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This year. the L'ni\'crsity of \:Cl\' Yo rk has hOllored itself by clectillg 
\<) its "Ilall oi I;alllc" olle oi ,\l11erica' ;; grl'atesl SOIl.l! writcrs alld ('0111-
posers oi iolk song-s-lI'tll)Sl' tCJ1(kr patho~ ,lid almo"t as 11lllch-it i~ 
;;a ill-for Ihl' c11laneipation of the negro al' ("I/'ll' TOII/'s Cahill al1ll otlln 
wri t ing's oi I larriCI Ik!.:~hn StoII'e. 

I ~ke li () n \u lh:ll I lal l o f Fa11lr r!.:q u ircs a sc\'.;:re <1 11 d c011lplica\l'd 
tl.'~t. II O(:C ll r ,~ onl," OIKl' ill fivc -"I.'ar~, The act ual " I I all" ('onsisls oi 
a gr!.::JI culU1111ade crcl,tcd IJ11 tIl(" l·nil'crl'it.\· grIJ\l1l(ls throug'h the g-cne1'­
()sity o i Hdell (;oul,l. The l"a1lClidate 111lISt ha\'e IJeI.'II llead 25 year:< . 
. \11 hl1t the mosl \\"{)rlhy names arl' \\ceded Ollt by Ihe l·uil'cr."it.1" offil'e 
from the 11lany l'ropo:;('d, T he n::1I1aining" na111es arc thcll pa:<se!l on tf) 
the scnate f)f Ihe 1. ·!linersit;." II"llich C111~ the li;;t dOll"n :<ti l1 further ;111(1 
:< \ ilJI\ l i t ~ thl.: rcmai ll ill ),; namcs to the Ii all of F:l tllc dcc(or~-a board 
(If ahol1t 100 llnlahk:< from a ll 0\'\:1' the C\l\t1ltry. people like \\' ill iam I.yon 
I'hdp~ . lTck'1l h:dkr, \\ ' alter I.ippm<ln, Th\llllas r,amQn\. Fonr-fifth~ 
o f thc~e e!cl'lors 111111'\ concnr ill thl' decti!)l\. This YTar ~1t'phcn Fo<:tcr 
11;1:< the only OIIC clectcd OtH of 143 namcs snbllli\lcd 10 Ihc "I'llate--hc 
rl.'eeil'ed 8fi \"ole,.. . \llIong- his present "associate:<" in till' Hall arc 
\\·a."hing-toll . Lincoln, l~eTlja1lliu Frank lin. ~;l'1H' r;d.~ (;l"OIl1t atlli Shnlll<lll, 
I larrid Ileceher ;-;(O\\'e. :,Iary '-.\'Illl. F ra ll ec!> \\·illard . J <lllll'~ I'Cllt . . \ ~a 
(;r:ty, (;Corgc I \ ;ahnd,l' ;l1I d many ot ll l'r fa1ll0\\ ~ .\ 1\l c\'i('a \l ~, 

. \ILhollgh ;-;Icphe\l Foster \\"a~ lleVer l'~pecialk idelltiti "d with Xorth­
II'l'steru Ohio. he was al different period:: a reside1ll oi Y0l1l1g'stO\\" ll Ollld 
Cincinnati and he was uy hi~ poetry ami $ong'~ in i1 n :ry real ."e11S(: 
a citizen o i all .\l1l!.:rica. \rc arc fO\"lllllale ill ha\·in '.!' availahlc ior 
publication h.l· the grarious COI11"\es.\· o f it s <Iutho1" . the following" exccrpl$ 
from a hooklet 1"eel'11I1.\· pu hli shed hy tlH.: <ll'l'oln plishe(1 ;nl! l1or alld au tho r;t.\· 
·,f til l' S lI cnandOill1 \·n ll ey . Elsi e .\ Iurray, Ph. D .. to wholl\ \I'C have at 
other limcs been illddllcd for "ario\ls :<kdehl's of ea rl y .\llIcric<ln histor~' 
eOllllCetcd with thc Shellandoah \ ·a lle.l' and cspecia ll .l· for thc aCCOl1lll of 
the ·'.hilul1I·' prepared ill thaI valley jor :,larie .\lIloinelle \\'hell her 
friends ha(1 rese\ll'd her-as they lIel'e r !'ol1ccceded ill doi ll ;,!- from her 
prison in Par is. 
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STEPHEN COLLINS FOSTER 
BI" ELSI E I'll lJ RR.I v 

()f all the fa lllOlIS travel lers up the Susq ueh anna, nonc h3s left 
a memory dearer to the a\'{:rag:e Pellllsl' Iv311ian th an the sub ject o f t his 
sketeh, L'p this great natural hig-hway, illtent 011 war or peace, have 
prtssed ill Lllr,l Aildaste ci,ieftaill: Cha illpla ill 's f<:a rless scout, Ilnde : 
:\lohal\'k -trai ned Conrad \Veiser and his .\Ioraviall brcthen l: map-maker 
Evans and the gt'ntle Qua ker 1J0trtnist, John Bart ram : Su lli van with his 
motley camp-followers: aTld later a long train of distin~uished F rench 
fugitives from I{ evolutionary chaos , Yet I ndian wa rrior, scienti st or 
sta tesman, 1101lt' has lo\\ched the pop\\lar fancy or wrung ti le hca n -st rillgs 
more profound l,\" than a ce rtain homesick lad of th irlecl l yea rs from 
P ittsburgh: who jout"lwyi ng- across the m0111]tain s wit h his older brother, 
callie lip the ri\'er ill 1840, to enroll in the Academy at Athens. There 
to write a nd pla.\' his first composi tion, lhe gay Tioga \ Valtz , 

T he secret of Stephen Foster's grip on our affections is not far to 
."eek : rt lite ra ry tasle mot1 lded nnder the dual in!l uence of ech ic balladry 
and a cl1ltl1red home circle: a gift for son;:! as nantral as a thrush 's, Add 
a keen eye fo r natural heauty and zest for country living-, a lil"clv sense 
oj humor and a sympathetic ·hcart, responding: to Zlistress in othel:s with­
out rega rd to race or color-and yOIl ha ve a cOl1lbination wcll nigh 
irresist ible, \Vithlll a yea r of pnUication of Old Follt s (It NOllie it was 
hUl1lmed and strnI1l med on even level of societ l' : heard . \\'e arc told, even 
alon;:! the Ganges and the l\ile·, and ill fa r Cliina, _\nd in ninety -,I"Cars 
oj changi ng fas h ions its popu la rity has not waned, 

This g ift of voi ci ng the el11otion s of the average human IJeing in 
tell ing cadences and spell -binding- rhythms sets Fosler unquest ionably in 
l li e g- reat succession of Thomas:\Loore, l{ohert I:; nr11s, F ran;.'_ Schclbert. 
:\01' is it the whole stor .I' for out oj the groiesq ue and ta\ldry burnt-cork 
minst relsy o f the period our youn g musician was 10 evolve a new, )11ore 
poetic and humane conception of the negro (linked with ellg:rossing 
melody) , I n the icverish decades j ust before the Civil \Var- lhe decacles 
of the Fmdtive Slave La w and the Dred Scott decision- U lIClr Xe d and 
l\'elly !3/y' cont ributed IIV less thall L-nde TOIl1 and Topsy to ,-' :-:pand ing: 
abolition ist Sf.' ll t lillen t, 

And II ere, perha ps, lay the t rue lraguly of Stephen FOSler- in a 
confl ict. lla li consci ous, half subconscious, helween sY1llpathies am.! p rinci­
ple~, For his tu nily were Democrats, clinging to the trad itions of the 
Ul d SOUtll, commi tted to the support of James Duchanan, whose anti­
abolition ist regim e just p rt'ceded Lincoln's. I ncompatibility of outlook, 
!Social or poli t ical. no less than musical temperament. may afford the Clle 
to certain unsolved nll'steries in the career of Ollr j)()el-si nger, Ili s inter­
mitt ent dOlllestic li ie an(1 lonelv death , The kel' to Ihese is not in­
temperance, as hasty ~cnerali zers and sensati on -moilgers have too readily 
assllmed, To ascri\; e inebriety to the artist is an old popular fallacy, 

Of frail physi(lllC frolll the outset. the nattll'al depression of the war 
years , rtdde(1 to the loss of dearly loved 1l1elllbers of his famil y, goes far 
to e:-:plai n the waning' in Ihe sixties of Foste r's creative power, I Yet h is 
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l11uch exploited lonel,I' (le<l1h in POycrty C"11 hardly be dl1bl:ed tr:l~ic, It IS 
!\lerch' mc1al1choh", Hi s 1I"0rk 1\',15 dl)l1(', :'I!ilitan' l11usic lI'as not llis 
fOl"t l',' It is g-in:li to iell" g-cnill >es to I--!"0 ou t lI'i th a triulllpilant hla re of 
bra~~cs: nor 1I (.'l'd \ h,~ fad roll SC us to a Il ig-h pitch of sYlllpa thy, Living 
nn a (lifT:,: rell\ plalle o j v;'l illes from tllat of ordinary Illurtal ~ , thc creatiyc 
ani!'t knows ami ~ecks othn cOl1lpen~atiolls than dome!'ti c pcace ami 
a tran<]l1il el1dil1~, 

I.over o f hl1manil,I', ;;('l1sitil"C to sl1ft"(!ring I1nder arl,I' ~l1i s(' . possessed 
a~ 1\"\':11 o f a sal'in~ !locnsc o f hUl1l0r. Fo~tcr II"rOie his Oll"n verse, and set 
it to Il\n~ic so sp<11l1am'Olls and affecting 1h ;1. t he ranks today as .\merica·s 
Jal'nritc COII1]>oser. ,\ ck l1owkdl--!"ed as slIch in 19-+0, in 1,)-+ 1 Ill' will hc 
givcli a nirhc in tll C 11all of Fanl(' at :\ell" York Un ivcr !lo ily, \Ieallll'hile 
in 1l0rthen l l-'e nnsl"!\'ania Tioga ['oillt :'I11I~ell!l1 celebratc~ tile centenar l' 
of his schooling- at the .\thens· ,-\cadcI11Y a11d thc pn:mi"I'c ill .\[1ril, I()-+i , 
of his tirst composition, Ihe Tiog-a \Yahz: and prepares to en'l·t a marker 
to hi ~ 1\lC'nlo ry on the ,\ ca(\eIIlY (;re('n, 

