traditions-Tndian. milit ary. 
pioneer. elc.--o f Ihat famous va ll ey nca r the sit e of Azil1111l and til e Sus­
quehanna river-oll the famous Sli11i va n If:!i1. 

In that pamphlet are constan tly arisi ng' the specter~ of men ,I1lJ 
incident s intimately associated wi th early Amer ican history-\Vash ington. 
Schuyle r. Sullivan, E than Allen. grea t characters o f the Revolution, Si r 
WI lliam Johnson. Joseph Brant : Indian chieftains of the ~rohicans. the 
Lenni Linapc. Algonquins anti Iroquois. Zeisberger and other (levoled 
missionaries to the 1ndians, the massacrc of th e \Vyomi ng aud Cherry 
Valleys, the heroic struggles of pioneer men and women. Eve11 De Soto 
and Champlain and Captain John Smit h come into the picture with Ind ian 
myths and legends. 

Ohio has much of such lore now fast fading irom the minds of our 
citizens, because of the lack of men or 1I'0 l11CII wi lling and com petent to 
preserve it all for fulure gencration~. 

Dr. Murray's lit tle pamphlet (obtainable for 53 cellts ) is wen worth 
perusal by all of us who are interested in such subjects. 

\:Vould that Ohio had historians with the same passion for accurate 
research and with sufficient imagi nation to appreciate the im port o f those 
early st ruggles and to dramatize them so that the rest o f us cOllld see what 
our ancestors really struggled for in the creation of our state. 

FORMATION OF THE UNION 
A valuable and greatly appreciated addition to Ollr Historical Society's 

li brary is a volume presented by 1\1r. Alfred C. Hi r th of Perrysburg 
entitled "Documents Illllslrati1 1c of the Forlllatioll of the United S tates." 

Publi shed by the United States Government. it is authentic and con­
tains mllch material seldom available to the students of our national history 
and contai ning in ouc cOllvcnil·1\t volume:! fu\! account of the heart­
breaking efforts of Ollr early sta tesmen to soh·e the thousand new and 
intricate problem.c; confronting thelll. 
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it goes back of OUf " Du/araliull of IlItlepCII(/eluc" amI gives in full 
the "/(csol7.:a" adopted in Charloltc TOWll, ),Iechlenburg COUllty, 1\orth 
Ca rolina. May 31st, 1775, which under the name of the "J/cchleuburg 
Vee/aralioll," are regarded by 1I1:111y cOllstitut ional write rs as the first and 
real Declaration of Tndependence of ' \Illerica. 

It even goes farther back and '1 l1otes the "Dec/nra/ivlf. nl/d Resol~ 'cs 
of the First COlilillell/al COlIgl'CSS, Oclober 14, 1774" which fecited mally 
of the grieva nces of which the colonies were complaining" and m,lde decla­
ration of the rights daimed by the people of tho~e coloni es, induding" the 
figh t to the Common Law of England and the "illl'stimable pri\'i lege of 
being tried by their peers of tIle vicinage" accordi ng to the course of that 
[aw,-the right o f peaceable assemblage, the right to petition the King 
without prosecution therefor, with man)' o ther rights duly en ulll erated. 

This was a very mild docnment with no threats of revolution but 
was followed by others of a 1110re warlike character and finally by the 
Declaration of ll1(l ependence of July 4th, 1776, all of wh idl docuillents arc 
recited in full with the Ar/icles of COl/federa/iol/ . dated :'Ilarch 1st. 1781, 
and, later a ll, "The Proceedings of COlllmissioners to Remedr Defects 
(If the Federal Government" which resulted in the adoption of our present 
constit\ltiotl. 

T he "Ordillallce of Juty 13, 1787, fo r 'he em'emlllell/ (If the Territory 
of Ihe Vllili'd Slates, Norllm'est of the Rir'cr Ohio" (given in full in that 
volume.) is o f especia l interest to th e people of this section of Ohio. 

Importance of the Prob lems Di sc ussed by the Fra mers 
of Ou r Co nstitution 

But the chief value of the volume lies in its revcJ;l tion of the problems, 
new and perplexing. which confronted the framers of our Constitl1tion 
and the descripti on of the men who studi ed and debated those problem s. 

Thei r task was a tremendOllS one, T he old Articles of Confederatioll 
had bccn proven a failure. Thcy were su \\'eak as to be unenforceable 
:md the govcrnment under them was without credi t at homc or abroad. 