\\'hat hro ught yOl\llg- Stephcn tu ou r valley ill hi~ l111prc:;sio11ablc 
tCCll S: \\'as he bmi,'d ali l'e in a tin )" eo ullt ry vi\]a~e. Ill" did lit lin (I 
,:ungcnial comp<l":". OI l th e sal11C Ct lll\! r!! 1 and social lel'el as h is IIII' ll circle? 
And hOIl" did his lItun!h~ of school itt.tr here. cO~ lp1cd \\"ith carly separation 
fr0111 hi ;: family, ;dYee! hi" g-ih for lH1I "-ical ex pressinll-vie\\','d a.~kallce 
by hi" parenls as a rat her ee rie trait ? • • Reg-rcuabl ,I' , there are fel\" 
fact s 111 the liie of .\1IIerica's ia\'oritt, iolk-~inger that han' 110l heen either 
carelessly misstat ed. (1 r (leliiJeratdy warped \ 0 :;ati;:iy the poplliar palate 
ior 11Ic1odrama, \\ 'c shall therefore 11\0\' 1' warily. f!1lidcd by thc chrollolog-y 
of th e fami ly 1cl1er~ ill 111(' kee]lmg- oi his lIi ece . EI'dyn l-"o~lcr :'I 1 O\"11ell"eck : 
b.l· data in tho.: catal l)g"uc of Ihe Athctt s .\ead{'my fo r Hi-+I: and Ity rcmil1i ~­
c,'nees of Fo;;t er'~ dassl11<ltes. al1lOIl~ WIIOIll \\·o.:re at l l'a~1 a dozen of the 
\\"riter·s, g-rcat -a\lIl1s. llIh: 1eS, and cOIl5 il1~. 

:\01 Ill llsie-thollg-h it wa s li;;te£1 alllll llg tl,e ,-\ C<ldCI11I' coursc,;-b\lt 
pr()saic business matlers fir"t bro\lg:hl. Ihc Fosters tu <iur valley: the 
hlli ldill g" of the :':orth I:rallch Canal alulIg- the IIppcr S usqllch;:lIll1a, 10 
conncct lIIid - I'('l1n~dvania with :\CI\" York State. <lnt! earn' {~o.11 frOIll the 
alltllraeitl' reg io11s' toward tlK- t;real r _<lkes :111(1 thc \\·cst. \\"il lialll D. 
I ·o~tcr. Jr .. SteplH'll 's older brother. lI"as an accredi ted cnll~lrllcti ot1 
cl1;.:-illeer. lI'ith experi ence ill canal-huildillg ill l,elltllck ~' alld Ohio, Hol(l, 
ing- a Stale a ppoint111cnt, (Jlle in p<lrt to his 0\\"11 abiliti es, in part to hi~ 
f •• the r's long identification \\'ith cana l projects. \rillia1l1 had hel'1l dis­
pate-bed ill 1831) to oversee the completion o f the :':o rth and \\"e!lo t Branch 
Cal1a l ~ . with offin' s at the focal point s o f :\o nhulIlberl:lI1d. \\ ' illiamspon , 
TUllkh,1I11lock and To\\"anda, At the latter. hi s l11ai1l head{luarters, and 
pl"Obahh' ea rli er a t Harrishuf.!:;, he Ilt'anl llluch of the At ll ell!lo Aeademl', 
whi ch enjoyed a Slut<.:: su bsid ..... and which IWIIIY TO\\'ilntla hoy~ attendc{l. 
The fa111ih agreed that on his relllnl to wo rk in lalll1;"\n' 11:>-+0, he should 
take :--;teplien 1.J<lck to complete his schooling there,' The two made Ihe trip 
hy sleigh ;"\cross the 111(Juntains, probably !"ollowing- the old sta~e road 
thro11gh ger1ford to J !arrishurg. 1101\" the T011te o f a ~l1pcr-high\\'ay, and 
up the riHr, 
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Stephen came of g'ood Scotch-Irish stock. p ioneer em igTant5 frolll 
\ ' irgi n ia . on 11is father's si de. Hi s mother's famil y were ~!aryland 
gentlefolk, with a relllolc strain of halian. The fortunes of Foster Senior. 
once a prosperous ~liss i ss ippi river merchant , had dcc\ill ct\ stead ily since 
the \rar of 1812. when as L: . S. Quartermaster he had riske(1 his private 
capilal hea\,i1.\· in the relief of Kcw O rleans. The \\' hite Cottage at 
Lawrenceville, where Stephen was born July ..J-, 1826, had long since 
passed from his hands. Of the seven surv ivi ng members of a family o i 
len. some were ma r ried. others at work, including Stephen's two next 
older Urotllers. It was hoped Steve would soon t.ake hi s place at their 
side. \!eanwhile the f:ul1ily of this homc-luving lad had al ready madc 
eight or nine removals fro m spot to spot. whil e Foster Senior tr ied olle 
opening a fter another. Stephen probabl.1' leit for Bradford Cou nty from 
his l;ncle Strouthers', in the rapidly expanding frontie r to\\' n of 
Yon ngstow n, Oh io, where his en i,:,'l nccr brother had heen supen'ising 
canal const ruction. 

Just when \ Vi lJiam ell rolled hi s young- brother ai thc Athcns Academy 
is Il ot known, The boy may have attended school ill T owanda fir st. 
,\t At hens, four II -week terms, eacil io!1olVcd by a 2-wccks' \·acatioll . 
IVcre the rule. A letter dated l\'ovember 9 from a newly found boarding­
placc, the J-ierri ck$, complains o f the noise a mi con fusion created down­
stairs by the small ch iltlr('1J of the fa mi ly ( all younger than s,te\'e), and 
rC(llleStS permissioll of \Vil1iam, d ispenser of bounties for the ent ire Foster 
fami ly, to purchase wood . so that he ma.1' ha\'e a fire in his bedroom and 
1IIUdy in peace and (Juiet. Grammar, Philosophy, and .Arit hmetie are 
110\ cnol1g-h to occupy his time . the 14-year-old boy rcm arks, and sl1ggest~ 
adding Bookkeepill~ or Latin- the fonn er to be hi~ livcli hood for fmlr 
years at Cincinn ati l1 !Hkr his hrother Dunning. This was in chill 
j\'OI'Cl1lber, 1840--the ycar of the violent I-I;urison-\'an Huren campaign, 
with its noisy 10g"-cabin, hickory-pole, hard-cider. and party-hallad 
electioneering. 

There is 110 reason to believe thlH the boy n.lOpe(1 long in his room 
in solitude. There was sk ating on the rivers in winter, bob-sleddi ng on 
the hill.,;, \\-ith a jolly crowd of yonngsters from 20 nearby tow ils-none. 
however, boarding' in the same hOl1 se with S tephen, that of a prominent 
trustee's son. Sottle S undal's doubtless 11(: ~pent with \ Vil lial1l. and later 
I !emy, in Towanda. 15 miles below, where he is said to 11<II'e played the 
cla r inet in the bam!. and where his brothers sang in the church choir. 
With the advent o f spri ng: there was a lovely countryside through which 
to ramble. hi1[5 to climb. creeks to wade. boats with which to explore the 
rivers-Chemung and S usquehanna. Ycllow adder's tong\lC and acres oi 
Virg-inia cowslips along the coves: snow-white bloodroot. frail wind­
fl owe rs. and hepaticas springi ng from the brown earth like blue flames . 
on th e hillsides. Farther \IP along the slope of Round Top ( \Vest Hill ) . 
coral· pink. honey-scentc(1 bu(l s o f the t railing- arbutus. hi(li ng tnuler dead 
leaves. Back on the hill s, meadows ca rpe ted with hluets, or aglow with 
azalea and laurel. 

And everywhere bird music. tempti ng to imitation wi th piccolo and 
!lute, the long-drawn phrases of the meadowlark tlo..'lting across the 
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fields: the vi reo'!, illlpudt'llt warble, thc o riole's schoolbo\' wh istle, o\'cr­
hcad in the a n::hill;:!" el ms. Fr01l1 \ \"est l lil l. the inimitahk -throat I' cadence 
.... r the \"cery: plo\"er and san<lpiper call ing- along- the rivers.' Though 
bird or Howcr rarely receivcs specific ll1 el1li un, f"oster' s ~e llt i lllCllla l 50n;..:-s 
nrc full of g-e ll cral ized descriptions for \\"I licil he m\l;;t h:ll'c consciously 
or not been ;;tor illg" up images. His first colll ])osition features unmistakahl.\· 
1110re than one binl-phrasc .. \ml onc al least o f StCI'C'$ fel1ow-stmlcnts 
has left liS an accollnt in fate r \Tar;; of long- rambles afield wi1h an 
idolize(1 cOll1pan iun-yolln.o::' S tephen ( " -. \Y. ]';:illg-shllr.I·, later first C. S. 
~('nalor irolll ~ ]inn ('son. ~ee I',radford CO\lntl' H istoric.,1 ~ocict\· .-\ nl1\\al 
\'0. -t. F)\O). . . 

Stcvc's social g ifts werc ma rked, though he d isliked formal affa irs, 
crowds and conhision. ,-\s a boy, he was nol only "absolutely o rigin:']" ', 
he was an cxcellent mimic \Iith a st rong" bC1i1 for dramatization, S ince 
earliest eh ildho()(1. aecordill)!" 10 his brOlher ~lit, he had exerci sed these 
Wit-Ills ill al l alll<ll (' tIr lllinstrc1 lnl t1p : lwldill )! week ly a 1--!TOUP of playma tes 
spellho\l ud lI'il11 his H' lHicring 0 1 Zip COOII a nd lilli/ /, l i lll Cro"i .'. 

\'or does Ihi s e:-;haust the talc of h is talents as cn tertainer. fo r he 
posscssed besidcs "a Slrange giit for l11usic" . \ \'ood\\';n<l i!l~tnuI1Clll l' 
III.' l1la~leret] almn;; t 1I1lIallt:ht. Piano. !!"uitar. and S01l1e sal" violin I\'\' re 
also at his comma nd . I (I.' developed' also, ill hHer ycars . a pleasing" 
ha rit one. :\11(1 ~tel'e 11lHkrs\Oo(1 hi l1l 5eli from tile ~tarl belte r th an did 
hi s parent s. \\ 'ritin~ dulifully (tho\lgh lI'ilh .1 pllr]>ose) when hc lI'a~ 
lLII'al ' on a visil at Ihe a\!,e of se\'en . he rcmarks that if he had ink and 
ruler he mi~hl il1lpron: his script. "Bu t if I had my whistle I \\"ould be 
so laken wi th il I think] would not write al ;111." 

11\' Ihe (:11(1 of tile schocl I'car at .-\thens, his Fridal' declamations of 
! ,o l"d [;lfi!l's !JIII/X'llc)" nnd ()I her lr;t~ir ~ellls wen: ' lilt" en v.'' of hi s 
classmates-lht' bung-ling ctl"orts of OIlC o f whom lI"ith UO:;:;(lris g<lI'e rise 
10 the old wheezl', "Stop Greeting her knees ;tml Ret 011 wit h the story !" 

11m hOI\" came a reialivcl.l· sh.I' boy 10 eompus{~ all ori!::"ina[ piece ior 
the g rand April Exhibition (c{]lIivaicnt of., presem-day COIllIllCl1cCIlH;nt ) : 
wit h hirnscli as chid performer ' And 11011" did he h;tPpclI to wrile 
;t \\ ·a ltz. at that. for pe rior111ing- in a clwrch ? .-\nd wI ly Ih e Tioga \\,;tll;:? 

.'\moIlK Stevc's daSS111i11ci' . it appcars, was a yOllllg" I [cll ry \\·elks. 
11 enl"\"';: older brother Cl'or*-!.e was all .\c;telell1\" IfIlS lcc. 11 was Iheir 
iath~'r \\"ho secur~'d the $2CGO State endowmelll thai first enahled the 
,\ cadelHl', ill 18 1-L to open it~ doors. There was InlK'h hesides AcadclllY 
111;1I1ers 10 drall" tI le twO fnll ,i l i ~'s togetl, er. Steve's a nd Il enry's fath ers 
had serV(' ti ill Legislatllre. where I,mh were ardellt at! I'oeall's of the 
project of Sta te ca llais. J leury's gTallllfathcr. in fact. had wille IIp from 
['":a[lilllore in li'Ji \\'i lh the ;tl'owe<1 purpose of con \'erting" Ihe Sus([l1eh:llllla 
\ 'allel' into a ;!reat tho rollgh fa re betwc<!n Sou th ami :--':orth amI \\"cst. 
I f Stew's oIlier l)rather \\ 'i ll i;t1H was 10 hc OIlC of the hlli lder~ alH] lall"l" 
\ ' ice- J'resid ent o f Ih(' l'e ntl ~ l"!l'allia Rai lroa d. so lklln"s cousi ll all(1 
partlltT \\"a;; i:ll<.:r tel Imy the \" o rth i\ra Tlch Lalla]. and la,l" til t' rails of \\"hat 
became a section of the Lehi~h \';tHey Railrood on thl.' tow-path: hlli lding 
also many of Ihe ,;:hort links of road mnnecl ing wit h \"cw York St,He 
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poin ts-Tthaca, ,\\\rora, Aubu rn , Both were r iver , canal and railroad 
iamili es, and prominent in more than pUt},' local matters, 

If Stephen 's uncle was president of a girls' college in h:entucky, 
Henry's older brother James was to marry the danghter of the founder of 
\Vells College (Henrv \\'e11s of the Wells-Fargo Express, a remOle 
kinsmall!, A cou sin of Henry's, Raphael Pumpelly, one of the first to 
penetrate Thihet , l~ecame professor of mine raloJ:Y at Harvard . C\l1tnral 
as well as business interests drew the two families together. 

Henry had a sister Frances, also all Academ)' smliel1l , who concerns 
our storY 1110re nearly. Just seventeen in the spring of IS-H, a little 
more than two years Stephen's senior. merry, a social favorite , connected 
with half a dozen prominent pioneer iamili es, she appear s from the outset 
to have taken lhe young stranger under her wing:. Like ~tel'e's later 
girl friends she hath sang al1(1 played the piano (a1ld possessed one) , and 
li;ld as well some dramatic ahility, If Steve's great-niece, Hemietta 
Crosman, was to become a S hakespearian actress of distinction , with 
a noteworthy Rosalind to her credit, Frances' g reat-niece was to become 
the II-ife of Sir Tho'llaS l1eechal11, well-known British orchestra leader. 
Li ke Stephcn, also pranccs had a minor talent for sketching and water­
color_ .-\11 annt was a porn-ail painter of 110 111ean gifts, A second gTeat­
nicce, Sally Jail ies Farnballl, is today a sculptress of rccognized abi lit,L 
I Jere obviol1s1y, in Frances and Stephen, were tll'O temperaments akin, 
Frances it was, ullrlouLtedl.I-, who drew the shy Stephen into Athen s 
social circles, where, accordin<;! to a local writer he hecame "the lik 
of the young society of tile place'" 

.\l the A pril Exhibition, Frances was slated to appear ill a Greek" 
dialogue, fo r the Acade11lv made mllch o f the classics, J-l istory has not 
recorde(l its identity , but O1]e likes to f'lnCI' it a fr ag-ment fro m the 
Plwcdrus, with the interlocntors wa(lill g along the brook J1lyssus, where 
Boreas is fal - l~d to ha ve carried o lT (JI'I' tilria: ending with th e famous 
Prayer to Pall, " 

11m yot1n<;! Frances had all importunate su: tor- o r p~rhaps the Greek 
dialogue irked her, mllsical as are Plato's pl lrases, ~he advanced her 
wedding-day to mid -April, ctllting out the exhibi tion and tlr<,;ing Stephen , 
one suspects, to provide SOllie cOlluter attraction on the program to assua~e 
her instrttctor's ire. In any case, O\1r young scholar wrote the Tio'~a 
\\ialtz- his first aut hentic composition-scored it for four flutes (some 
say three ): and playing the leading part himself, achieved a minor triumph 
on the evening of ,\pril 2, W41. Applause greeted the young quartet, 
an encore was dcm:lI1ded ~ 

The scene was the quaint old Preshyte rian ch11fch. built in 182.5 
on the site of the present one , with high pnlpit, cl osed pe ws , and hall'.:;ing 
galleries, filled , we ma,l' 11e su re, with t rustees and relatives of the young 
Academicians. Bet why a waltz , to the scandal doubtless of the godly 
of the Ol d School- for alreadl', we are told, there lVas a schism between 
the Old and i\ew? And why"the Tioga Waltz? 

Actualh', the piece appears to have teen written for Frances \Velles' , 
wedding-, It was dedicated to her, as she illiorn1ed her cotlsin , Lonise 
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\\'e11es i\hlrray, many years later. at the timc of the planning' of thc 
:1 I II Sl'Ulll. ITcr home was on the Tiog'a I'oint Fa rm. ;1 .mo acre estate­
Just south of the villag-e o f :-\thens. The latter, ill(lecd the \\'hole triang"ular 
area betwccn the rivcrs, including- present Sane amI S, \Vavcrl~'. was 
oftell ~et d own 0\1 maps of the period flS Tiog'a I'nint, after the old 
Indian sett lelllent o f Tc-a-oga r eported here by early tl'avelcrs. T iog-a was 
fi n ea rly namc also for the ChCml1llg' rivcr which !lowed past the foo t of 
l[erricks' garden. its mu rmur audible at nightfall from Stephen 's hedroom 
I\'i ndow, 

The wedding was at the ~tone I louse 0 11 the Poi nt ncar the llleeting­
oj the riven;, Oil April 17th. ,\ ccording to local tradition it \\'a~ a lively 
affair, \\'ith half thc connt n 'sidc in attendallce. T he groom was ,'d r. 
L'ha rks 1\, SWart, constftlc'tio n eng-iHeer for the Eric RailrO'HI tIIen 
lJ\!ildinj! a<:ross :-':CI\' York State sou th of the lint: of the Can<ll. Hencc 
I)i course all railwav and callal iolk as \l'el l as friends and relatives were 
im' ited , ,\\ the ba il follo wing', the Waltz nlade its second debut, again 
achicving" success. Ste,·c i:- thought to 11:\\'c comman!\ecred ncw pumps 
for the occasiol1 from llrother \\ ' il1 i<lI11, 

;\Ild what of the after histofl' o f th e \\'alt z ? 1.05\ for llIure than 
hali a eClitury, written dOW11 for \") iallo from :\!orrison I"oster's whistled 
\'cr,<;i011 ill JR%, published with his sket ch ,H\· Uro/her Stephen. and 
revivcd at the lonnal Open! ' l).!' o f thc Tioga Point :'Iluselllll-L ibrary in 
181)7, it i~ a linislH.'d littlc tone pocm (i n the ,'ersiOI1 that has come down 
to I1S), Like \Veber 's Im,ilo/ioll to /he Va lice, which lKly have been 
its model. It is dil'ide(1 into parts, ei~l lt in al L cadi with a di stinctive 
mood ,\11(1 rhythm, From <I hesitating sta rt. it moves th rough roll icki ng 
mischief. dreamy selltimcllt, ent reat,\', exultat ion , to a to!1ching close, 
Li(I\\1{1 n1!1 ~ and yo(lclling bird -notes arc fitly woven into the theme-Tc­
;'1 -og-a , the :\Iceting' of the \Vat ers. It is a gell \li ne miniatu re ,uniqne. 
imaging for liS as in a COll liex mirror the gay lI'eddin,~ pa rty of a CCl1tllr.'­
ago . 