An enti rely ncw forlll of government. with practically no model ancient 
or modern to follow, must be worked out and it must be made a form 
which would be permanent. 

They werc embarking 011 an untried sea. 

How well these men-giants in their day-performed their task is 
hest stated by William E. Gladstone, England's great ~tatCSll1an and student 
of Govcrnment ill his celebrated pronot1ncement, 

"TIr (' 1110051 ~,'olld('rllll ~,'urJ.' C~ cr s/rr/(J.' orr a/ Oil ,' lime by till' broill 
Gird purpose uf Mall." 

1\0 stenographic notes were taken of t ile proceedin gs of the con­
vention. Tn fact the members were. sworn to secrecy-at least for a time. 
But the individual members took their private notes, somc of which have 
recently become available for the first time and arc. embodied in this book 
which we are considering. 
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Organizati on of th e Co nvention 

\\lhi le General \Yashingtoll was President o f the cOll ventiOIl much of 
the work was done in commiltl.'c of the whole with other members acti ng 
from lime to limc as chai rmen. 

Each st ate had scm to the convention as its represcl1tat i\·cs, the 
;tbl est Illcn it could choosc . :\ran~· of thelll were ripe scholars familia r 
with thc classic lore of ancient Greece and Rome . wit h the laws and 
phi loi;ophi\:s alld tht.."Ories of )::"ol'cr l1l nCII \ which had heen there tried amI 
llad failed . as well as with all Ih\: later phi losophies of mediel'al Europe, 
with the codes of Justinian and the legal wri ting-s of Grotiu s, PldTendorf 
and otlier commentators on international law and the principles underlying­
all law. and writers of later times, wit h the horrible example of the French 
[{evolution to warn them 0 1 excessive liberty. 

Division of Powers Into T hree Classes­
l egislative, Executive and J udic ia l 

:\pparelltly. the conven tion almost immediately agreed that the lIew 
government SllOuld consist of three branches, the legislative, the exccutive, 
and the judicial. Then the tronble bcg-an . 

\Vas the l1ell' Federal Government to entirely supersede the state 
l;OvCflllllellt s? Or were they to exist side by side, and which, if so. was 
t·J have precedence over the other ? 

Was the legislative hranch (the Congress) to he appointed, or elected 
b~' the people? 

\Vas it to consist of one house o r tWo? 
\\'ere the membe rs of one house to he elected by th e legisla tures oi 

the states or were both to be elected liy direct vote o f the peoplc? 
\Vas the Senate, if there was to he a Senate, to equal the lower house 

in mel11bcr ~ , or was it to he inferio r to the lower house in llt1mbcr~ bu t 
to exceed it in power? 

How were the nUllibers of rnemhers in each hOllse to be apportioncd 
"tlIong- the states? 

\Va s little Delawa re entitled was tllll~h representation as :\ew Vork or 
\·ir~.6l1ia? She stoml)" contended that she was. (Even threatening to 
stay out o f the Union unless she was accorded absolute e{ll1alit},-a COIl­

tention which accounts fo r the comprom ise which gives all states equal 
represcntation in thc present Senate.) 

On what subjects shou ld Congress be empowered to legislate? And 
what subject s shou ld be reserv('c1 for the legi slatures of the sevcra l slates? 
And in case of a colll1ict. which should he snperior to the other ? 

T he Executi ve 

What powers should be given to thc Execut ive? Should he be CTll­
J>owercd to declare wa r ? Or was that power to be reserved fo r the 
COIlg-ress? 

Always, behind these d iscussions of the Executi\'c's power appeared 
the speCtre of J/vI/arch.\", like a threatening goblin o r deTlloll. o r like 
the sword of Damodcs hangi ng over the natiOIl. 
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\Vould powers granted to the President lead to his usurpation of 
other powers with ultimate dictatorship? (Recent political discussions 
indicate that that spcctre has not been completely exorcised.) 

Mr. P inckney was for a vigorotls Executi\'e but was afraid the 
Executive ]lowers, unclcr the existing con federatio n might exten d to 
peace and war, etc. , which would "render the Executive a monarchy of the 
worst kind. to wit, an dective one." \rr. Rutlidge was for vesting the 
Executive in a single person. tho' he was not for giving him the power of 
war and peace. 