. \fler :III this e .... citement <l1l(1 acclai m, S tephen Il nderwent <I violcnt 
reaction, Calling .-\thel1s "that lonesome pl:lce" , he \:cg-ged 11 0\ \0 IlC 
~ent bd Ck, 110t 10 g'O to any school at al l. to 11c allowed to board wi lh lh e 
young arli ~1 I,ittell at Towanda: prom ising' aot to totlch his music \111til 
CWUilll!, \\'ha l had happened :- Perhaps his pious llIother. whom he 
adored , W<l~ fearful lcst prematu re pub lieity and prill sc would go to her 
yOII1lg- ~Oll'S head. Pe rhaps hi ~ futher coul1~cl1ed cOl1 l1sc<ltioll of the ti ll ie, 
<lnd strict attention to pr,lctical studies, \Ve t:all only glless, IIrother 
\\,illiam can hanllv ha ve been a~ thc bottom of thc matter, nor the 
,\cadem," a~lIhori[ies, T here is 110 book o f Academy g ra(les extm1l, bllt 
S teye W:lS reputedly an cxcellent stmlcnt, learn ing easily, H e was no 
problem chi ld in th e- modem St:llSC. \Villlam, mO!'COVtT, had taken him to 
a cOll cert at Harrisbllrg on that ramou~ sleig-hride up, and bought' him 
a new d<lrine\ , He himself sang" in the chllfch choir in Towanda, T heft' 
is no reason to be1ic\'c that he Irowllcll upon his schoolboy brother's 
Illusica l aspirations, 

\\ 'hat cvcr the prima ry GlIl se o i Steve 's depression, loss of 11is !llllsic­
!O\'ing .,"Olln,!::: protectress 111\1st h,:vc dOllbkd it. Sislc~s had always mean\ 
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llIuch to the [}()\' in the homc ('Irc\e, and Frances \\'elle5 counted as thaI 
10 him and more. set (Iow n as hc was in a strange countryside, III any ('ase, 
she had the (li5tl l1clioll o f hein~ the fi rst of a dozen or more g irl frie nds 
for whom he wrote or to whom he dcdicatc,1 early compositions, 

So S tCI'C went back to hi s mother, tric(l Ollt seven days <It Jeflcrson 
Colleg-e-a di smal fa ilure- foreswore all schools as "hil er! wi th too 111\1ch 
o,l1lf\Ision" . S tudyi ng at hOl1lc. he shnn llcd fe male society , played with 
:be tort o i sc~hcll cat . con sidercd a cnrccr as midshqmlall. l ~a t c r he 
wrote "I was never such a fool as when I re fused to return to Athens with 
l~ ro t her \\"i ll i<lm·· . There wa s talk of scnd ill '! him haek next year. 
[hit ca rl \" in 18+2 mischievous I;o\·s. bui lding- a fi re to tin· th eir (·Iothes 
aftcr an ' icy d llcking- in the river , burned down the fine ·old Academy. 
T here fo llowed the excitcment of his fa ther 's elect ion to office as -'[al'or 
of ,\lkghen.I' City. and S teve's cd,leat iOIl was [eft to tlltors. . 

So nwcll fo r A thens ~ And the resl o f the story? Before he was 
twcnt y Stephcn was writing- song'S for a small circle of fri ends. In 1844 
llppearcd h is liltil1 g". li ght-hea rted Ope ll Thy rallier., L o'i 'c. dedicated to 
a smati playmate-no lIntit compan ion-pi ece, thongh on simpler lin es. for 
Schubert' s SOl11bcr('r if more arti stica lh' fini ~hd Scrclwdc. [11 184(i came 
the rel110va l to Cincinnati. Q \l e<:n C it,\" oi the West, with its ~rcntcr 
n1t1siCld advantaf,:"cs. and the in spir;lIi on o f the lively African rhyth ms l1eard 
on the wharves of th e ()hio. [ len: Stephell served as his l)fother 's 
hookkeeper ttnd ag-em - an e:-.:<:ellci1t one, if report s ::Ife true, ti ll IS,iO. 

Songs for the minstrel soloists, Christ \,'s and otherS-lhe "Sahle 
Hannon;sts'·, "1 he Ethiopians"-as \l'dl as ·for his o\\"n "Kllight o f t he 
s. 1". ... follo\\'cd-g-ay l.Oll; ..,;a na 1 ~ ::lIcs, L'nck Xeds, Le\11uei>. \:el ll' nJys, 
In 1849 Oil SII,H"'''U, composer llnknow n. swept thc coun try, spoll taneol1sly 
adopted as the ma rch ing' sonz of the Fort y-\" inns in the (;old I{ush h) 
Ca[ifornia-Oll. SIISilllIW! OOIr"! r e ll C r\' For MI"-/ CO llie Frolll 
rlluvawa I/ ' id .II.\' BallJo Oil Jly KIl('(', . 

111 1 8~O , Foster married Janc -' Icl)owcl l. daug-hter o f a l ';lt sburgh 
ph \"S i ~· illn . A decade o f Slln'es~ a11(1 llI odcrate prosperity, thoug h o f nO 
seltled falllih· li fe, followcd. Olle da ugh ter, -']ario n, was burn to the 
couple, Shc' has le ft us her recollectiol\s o i her father as a dcl i,l,dHful. 
sym]J1Hhdic playmate. Resigning- hi l11sdf presently to the role of writer 
o f ide;t]i 7.(.'(1 " Ethiopian ·· llId<ldies. Foster cla imed "Swanec Ri\'cr " back 
frOI11 Chr istl' , to who111 he had \·ichle,l the ti tle ca rlier, T he in stant and 
:J.hll()~1 1111;l'c·rsa1 appeal 0 1 .lfy Old A'clIllIck." 1-10/1/(' ( 1853). Old Rlack Joe 
11&'"101. and Jlos/o's ;11 d(' Cold, Cold Grolllld ( 18.';3 ), \\"i th thei r p.'lthos 
al1l1 poetry a nd humanization of the lle~'ro, amply justifi ed Ilti ~ ,I cci~ ion . 

Los!' or" fatlwr. molher, brothe rs, followcd, and 011 eame the Civil \V<l1". 
Sttp1tC11, whose brother l)U1111ill~ had di ed from the e lTe(ts of exposure 
;11 the -'l exic,\I1 conJliet . who hi li iself had been turned d01l'1I carli er a t 
\ Vcst ['o int, had fri Clllls and rcl:lI il' e~ 011 !.:otll sides of \h e line-a t ragic 
impassc not 1111C01l1111011. He lived th rough tIle 11ews o f thc proclamation 
cmanci patin g- the race whose Ira;ts of hu mor. lol'c o f homc and family. 
alld ~ricf at sepa ration. he had so al:ly ami appealing ly put he fore the 
pu blic in enduring 1I1elody. 1": l1t it was nOi ~rjvell him (0 sec t ho,; conci .lsion 
o f the stntggle. Hcallliflll Drt'lllll(,r, fin ished, exquisite, mat u re. is helicverl 
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by many to have been his final composition, as it was certainly his last 
great song. Whell This Dreadful War is T:llded, (words by Cordon ) has 
long ocen forgotten. He died January 13, 18M. ag"CCI 37. in Belle\'ue 
Hospital. :\ew York Cit\,. aIOl1C. after a short illness and an accident. 
j lis body was carried back to Pi ttsburgh for bnrial. followed to the grave 
by bands of musical friends playing and singing airs that alreadl' had 
l:ecome a national heritage- though even today man)" are ignorant of 
the nalTle of th e composer. 

In 18(j6. to correct the distorted tales alloat about his brother, 
\lornsoll roster wrote a short sketch of his life. My llrother S'erhell. 
lalely reissned by roster Hal1 : print ing it as Preface to an album of 
Foster ?I"!usie containing the Tioga [Volt::: (the laUer whistled from 
llleillory to a I1l\L~ieian who II'roti.: it down in piano t ranscription ) . Tn 1897, 
at the f01"lnal opening of tI le :\ luseull1-Library huilding, g-ift to the 
inhabitants of Athens Townshi p frenl a Foster c1as~ll1ate. Je~se Spalding 
of Chicago. the Ti()ga, IFalt.::: was agam given puhlie hearing, close to 
the spot where it wa s written. 111 the lobby of this bu il(lillg a placque to 
Fostcr was placed in 1924, by the Athens Rotary Club. 

In 1914. Piltsbnrgh turned the site of her famons son's birthplace 
into a memorial. fll 1922. fhrdstowll cOllverted the Rowan mansion 
(wh ich Stephcll may never llave visite(l) into a shrine. (he Old K ell/rlck}, 
HOllie ; and in 1928 a Georgian erected a monument by the Swanee Rive'r 
which Foster never sa\\' . Sillce 193 1 or earlier. Josiah K. Lilly of 
I ndianapolis has sponsored from 11is lillie roster Hall a widespread 
movement to collect early Foster songs and other memorabilia; issued 
(he Foster B11lletin: and reprinted for free dis tri bmion to libraries practi­
cally al1 the known songs. to the number of 2CX)--starting a genu ine 
Foster renaissance. L<1.tterly. Pittsburgh Un iversity. aided ami ahetled 
by the Tuesday )lusica1 Club. has opened in the lee of its own skyscraper 
CatHedral of f..eaming. a tinc Cathie il. l emorial where many of Lilly's 
assembled treasures will be housed under the curalorship of Fletcher 
I fodges, Jr. 

Tn 1934. J. T. Howard wrote an elaborately doculllen ted life of 
Fosler to fill out gaps ill \-fil1igan's and \[orrison Foster 's earlier accounts. 
Tn 1936. Raymond \\ia lters covered the Cin cinnati period with Youth's 
CoidC/l Clealll . Tha( same year. Evelyn Foster .\iorne\\'eck of DC'troit , 
S tephcn's n iece. daughter of )lorrisoll . i~sl1ed a pamphlet 011 his birth­
place: and !lOW has ready for the press Chroll icles of (I. Foster Fall/il}' 
froll1 rVlliell Came II Creal Gellills. utilizing the journal of Foster's mother 
<lnd fami ly correspondcnce to settle many debated points. Late in 1940 
it was announced that Stephen C. Foster had been elected to the Hall 
of l'a111e maintained a t New York UJli versitv where a tablet to his lllemOI"l' 

Irill be placed shortly. . . 
?l leanwllilc the village where for it season Stephen attended school, 

the spot which first inspired him to put musical notes on paper, prepares 
to claim along with Pittsbnrgh . Cincinnat i. and Kentucky its portion 
in the roster saga. For in northern Pennsylvania t he young musician 
found many of the moulding illAuellces of his genius. if not h is first 
romantic interest. Love of the countryside, of culture and cultivated 
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fr iends and hones! sc l 1Ula r~hip : a fri end lier fecl ing toward the colored 
13ce; new fa mili a rity with the old lan)rite3 dear "to every Scotch-Trish 
sect ion-.>llIld Lallg Sync BOllilie DOOlI. Comin' thro/lgh th e N\'c~ the 
Celtic m \1sical models iro11l which he \\'as to derive h is fa vo rite vcrse­
forllls: eyeTl the Tlostalgia for absent fnell( \s and kill and eli stant places 
that haunts Il is happiest composit iollS- to a ll th(:'se . \\' i ttin::;I~ or \111-

witt in:e!I.I', ·\then s comrihlltcd, 

The flll/fcli J!. lh ro\ \g-h th e cou rtesy of ,\Irs. I,, (' tchanl and :\rt h ur 
Secor. has been allowed Ihe privileg-e of puLlislnng: several art icles fr olll 
t he pl'n of \\" il 11101 A. ](etcli<llll . one of T oledo's Ill O~ t interesti ng- cha rac­
ters-IIOW gone. 

l1is f r icnds \\ere legion alHI we I I ow have the additiuna l pril' ik g:e 
o f puLl ishin\! thc follol\ ing apprcciation of h iln wr itten hy his friend :In (I 
our fo rl11er citi lcll. Calvin C;oodricll- nO\I' of .-\nll Arhor, \fich ig:lll . 

IMPRESSIONS OF WILMOT A. KETCHAM 
Hy l)lWFE:~SOH (\IXt" C()OIlIW'H 

.Iu SI th irty-three ye ars ha ve g-one by sillCe \\'ilillot .\. [(etcham 
ami I became acql1:1i mcd I\'i lh each oth er . \ Vhell the thu lldcr ing \)om­
bPlati ons of those th irt l' -th rec veal's arc ta ken into aCCO Ull t. that day o f 
1I IcctillQ". wh ich W:l~ olle in J!)o..~. seems an a lrnost in credi ble di ~ t<\llce ,\\\,<\1' 
and justi fia bly I\o rtlly o f cOllsi(kralion as h istory. -

He caille in to the nVlsty Blade office in Jeffe rsf:1l St reet \\'itll a story 
of the l;rench /robitwlts who were leit in a sort o i ed(II' or sl ighted corner 
of Lucas COllnt". In t li at day the Bladc paid ior no loca l cont rihutions 
not suppl ied by its own staff. and I)lessed little for those of the siaff itsl~ lf 
\\'hat Ketcha m kId II'rittcll \Vas ont of h is lik ing ior II"riting. li e had 
taken c<l re hoth with tli e chOice of words and the p repa rat ion ior printing . 
. -\\tho11gh in hamllniti w:-. the manuscript II' as as easill' read as though 
mill ed out 011 a typcwritin g- mach ine, 1 snppose th ere W,\S son1e discla inler 
of me rit for his production on I( etcham's part . perhaps a (lis<I\'owal of 
I1I 111Sll:l lness in the stan' . Yet th e talc had fres hn ess . att ract iveness. as 
did everything else 11(" IITote. To the one then nell" to the region. it 
prol' irled the fi rst real ilation that L ncas Count.I' possessed a population 
complelcl.1' di stinct f rom tho~c spokcn of as foreign and \'ery much older , 
in poi m of occupation of ihe a rca. than the one whi ch had settled Toledo, 
caused it to increase manyfold and pllt the stamp of its dOl11ination upon it. 

Toledo in ISlOS was beginning: to tal k of itself as an in(itlst rial 
e011l111111l i\I, hlll d() il1~ so a little self-com ci ously as thou~h it might be 
challenged for hoastfulness . T il e trllt h is it. is ha rd to sal' witll exactn ess 
\I-ha t T oledo was at the ti llie, Tt \I-as no I01H::-er Silli ply a ma rket tOIY ll. 

Tt had gone th rou~h ,HI oi l boolll, hut was still enjoyi11g: a by-p roduct of 
that e.xploitation in heating: hOllies with natural gas and \Isi ng: the gas in 
certai n lIIanufacturing: processes. H_adroads very plainly appreciated the 
geog:r:lphi eal locati on. but not cno\lgh to s\l bst itute someth ing" presen table 
fo r the decrepi l un ion station. T1l1 er\lrhan cars rattled and squeaked in 
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a half dozen st reet!>. Tugs and freighters provided add itional noise . 
\ ·;sitors were taken to see two hi~h l.ll1ilding:s in !\Iadis.oll Street when 
proof appeared needed that Ihe town was lip and cOlll illg-. 

For a ll that. ~Iadison Street was a pl easamly shaded avenue, and 
no more dang-crolls to cross than it foot path in 011e o f the par ks. Truck­
mcn complained of the '· .\li chif.!'Ul 1·lump· · because it put a strain on ho rse­
Ilesh for as ll111ch as forh· feet. Folk came in from the eOllutn· and 
dropped banana ski ns her~ a nd there as mcmcntos of their call. ~rhere 
were pl\111P ~ ;'It street illtcr se(!ion ~ in tIle ~orth End . and unless I11cm01"\' 
i ~ I\TOllg". a livery stahle in the h l1 s i t1e~s quarter. A lead ing sl11111ne·r 
all1Usement was saili ng. and I suppose that at 110 place 0 11 the L 1.kcs were 
1l1ore boats to t e seen on a Ju ly morni l!g tha n on ~J:Hl1llel' Bay. Auto­
mobles were 1101 raritics-thuc lI'a<;. iJ1( leed. an alltol11ol)i le facton · in the 
Illro('S of hal1krllptf.I·-Imt lhe,\· wcre l10t 1I11i\'er ~ al posse~sjons an<1 a few 
more year;, 111Hl to pa~~ before thei r tttas tery over all the earth had to he 
confesscd . T he mills and fac tories aiong the river, those in and abo ut t he 
\\"ag-oll \\·orks. and the odd., and ends o f them scattered on the town·s 
ri ms . in ~]l li e o f what they promised o r forebode, were 110 gn'at s hakes 
Tole(lo 11"<15 still somcw!J;tt rcmotl· fr0111 a true imill strial staf!e as tha i has 
cOllie to be \Il1(lerstOQ(I. 

This lll llCh has been sai d of the tra nsit ion peri()(1 hecause. though 
Toledo sll1:1cked bolh of the old and the new. \\' ihnot t\:etcham gave t he 
lI11pressiou o f belOllg-iug lleitller to the one nor to the ot her . He -"cel lled 
to ··date·· wit h an at[c older than what was InO\nifesth' and admittedl\' old. 
It was e:t!'y to illl~.l{ine him as a gentleman o f the ea rly 1880's· who 
carried a copy o f the Century ~l agazillc under his a rlll and howed far 
Ol'e l" to ladies anificiall.l· amplified posteriorl~' . To at least one person 
thai impn:s..,ion was I1CI'tf alt ogether erased through a long- and wa rm 
acq ua lll t;! lltesl, ip . 

The impression o f 1880-i-ness \\'as. in fact. reinfo rced whell it \\"as 
learned that Ketcham continucd to practice archery . T his was a spo rt that 
rose to the dimensi ons of a craze ahotl t tbe timc that Rutherford! laves 
was president. "was dead . 1 suppose, before nirclla rd H a.\'e~ 11ad 
~ettlcd down in Toll1o. Its as"ociated Tl'c reati011 . crO(j\\et . hU11g' on 
milch more tenac iollsly. Keteham·s fait h fulness to archer~· gave him. 
o f course. far more ski lfu lness than the earlier archers cOllld have helieved 
possii:lc. Hc took 1;011" .1.nd ;t rrow into the fiel ,l. tog-ether wi th his I-:'II11S, 

and ~hot galll<.: \\"i th d iem. lie collld ha ve ~el"vcd with credit at Ag-i ncol1ft. 

The slorr he bro:lght to thc Blade was one of several. In time it 
was disco\"crc<l that he was. as it were. packed and -" llI iTe(1 with know ledge 
o f the mar~h fo lk. that he could speak their tongue which was a mixture 
of :\ormi1n and E ng-Ii sll. <lml t; l;lt he held th em in hi gh respect C\,{'I1I11oug-h 
some o f his stor ies involving' them S\lg'geslcd as mtlch tri ckery as sh rewd 
\\·it ami hinged on 1:Ix 1IIoralities a nd wild violence. \Vithin h im was 
~Ollle fee ling of brotherh()()(1. perhaps very vague. with l1Iell and women 
who we re inti mate p,lns of an el1virOl11l1cIlt fo r whidl he had affectionate 
reg-a nI. I Ie was aware 11I0re th an they werc thcmselves of the essential 
trag-ed.\· oi their situatioll. for he ~aw that the tilllc was going by wherein 
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any people CQuid abide entirely apart and a~ide from ot ller folk ;lrOl\nd 
them. 