Should the President be COil trolled by a Cou ncil ? ?I I r. Randolph 
doubted whether even a Council would be sufficient to check the improper 
views of an ambitious man. 

It was even proposed to do away with the idea of a single executive 
and to divide the executive power among three mell (a proposition ad­
vanced by ~1\-1r . Randolph.) But :rvfr. \Vilson said that "a plurality would 
prohably produce a tryanny as had as th e Thirty Tyrants of ."\thcllS or 
as the Decemvirs of Rome." 

It was proposed to ''(If'P(lillt"' the Exceuti ve officer for three ytars , 
eligible for reappointment for a total of nine years only. Others thought 
a single long ten ll preferabl e. :\ term of fOllr yea rs without restriction 
as to reelection was finally adopted. Today we are facing- the question 
as to a third t ("1'111. The question still arg-ued was fully discussed as to 
whether a good President should bt eligible for reelection and whether 
a bad President could be gotten rid of, and how. 

The question of impeachment was debated pro and COli . 

The veto power was fi ercely argued, and from strange angles, always 
wiih the fear that monarchy wou ld l'esult: others thought that no P resident 
would ever dare to veto an act duly passed by the legislative bodies!!! 

Even Dr. TIenjamin Franklin expressed this view. 

Officers to Serve Without Pay 

Dr. Franklin also proposed that I/O Ja/(lrieJ be paid 10 the pllblic 
uff icers. bl!! tlwt their I)ccessar.r expcnseJ be paid. 

"This would make men." he sau.\. "'1101"(: desi rOllS o f obtaining the 
esteem of their countrymen than avariciO\1 S or eager in the pursuit of 
wealth. " 

What would modern politicians think of this proposition? 
It was also debated whether the Executive should be elected by the 

.\"ational legislature or hv vOles of rtprescntatives oi districts or h\' 
popular vote . 

The Judi c iary 

The composition and powers oi the Judiciary caused lon~ discussioTl­
the !lumber of Justices of the Supreme Comt and that Cou rt's relation 
10 lower courts . federal and stale. 

How should decrees and judgments of the Supreme Court be en­
forced ? Could that court decide cases against a state. and, if so, how 
coul(l it enforce the judgment? (A question which afterwa rds received 
a supposedly decisive negative in an attempt to compel the State of 
Georgia to pay snch a jl1dgment. ) Since then other states have bowed 
to the decrees of the Supreme Court. 
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Other Vita l Questi ons 

T he above are ollly a fe ll" o f the hundreds of perplexing" questions­
nell" in that day. tlWll for the first tilllC pre:;ellled and discl1~:,ed and 
decidcd--<li~c\lssed with a pat riotic a rdor and with a profound learning 
and eloquence sll ch , .\ ~ have been :;ddol11 \\'itl1l'~sl'd ill ll\llllall 1 1 i ~tory. 

A new world in the domain of gove rnment was bei ng" createcl. All 
realized the vital and solemn impo rtance of wisel~· la,l·in!! its fou ndations, 

Characte rs Represen ted in Th at Conventio n 

Perh:.!ps the 1110st interesting- part of the notes of the members o f th(" 
ConvetHiOIl-S011lC of them ncvcr revea lcel until this l'OIU111C was published. 
is found in the fra nk cstimates o f the characters and qtlalitics of their 
er)lleag-ucs. \ \ 'c quote from th e notes \)j 0 11(' m~·11lhcr: 

Rufus King of Massac husetts 

'· :'Ifr. King- is a 1ll,IIl much cl ist ing-Hishee! fo r his dlJquence :11111 g-reat 
parliamenta ry talen t ~. He lI' a ~ etlucaled i,l :'I l assa..::1111SC·ltS. anll i~ saill 
to have" )tood cla ~~ i c al as well as I C!~al knowled g-e. lI e ha s ~erl'ed for 
three years in th e CongTess of the Cnitcd S tates with great an(1 cleserved 
applause. and is a t this time hig-h ill the confidence alHl approiJation of his 
Country-men. Thi ~ Gellt leman is aWut thirty-three years o f a):!"e. about 
five feel ten Inch es 11igh well for11led. an IH111dsome face . lI'it11 a f:tron;: 
expressiv e I~,\'e . and a sweet hiRh tnned voice. In hi s public speak ing- th ere 
is somethinl! peculiarly strong" a nd rich in his expression. clea r and con­
vincing in his arguments. rapid and irresistible at timcs in his c\Ol.jtK:nce 
hut he is not always equal. H is action is nalUral. sw imming- an(l g-filCeful. 
but there is a rt1(lencss o f manner sometimes accompanying- it. Rllt take 
him tOil/ <'II se mble . he mal' with proprict v he ranked among: Ill(> luminaries 
of the present age.'·' , 