It wa~ npon a basis of per~ollal observati on and experie nce that 
\\'ilmot Ketcham fashioned the l)Oems and sketches which made up the 
con tents of rite O(lll(e (If Joe CIt('"i'(llirr, . his only collected work. I Ie 
kn(' 1I' the marshes of Cedar Point best becal1se that was where he hU\lted. 
b\ll also he was f;lIni liar with the almost drowned lands bordering the 
upper part of \laul1lce Bay ami, one Illay a ssume, many o f thcir peopk. 
Frol11 these inhabitallts h(· ma.l· have obtained the story. placed in the 
area of L .... Plaisance Ba.I·. cOlle(."rni ng- the p riest who was lured into 
eati ng meal 0 11 a Friday on the pretense that the stuff was catfish checks. 
as well as another one dealin~ with a gtl,lrd 011 thc west shorc who. 
sCt to catch liqtlor snH1!!g-lers. p resen tly was collecting- toll from them. 
It was Ketcha1ll wh o told ll1e how to get to the big- spring ill the nOrth ba; • . 
how to find what rcmained o f Ha vre---(lestinc(l according to its promoters 
to l1lake a mo nkey O\1t o f Detroit a nd Toledo a likc--and explained wh~' 
Woodti ek hl:l11d. lh ,) \1~h 110t an i~ la!1d . lI nd a righlfni claim upon the 
<le5i~ation. Furt her. he had a story o f Gard Island which he may or 
may not have published. t\ Gard i~lal1{lcr . after what he thoug-ht a proper 
season o f 1110tlrl1ing" over the l o.~s o j his wife Juli e. WCllt to East T oledo 
,wei broll/!ht hOl11e a new mate. T he bride rcmarkc(l the prescnce of foot 
! I'acks in thl' snow. She was a.~511 red that they were nothing to trou ble 
ahout si nce they w('re only Julic·s. 

Still it was of the Ce(lar Point marsh Iract that Ket cham had 1110!'t 
to tell. \Vllell he began to go th ere there lVas a man who ill his youth had 
stood wi th others on the sands and listcned to the Battle o f Lake Eric. 
TIle grOtl]! knew exactly who was the victor when the hattie e11(lc(l. r.y 
reason o f its way of life it had the acute bearing almost of the heast!' 
it IHlIl ted. It could clisting-uish betwee11 the ~'l11l fire o f the Americans and 
that of the British. <1 11 <1 the last glll1 fir ed was an A111eri ca n g1111. 

The marsh folk whcn thc\' killed their ch ickens killed full-sized 
ones. They stalked the big I\"ild llIrkcys and ig-noretl the small oncs 
as mue11 as they could. So when they heard of a tas te developin g" in 
To ledo for tender young fowl they held it in derisi on. l1y way o f ~i\'in~ 
body to the contempt. a 111an took heron ne ... tlin~s into toWll <lnd sold 
,hem for squabs. Another man. also COIllClllptUOllS. tossed a couple oj 
aged fish hea(ls into a pot whe rei n a brag-'.!art marsh cook \\'as preparing­
a wedding' feast. This story was notable for brin o::;ing- om the speci al 
advantages these people had in having two iangllag-es to cu rse i1l. 

O ne o f the KetclJaT11 tales 111ay 11<IVe had its origin in fact althotlgh 
there were slIgg-estiolls of fabrication abom it. Possibl ~' Ketch a111 conceive(\ 
it. ill tended it for publicaliol1 a1l(1 yet never worked it into a shape that was 
satis jactor l' to h im. There was ( he sa id ) a ba rnstormer who went u pon 
··perio<licais". a nd a ll such occasioll ~ hired rowboats and row('d where 
winds or waves or Cllrren ts wmlld let hi111. l ie set out fr0111 Put-in Btl\" 
011 an excursion of the kind. He lost <I ll notion of where he was. Half 
llead from exposu re. he stranded Oil the south shore of the lake. French 
fi shermen lifted him Ol1t o f his boat. packed hi m about with blankets. 
n u rsed and fed h im. T hey discovered when he rccovered that he cOtlld 

12 



of :Vortilwestcrll Ohio 

Ilance and siug and make music on ;t comb or a \rillow whislle or 1,\, the 
bending of it hand saw. /-Ie was too good a prize to kl go or cven to 
prm'idc wilh in forma tion as II) his whereabouts. There were prospects 
that he would have to stay there perhaps for months. But one day 
a sailiug boat came in. It hMI liquor ahoard. The IK:.:t morning" the 
t1a~lling o f weI oa rs could he see ll far down the shore. and that was the 
last thc ti~h l'!"Il len sa\\' o f their extrao1"! lina r .1" piccc of f1 <)t~a " l. 

I{alph l'cckr has dealt with ~011lC o f the picturesque plmses of that 
singular til11c in the hist0ry of T o1cllo during which the t011'n was Ihe 
~I ation, recruiting place. n:hears:tl placc al1l1 probably source o f financial 
out fiuing for troupers who sl,l"1ed lhelllsehcs minstrels, Keeler seems 
10 ha\'C been familiar with il ncar ils hC'!i nnin):!", Sincc Ketcham was 
a half-generation later than Keeler, or Ihcreabo~lt ;; . and also beheld th..: 
trou pers al rest or Inning: lip ior ;H1other ... ea ... on. the period o i minstrelsy 
ill TQkllo muSI have been a fairl y lon:.:- on.: . It appears vcry likely Ihat 
Ketcham was the ol1ly one eq'lipped to write of it fully and that. inasml1ch 
as h..: did nut do so . it will never properl.\' be rcconkd. lI e remembered 
tile names of these minor li1eat r ic;ll artis ts. . tile 11iza rre ti tl i~s o f thell­
cOl11pani c~ and the tal ems lhe.I' developed Il l.' knew. tOO, a great deal 
ahO l1 t their advelltllres in th e middle west and lI ow th e Ilion:: e:.:perie ll cc(1 
of them car ried a pair of reinforced ... hn('s jllst in ease they would have 
to walk home. 

It wa~ natural then that \\ ' i[lI1ol Ketcham should have I;('ell in­
terested in Ra lph Keeler. Keeler's l'onnection with minstrelsy came 
:lI>Ol1l through an abilil~' to dam'e :Lny step he ever saw (lanced. ,\ s a 
cabiu-boy OIl a loafiw!: lake s teallll'r. he drc\\' out tho.' inll10st ir:lsci!Ji]itil:s 
o f Captain l)hea1l with his cioRl!ill): Oil reS0\1I1dill~ (leek sllriaccs. For 
a I'ea r or tll"O ht, was a "butcher"' on :\Iichigan Southern tra ins hefore the 
. \;l1cricll11 .\ew!> Compa!1\" \\"etlt into that trade 011 an CI1)!"u lf il1'..!: scale. 
III a l;crll1:ul t!l1i\'ersitl". in addition to 1l1[)re orthodox stt1(lies. he took 
a tuurse i!1 living Oil -next to nothing. 11 (' fo llo\\'cd .\iark TWflin as 
C(llTCSpoll<!('nt for a Cal iforllia newspaper, wrote all engaging wo rk ()n 
hi~ c.,=pcrienec~, found a publisher f0r one oj the most lI11rcadah:" of 
lIon·l ... ami. al "l'a 1;t'!I\"('cn ("uha and :'\ell' York, di,.appcared \\l\cdy, 

Whet her \\'ihnot Ketchal11 was o nc oj the iOlI1Hlers of the T ile 
Club o r not, I do not know. lIe \\"as, any\l"fl\·. an earl I" mClnbcr. lIe was 
IIpOIl tlmt excursion of the ebh's lip the canal whereof, I think, sOl11elhine; 
was writtc!1. II ma\" he ~aid of Ihe Tile Club that the dr:lwiug-z: it made 
for Tf,/, Dall((' al 10(' Chl';afi('r is p roof that it was nOI mereh' dilellflntc 
o r a111atelll"ish ill it s art or pl:-flsnre-scekiu,! in its flctil"itit.:s-thi~ f~l r all 
that Ihe fron ti spiece has a man standing lip ill a movin;.! GlilOe. 

Durini! the part of the \\"orld \\"ar ill 1I' 111( h the federal g"ol'el"!1I1Kl1t 
waxed i t.~ looni est, instrll ctions w('!"e senl forth frO\\1 \\ 'ashing"ton on 
deli wlraling" vegetables. T he idea was that if II'C re\';\'<:r! the pract ice 
of j)iOllCers ami imitated their dried aprle~ and shrivelled peaches and 
erumpled lip pllmpkins l)l' givin,l!" sin';htr treatment to ca r rOts ami Ihe like. 
loCMI would be conserved. The notion was. of course, at variance to the 
ot her solemn instruction, llamc1.\·, not In hoanl ioo<1, 1t ig-nored. 100. 
Ihe fact Ihat with II1o<1ern hO:lsehold 1'C]uipmcl1t there \\-<1:' slI1a ll esclls..: 
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for waste, h:etclla m was attracted, He put the informati on to the tcst. 
He accu1ll ulated a qnart jar or so of va ri ous withered all (1 repulsive 
looking- speci1llens, worthy o f exhibiting though probably llOt of eating, 
And then he added it characteristicallv whi1llsical Ketchal1l tou ch , J' lc 
evaporated a ripe tomato, I t was a re(ldish strip of sk in anrl pulp, re­
sembling. if anytllillg-. a ribLoll that had dropped from some small girl's 
pigta il. 