Alexande r Ham ilt on of New York 

·· Col. Hamilton is deser ved!\- celeb rated for his talents. li e is a 
practitioner of the I ,all', and reputcd to be a fi nished S..:: lIolar . To a clear 
and strong- judg-mellt he tillites the ornaments of fancy and while he is 
able, convincing. and engaging in his eloquence the Heart and Head 
sy mpathize in approvi ng- him. Yet th ere is something" \00 feeble in his 
voice \0 be equal to til e ~t rail1 !'! of oratOrl· ;-i t is my opi nion that he is 
rather a convi ncing- Speaker Iltan a blazing o rator. ("tlln. llamilton re­
(I llires time to think.-he enqnires into every part of his suhject with the 
searchings of phylosophy, ami when he comes forward he comes hir:-hl.1' 
charge(1 witll intere~\in<; ma\1er . tllere is 110 skimmin g" over th e su rface 
of a sllbjeel with him, he illust ~ink to the bo ttom \() S('e what fO\lndation 
it rests on.-His lan~lage is not alll'ays equal : soilletimes didactic like 
Bolingbroke r's. at others ligh t a nd tripping- likc Stcrn's, His eloquence 
is not so c\i ffusive as to lritle with the sen~e~. bm he ram l)les jllst enough 
to strike and keep up the attention. He i~ about 33 years old . of small 
stature and lean. I li s manners ;;I re tinctured with st iffness. and some­
times with a degree of vanity th at is highly disagreeable." 

1.1 



Tile Hist orical Societ:v 

Benjamin F ranklin of Pen nsy lvani a 

"Dr. Franklin is well known to be thc greatest phylosopher o f the 
present age;-all the operations of nature he seems to understand, the very 
heal'cns obey him. and the Clouds .I'ield up th eir Li;;hltliIlg' to be imprisoned 
in his rod. Bllt what claims he has to th e politician posterity must de­
termine. It is certain that he does not ~hine much in public Council,-he 
is no Speaker, nor docs he seelll to let politics engage his atteillion . H e is. 
however, a most extraordinary Man. and tells a story in a style more 
engaging than anythi ng 1 el'er heard. LeI his Biographer finish h is 
character. H e is 82 years old. atl(1 possesses an activity o f mind equal 
to a youth of 25 years of age." 

Mr. J a m es Wi lson of Pe nnsylvania 

"Mr. 'vVi lson ranks among the foremost in legal and political knowl· 
edge. He has joined to a fine gen ius all that can set him off and show 
him to advantage. He is well acquaillt ed with :\lan, and understands all 
the passions that influence him. Government seems to have been his 
peculiar Study. all the political in stitutions of the World he knows in 
detail, and can trace the causes and cfTects of every rcvolution from the 
earliest stages of the Grecian commonwealth down to the present time. 
No man is more clear. COpiOllS ami comprehensive than ;\'1 1'. \\filson, yet 
he is no great O rator. Tle draws the attention not by the charm of his 
e\O<luence bllt by the force of his reasoning. He is abou t 45 years old." 

Mr. Cove rneu r Morris of Pennsylvania 

'· ,Mr. Govc rneur Morris is one of thosc Gcn ius's in whom every 
species of talents combine to render hil11 conspicuolls and flourishing in 
public debate :- 1 Ie winds throug-h all the mazes of rhetoric. and throws 
around him such 11 glare that he charms. captivates ami leads away the 
senses of all who hear him. \Vith an innn;te 'strcach' of fane\' he brings to 
vicw things when he is engaged in deep ark'1ll11cntation. that'render all the 
labor of reasoning easy and pleasi ng. Hut with all these powers he is fickle 
and inconstant .-Ile\'c r pursuing Oll e train o f thinking",-nor c\'cr rcgular. 
He has gone through a very extensive cou rse o f rcading, and is acquainted 
with all thc scicnces. ).io man has I11 f'1rC wit,-nor can any onc cngag-c the 
attention more thall :\'Ir. :'I'lorris. \-Ie was bred to the Law but I am told 
he disliked the pro fession and turncd mcrchant. Tic is engag-ed in some 
great mercantile matters with his names:lke :'Ilr. Robl. fl lorris. T his 
Gentlemen is abont 38 yea rs old . he has lx-en unfortunate in losing onc 
of his Legs, and gelling all the flesh taken off his right arm by a scald. 
whcn a youth ." 