:\0 tlIall of varied tastes and broad. frienr1h interests is ever alto­
gether knOI\"J1 to his friends _ As well try to gr<lsp' d ire 11111 S\llil of possihle 
patterns 111 a kaleidoscope. Therefore . wha( has here Lo ren said of \Vi )mot 
,\ . Ketcham is simply oTie person"s impressions and feeUe knowk(lge o j 
him. and is meallt to \;e nothing- morc. 

To )'rof. Calvin Good rich of the LnivErsi tl of 'Iichigan, I\"e arc also 
iTidebted for the follo wing accollnt of early (ra'vd in ,,'or'thwestern O hio. 
It is a vivi (l narrative showing- the hardships aTid intrepidity o f ead .l­
()hio explorers and travelers. It serves as a striking contrast to lhe nne 
TI10dern roa(ls on which ollr modern automobiles travel with sl1ch case 
tilroug-h the same re)"!:ion--nOI\' perhaps tht richest fa rll1in::;:: land in O hio. 

A PEDESTRIOUS TOUR 
l1y I'Hn FI'~~() k ('..\1.\1.'\ GOODRI CH 

Start in,:; in Feuruan'. lRIR E~twiek Evans made a "PedestriOlF 
Tour" from- Ilopkinton. \ew Hampshire. to Detroit, then hy 110at back 
to Eric. PellnsYlvania . and from there aioot ag-Cl in to \Tell' O rlean s. 
! Ie h.,d, he ~a;d. "a close dress consisting- of huffalo skins, On my 
shoulders were e( lau let tes made of tl:e Ion" hair of the animal, Around 
my neck and undei' each arm was strapped a dO:1Hc l~athcr case. with 
hrass cllarg:ers for SllO\ and ball: ;Inrl under the otlicr anll a case of 
powder :\round the waisl was a bell. wi th a hrace of pi stols . a d irk. 
two side cases for pistol halls. and a case for moulds and screw, Also 
nround the wili st was lJ'lckled an Indian apron, which fdl b:::ll111d: it \\'a.~ 
ilho11teightefn inches squa re. covered Ilith fine bear skin .\1.1' cap 
and glol"c~ were made of fur. my moccasins were of deer-skin s. alld on 
Il ly shO\Ilder 1 carried a six -foot r iRe_ T he partners of my toils and 
(Iangers were tl\'O faithf ul dogs. "" 

Atout the ueginlliw!: of .\Iarch . he entered the Black Swamp ot 
northwestern Ohio. His 8CCOllllt o f it was one of the earliest. if not tllr: 
n rst. of the descript ions that. for lIIany years, formed rloldn l parts oi 
im illigrants' narratives. It is here reprinted : 

""It was in its ven' lVors! state. Tn 111\- iournal I ohsefl'e. that I will 
not attcillpt to describ'e it. T here was an ' \l; I\1sual qll <lnlity of snow and 
ice 11pOll the ground: and the we8ther heing moderate the 11';lter rapidly 
increased. The' distance across the swamp is forty Illi les. The wading 
\I-as contiilu<llh' de~p. ti le bushes lhick. and lhe surface of tho.; eanh frozen 
and ful ) of holes. \Vhat was worse than all. the icc, not Yet separated 
alld Ilearly 3trollg r:nough to bear one . was cOll t il1\1<1I1.\· breaking and 
letting the tr<lycller into water from tll'O to fO\l r feet in dept h, The crecb 
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there too arc nllTllerous . a nd til e icc in them was /lrokCIi up. Tilc freshe ts 
were g-rcat. thc banks o f lhe creeks overflown. and the whole country 
inundated, [ll procl.:c(ling- t11 rough the swamp [ was con~talltl.'" employed 
in llIakin~ grea t exertions for !Iea rly four day~. The weight uf l11y 
(1res~ rtl1d IJaggllg-e I\'as a \"1.:1".1' great iuc\1l11hallce to 1111!: hut 111y buffalo 
pantaloons wcre a dcicilce against the thi ... :k .'"1.:\ l)rin /e icc Ihroug-h which 
1 lI"as continually breaking. 

".\1 the ed<.re of the 5wamp I saw an Indian pasl' in .l! acro~s a neck 
of land on the Sandusky: and 1 hailed him. for the purpose of obtaininl{ 
l'Ol11e inforl11,ltion a s to the 1 1e~ t I\'al' Ihrough thi s track kss 'I' ild: bu t he 
l'ither conl(1 not l'peak I::,ng-lish. or p~etell(led that this was the casco It is 
said that tlley ireq\Ielltly ell) so. Soon aiter. [ Illet with th rl.:e [11(lians. 
togel"her with one white Illan. TIll,; white man was a little intoxicated, 
an d had, they ~aid . enga:.,:cd to <I t) some I\' () rk for thcm hut had rim away. 
Whilst I was obt ai ning from thcm information as \0 Illy COl1rsc, the white 
mall, fall ing" a littl e beh ind . ag:aill descrte(1. :'Ih- rillc was inlillediatdy 
sei7.cd by the l mlians for the p'lrposc of sho:..:t il1~ him: b\\ t by g reat 
exCrtions I held it. ull t i[ the Illan was 0.1 \ o f sig-ht. amI \lIcn t l1l,;y dcsis\{'(1 
;mll pursued him. I marched on. 

"T(l\\'a rds cH'lling- I fOlliul 3. .~m;:l1 elevation of land. a mI therc 
CllC;tlllped fur thc nig-ht. :'II.,' littl e fir e appeared like a Sla r on the Ilosuill 
of ocean. t::arth was Illy couch. and my covcring the bril1i;Hll canopy 
(, j H('(1\·eI1. .'\ fter preparing" 111.1' ~l1 ppcr. I s lept ill peacc ; b\\\ was 
3\\'akell ed . at day+lig-ht. hy a high wind accol1lpanie(1 b\' rain. Ere 1 a rose . 
tile lofty trecs slu ken by \hl' lC11l]lC~t seemed ready to fall IlpOIl me. 
])urin~ the e,·clling:. stleh \\' ''IS th e stillness of the siwation, a nd ~I\ch t'he 
spkndo1" oi th e (iri l1 O\ lllclll. tll:>.! nothing: hili btigtlc eo\\ld han' checked 
the currell t oi reflection. 11011' gTl~at arc the ,lih'all lag-es oi solit\1de! 
[-{o w su l: li l11(": is tlt e .'O ilc l1C I.: o f nat\1re's e\'er actiw cllcrg-il.:s ! There is 
:;olllcthing in the \"cry name of wi lderness . ",hid, chan11s the ear. and 
sool lll.:S the spirit o f Illan. There i" rcligi on in it. The chil(lren of Israel 
were in the wi lderncss . and it was a tYPl' of thi s 1I"0rl(l! They "1)\1ght 
100 the [..and o f PrOluise. am\ this was a type o f J lea\·en. 

"'1 he next ll](,rnin <;! I rene ll"ed mI' cx~·rtions. The lI'cathe r \\"a ~ 
[owcrin;! an(1 cold. I fOllnd it neces:;ar~' to wade throng-h water of the 
depth o i four nr 111' {' fcct . ;1.nd 1\1." cbtlws lI'ere cu\'c H'd w ith icicles . 
. \bout lloon I arrived at a neck. a little to Ih(' cast of ChOlron ri"('r 
(r'o rtag-e Hiver) a1l(1 fO\1 nd mu ch dillinl1t.\· and (Iang:er in t'fossi ng il. 
T he channel of the creek was vcry {1c~'p. and its bnks Ol'er-flow n. on both 
~ides. for a qua rter o f a mi le. :\fter wadi ng' SOIll~ way. 1 reached the 
ch:lll;le1. aud b~· the aid of a falkn tn'e and some floating logs cros~ed it: 
tIlC C ll"l'<.' !ll . hOll'l.:v(T. wa s so rapid. that upon the fallen trC(' lyi ng u nder 
the surface. [ conkl scared.,' kct·p upon 111.1' fee t : a single l11i~stcp wou ld 
klVI.: bl.:(":n iatal. 

"1 1ll1l1e([iatel \' aiter cr(),;sing' the Ch :11 111 c1 . L found the water ahollt 
100lr k et deep: aiul its t1cpth soon increased so as 10 reach Illy shoulders. 
Here J stuppnl 10 W I'VCY Ill." ~il\1ation. Altllou;!h the trees in this place 
\\erc large ami scattering. I could not perceive the land. T he prospect 
rem inded me of tlw I.ake of the Woods .. ·\fter \\'ading up lllld dow11 
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fo r sOllle lillie, in the hope of fi nding the water less deep, I conchtdeu 
to re-cross the chan nel ami endeavor to obtain a fo rdable place in some 
other direct ion : but in attempt ing to return, a la rge and (Ieeayed log, 
upon which I had noated a nd upon which Ihe impression of Illy feet had 
been Ielt, could not be fOllnd , I was here completely bewildered, Alone, 
nearly IIp to Illy lleck in water, apparently in the midst o i a sltorelcs;; 
ocean, being too wlthont my d og-~ , which used to swim around mc when 
c ro~s il1 ~ such places. Ill)' si!\1ation was rathe r ul1pka~all!; the novelty 
of it. hOll'eve r, togeth er with 111)' apparent inability to extricate myself 
p rod\\ced a rcsourceiess smile, After iI while, I repassed Ihe channel o f 
Ihe creek: ilnd fiually, by much labour and ,,-ilh g-reat hazard , readled 
the western shore, 

"))uri ng a part o f th is day il nlined: and so soli ta ry was the aspect 
o f cve ryth ing around me, th:u " very cloqm'nt idea of the piotls o rator 
of L'y' natural ly prt'sl'J1\c(\ itself :-

"To canse it to rain 011 thc earth, where no l11an is; 
"O n the wil derness, where the re is no man," 

"T he next day the weather wa~ se vere. The ice amOl1g the bushes 
had beconle harder: but still it would not bear me, and th c wat er was 
exceeding-I), cold. Icicles for1l1cd llpon my clothes almost immed iately, 
1 wa$ cunlinu;::ll.,' wading- ill ;1 ,:.;reater (If less depth uf waler duri ng" the 
whole d:ll": :lnd sometimes travcl 1c(1 fo r miles ill three or four feel of it 
wi thout ces~alio ll . Travell ing- throll j:rh SII\;h a depth of water where the 
icc I)f(;aks at a lmost every slep is exceedillg-Iy laborious, During this 
day too, I pas~c, l several deep and rapid creeks in the usual way, At dusk 
I fell in with abollt twen l,' l1Hlia ns o f the \\",·amlot Tribe, T he\' we re 
encamped 011 a small rise o f land which, hOII'e,:er. was r<lther II"CI.- They 
had recendl' come from the I'ici n;tl· o f Fort :'I/eig-s, and wcre t raveli ng' 
to ~011l~ )1\;1lIillg g round. Their condit ion was rit'plorab1c, T hey had, 
the day l;e fore, ll\1ried one of th eir company , anothe r o f them was very 
sick, and they had no provisiollS, J had bllt a trille myself, and tlltc wants 
o f the sick 1ndia1l renrlerer! me sl1i>perlc..,s. 