Ceneral Geo rge Wash ington of Virg ini a 

"Gen'l 'Washington is well known as the Commander in chief of the 
late American Army. Having cond ucted these stales to independence and 
peace, hc now appea rs to assist in framing a Government to make the 
People happy. Like Gusta vus Vasa. he may he said to be the deliverer 
of his Country :-likc Peter the Great, he appears as the politician and the 
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Stat esman: and like Cinci nnatus he returned to his farm perfectl.v con­
tented wilh being- only a plain Citizen. after enjoying- the highest honor 
of the Confe(leracy,- and now only seeks for the approbation of hi s 
Coulltry-men by being virtuous and useful. T he General was cond ucted 
to the Chair as President of the Convention b\' the unanimous voice of 
its M('mbers. He is in the 52d year of hi s age.' 

Mr. Geo rge Wyth e of Virg ini a 

' ·r-dr. vVythc is the fa moHs Professor o f L1.w at the Univcrsity of 
I,oV iJl iam and l\ la ry. He is confessedly one of the most learned leg-a! 
characters of the present age. prom his close allenli oll to the study of 
gcneral learnil! g he has aCCJll ired a compleat knowledge o f th e dead lan­
guages and a ll the sciences. He is remarked for his exa mpl"ry life, and 
universall v esteemed for his good principles. :Jo ]\lan it is sa id undcr­
:-.IHllds the histon· of (;ove rninent better Ihall \ Ir. \\\·the. nor an\· Ol1e 
who underswJl(ls ' the fluctuati ng condition to which a ll ·societies arc'liable 
bett er than he does, yet from hi s too favorable opi nion of fdan. he is no 
g reat politicia n. He is a neat and pleasi ng- Speak er and a 1ll0~ t W1TeCl 
::Inri ahle \ ,Vrit er, "\'fr. Wyth e is ahout 55 years of age." 

Mr, J ames Ma di so n , Jun r. of Virgi n ia 

" Mr. "\[adi501l is a chara cter \\"ho has long been in public life: and 
\\"h01 t is "CfI' remarkable cven· Pcrson secll1~ to acknO\\"led~e hi s ~realncs~. 
lI e hlend s·togethe r the pro'found politician. wit l1 the Scholar: III til e 
management of every great question he ev idently took the lead in th e 
Cllllvention al111 Iho· he Ci\1I 110t be calle(1 all orator. he is a most agreeable. 
e loq uent. and conv incing- spea ker. From a spirit of indust ry and appli­
cation which he possesses in a most eminent degree, he al ways comes 
forward the besl informed nlan of any point in debate , T he affairs of the 
t ·lIit ed States , he, perhaps has tltt; 1l10~t CO!'rCC I' kn owledge oi , of an." 11I,Ul 

ill the Union. He has beell twice a ~le11lhe r o f ConR'rcss . and was a lwal' s 
thought one of the ablest, lllembers that eVer sat in tha t Cou ncil. ;\ [r. 
~1ad ison is about 37 years of age, a Gentleman of great modesty. Wi lh 
a remarkable sweet tem per. He is easy and unreserved among h is 
acquaintance, and has a most agreeable style of cOllversat ion." . 

V.,re might q\1ote the estimates givel] of many others. the Pinckneys, 
Pierce Butler, Ed mond Randolph, Luther tvlartin, Dani el Carrol, Robert 
,\1 orris, \Vm. Livingston , \VIll , Patterson. Ge rry and many of lesser fame. 
but space fo rbids, 

Perhaps, however. we should not uegleet the statemen t about l{oger 
She rman. evi dem!y one of the 1110st striking cha racters in the wh ole 
membership of th e Convention , Tt is as foll ows : 

" Mr. Sherman exhihi lS the oddest shaped characte r rever rememocr 
to ha ve met with, He is awkward, unmeaning and unaccoun tably strange 
in his manner, But in his train of thinking there is something. reg-ular, 
dL"CP and com prehensive; yet the oddity of his address . the vulgarisms 
that accompany hi s public speaking, and that strange New England can! 
which fll ns tl1ro(1g-h his puhlic as wel l as his priva te spenking make every 

15 

• 



The H istorical Suciety 

thing that is COIHlccted with hilll grotesque and laugha ble: and yet he 
deserves in fi nite praisc.- no .\I a n has a bett er heart or a dearer H ead. 
If he cannot em hellish he can fu rnish thoughts tha t a re wise and useful. 
H e is a n able politician and extremely a rt ful in accomplishing' any part icu­
lar object ;-it i ~ n;markable that he seld om fail s. 1 am told that he sit!' 
all the ['k neh ill Connecticut a nd is very correct in Ihe diseha rg"e of his 
J ud icia l fu ncliol1s. [n the ca rly pa rt oi his life he was a Shoe-maker : 
bu t despising- the lowlin ess of h i~ condition. he turned A ll1 lanack Inake r. 
and so pmg-ressecl upwards to a Judge. He has been several years a 
member of Congress. and d ischarged the duties of his Office with honor 
ami credit to hil11 self. <\I1 d ad vantage to th e Stal e he represented. He is 
abou! 60. " 

The notes above quoted aTC frOI11 thosc of .\ [ajoT Wi Biam Pi erce of 
Georg ia and hi s conclud ing estimate of himsel f may be ta ken either as 
one of extreme modesty or of egotism. as one chooses to interpret it. 
He says: " My 011" 11 Ch" raClcr I shall not attempt to draw . hilt leave those 
who rnay choose to speculate on it. to conside r it in a lly li ght tha t their 
fancy o r imagination 111.\)" depict. [ am conscious o f ha \'i n!{ discharged 
TIl)' d uty as a soldie r th rough the cou rse of the late revolutioll with honor 
and propriety; and Ill)" servi ces in Congress and th e Convention were 
bestowed wit h the best i11ten liOIl towards the interest o f (;corg-ia. amI 
towards the general we lfa re of the Confederacy. r possess ambition. and 
it was that. and tIl e flatl cring opinion which ~ome of Illy Friends had of 
Ille. that ::rave 111e a scat in the wisest COllncil in the \\·orlcl. :lI1 cl furnished 
111(: with 'an opportllnit." of gi" ing" the5C short sketches of the Character~ 
"'\"ho conlp()~ed il. ·' 

Jallies .\ Iadison in his notes tllllS describes the opening- proceedings: 

"Mr. Robert Morri s informed th e members assembled that by the 
instrnction &- ;n behalf. of the dq ll1tation of l'ena. h\' proposed George 
\Vash ington, ES(I . late Commander in Chie f fo r p resiclent o f the Con­
vent ion. ;\ lr. Jn o RIIlI idge ~econd ed th e Ill otion ; expres~ ing hi s COI1 -
fidetlce th at the choicc would be unan imous. and obser ving that the 
presence of Genl \Vashi ngtoll fo rbad any 0],5en 'ations 0 11 the occasion 
wh ich might o ther wise he prope r. 

Gencnd \ Vashi ngtol1 was acco rdingly unanimollsly elected by ballot. 
and con(luctcd 10 the chai r hy r.. lr. R. J\ lorris and .\1 1'. R utli dg-e; from 
which ill a ven ' e l11phatic Illann er he thanked the Conventi on fo r th e honor 
rhey hall con fer red 0 11 him. remi nded them of t he novelty of the scelle 
o f business in which he was to act, lamented his want of belter qu alifi­
cations an d claimed the indulg-encc of th e "l-l o \1 ~e towards the in vohmtarv 
errors which his inexperience might occasion. . 

"(The 110mi na tion came with particula r grace from Penna. as Doc'r 
F ranklin a lone cOlild have been lhought o f a s a competi tor. T he Doc 'r 
was himself to have made the nomi ll;llion of Gen'l V,'ashi ng-ton, but the 
state of the weathe r and of h i~ llealt h confined him to his house.) " 

\ Vhile Gene ral Washing ton was Presiden t of the COIwention much 
of lhe work was (lone in committee of the whole wit h other members 
;]ctin g" frol11 lime \0 til11e as chairmell. 

• 