"These Indians sur veyt·c\ me wit h ral;ler a grave and di stUlll aspect: 
hilt with one of them, who could speak English I became well acqllain ted. 
In the course o f Ihe el'en ing" sollle stri p.., o f hark were prepa red to keep 
me fro111 the ground: but my clothes being lI"et, and having' no eovcring 
it was impossible- ior me 10 sleep, Imleed so cold was the nij.:!hl, that 
tht' nex t morning- the swamp II'O\S frozen 1'1.'1'1' hard. :'Ily Jmllan fr icnd 
called himscli Will Si5comh: anti with hi m I COlll'crsctl respecting' the 
Cn·at Spirit. DurlH;! the l1 igh t I pe rceil'ed, that the poor ill(\i;l1ls sn!fered 
1\\I\\:h frOIll cold. and from tht· smoke of their fir e. They, however, 
IJcguilcd Ihe time by th ei r ru (le songs, 

"" cr,," ea rly the Tlcxt 11101'11(11).:" I leit th is tall"ny gTU\IP, and in the 
('Oursc of the day arrived at I'"ort :'IJcigs, " 

Taken frOI11 " ,\ l)edcstr i OIl~ TOllr o f Four Thollsand :'I l iles, through 
Ihe Western States and Territories, during the \ Vinter and Spri ng- of 
181R," Concord, X, H.· 18 19 reprin ted ill '· Early \\'e~ te rn Tr;~ \'el s", 

R, G. Th\l·aites, Editor. vol. 8, l ~O-l-. 
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THE BRITISH REOIME IN MICHIGAN AND 
THE OLD NORTHWEST 

1"1'0111 it 11 ~1I l1i stor ical 1I"0rk hy Xl,lsoll \ 'all cc l~l1 ssel 1. I'll, D .. 
I 'rofcssor oi . \Ilwrican History at Carleton College entitled "T I1(' Hritish 
Regime in :'IlichiK:ll1 anti tile Old Xorthwest 17flO·1795", obtainahle from 
Editor o i Colll'g-e I'ublicat ions of Carlctrm College, :\onilfield, :'IJidliKan, 
\\T reprint the following-: 

"The pl11vo~e oi this stl1d.l· i~ to describe th e transition from the 
French n;g-imc to the Hriti"h. and from th e British 10 the- American in that 
part of the Old :'\onhwcsl knO\ln as .\Jichig-:m. 1l is llt1(ler:;tOOlI that the 
word ·.\Iichil!<l n' docs nut exactly l'OlTl'Spond ill l~rri toria l limits to the 
present ~tate of thai 11<t lll e. An attempt has been 1llade 10 de~crihe ihc 
political. economic, :Ind social conditions during- the pe riod fr01l1 1760 t o 
17cXl. ami especially to trace the prog-res$ of events which resnltcd in the 
o\'enhro\\' of Briti.;;h rttle and the sllhslitl1tioll for it of a g-0\"cmme11l by 
the l'nited Stales. 

" .\ regime is defined as a '1I10<1e or syslelll o f rule ur 1lIanagement: 
cha racter of gO\·ernmcnt. or oi the prcvailil1g" social S,I'~ IClll: This defini­
lion applie~ to ;'.]ichi.t!":m during-the Eng-lish occupalion fr0l11 170) to 17%. 
T Ile Briti sh :lrmy arriVl'd in Detroit on Xllvcll1her 29. 1760. a nd at 
.\lieh ili1l1<1ck in<lc in the spring" of 1761. Thereafter, until the Jay Treaty 
in 17%. what government. civil o r mi litary. that existed was British. 
T he prevailing social ,lilt! crol1011lic system was ha>;ed Oll the fur trade, 
The larg-c traders formed a hit·r;lrcl1y l1nder this >;y~te111 by whidl the 
Sl11all traders were g·overncd. This era \\'a~ the he,l"(lay of the fill' trade. 
J-lwHlreds of r ·o.\'ogel's a11d cllgagcs came illto the western \I'OOo.ls and 
waters of the Creat I.akes region to trade with the lmlians and gain 
a living :herelJ\'. Closcl.I' eO l1 l1(:eted to the trade was the cont rol oi the 
lnd ians. 1-'r('11ch inth1l'l1cc remained paramount with the red 111e11. while 
the Spa11i~h in Cppcr LOl1isial1 a wcre eonstantl,l' hidcling for their allegi­
auce, al1(1 later the rCI'olling .-\mericans m<tdc cnerg-etie cfi'orts to gai n 
the good-will and the co-operation of thc tribes. The whole hi~tory of 
:'Ilichigan for the period cOllsis t ~ o f the i!1tcrpJay of these faetOr~ aud the 
\I S<.' ll1ade of t il e 111diau ~ as allies il1 war. 

"\\'hen the .-\meric.;an \Var o f Independence came 10 a close. the area 
o f the Old :'\orthll"est wa;; cedl'd 1)\' the Treal\' of Pari". l i83. to the 
l' nited SlateS, but Ihe Briti sh l"cgill1e d id no( elld. Troops conti nned to 
occu pv Delroit . .\licllilill1ackina e. and ot her ]lost~ I1lltil I 79fJ, and th e 
111onopoly o f the British tr~1.(lers increased throughout the a rea. This 
brought o n a series of wars \\"ith the tribesmen. which cu lminated in 
General Anthony \\'ayne's yictor), at Fallen Timber;; in l i9 .. J.. Soon aher, 
in 17%. the English iorces were \\"ithdrawn, thus ending- the I3ritiS!l 
regime. 
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Tile Historical S ocietJl 

MOUND BUILDERS' FORT WITHIN TOLEDO'S LIMITS 

1\." S. S. K ",.111J;;NSlJ UE, TOLEDO, 0 1110 

It wi ll probably surprise lllost 0 1 thl' readers of th;:: Q uarterly to 
be told Ihat there once ex isted ;tn anci ent defensive earthwork on the 
ba nks o f the ~raull1ee with in the present city limits. The wr iter W'IS 

l1naware of tile fact until some time ,.go. II'hen he foulld a reference to 
it in a somewhat rare book- the first VOl U111C of th e Smi/flSOlli<ll! Co!!tri· 
Im/iOIlS 10 l(mJ';(·/('dgc. pri nt ed in 18+8. It is a COpy of Am-;l'llf MOl/lIl1lents 
01 fhe .llississippi I'ufll".\' hy S<luicr and David, In the chapter del'oted 
to works of de fence. is a section on sm'h ancient forts itt :\o rthent Ohio, 
written h." Hon. Cha rl e.<; \Vhittlesey. o f Clev<'land . whose Archaeological 
r esea rches II-ere I)oth extensive ami accurate. The fo llO\\'i ng is .:\lr. 
\\ ' ll ittlcsey's account of th e T oledo work: 

"This work is situated 01! the r ight ba nk o f the ~la u1l1ee Rivei', 
two Illiles above Toted". in \\"ood Count.". Ohio." ( rt is now Lucas 
Con ll t", and within the ci ll' lilllit s, T he write r docs not know whether 
.\Ir, \\'h ittksey was in cn:or in placing' the work in \ Vood County, o r 
whether the coullty line has bccn clJang'ed since his account was wri tten.) 
The water of the river is here dcep and still and of thc lake level; the 
blun is abOLll 35 fcet high, Si nce the work was huil t the cu rrent has 
undermi ned a portion. and parts of the embankment a rc to 1:1.' seen on the 
slips. ,\, .. \. The country for mil es in all di rections is Ilat a nd wet, 
Ihmlgh heavi ly timbered. a s is the sp.lce in 1111d around this enclosu re, 
The walls l11e<lst1rin~ from the bottoms of the ditches. arc from three 
to fOur feel high. They a re not of ulliform dil11cnsions Ihraug-hollt thcir 
cxteut: <111<1 as there is 110 ditch on the southweSI side while there is 
a (Iou hie wall and ditch elsewhere, it is presnmable that the work was 
abandoned bdore it was fi nished, 

The si ll.' of this ancient work is 011 the 1:;lst Side. a little above the 
end of Fassett Street bridge. and dirL'C tly back of the C. 1-1, & D. del·ator. 
The g reater part is an unfenced COlll1lton, direct ly no rth of the present 
residence of .\Irs, Cha rles ;\ , Crane. to wh0111 the site belongs, There 
is not a vestige of the old embankment rCllIa in iu,\!', A fter the ground 
was cleared of trees . it was cultivated, and the ploll' soon reducerl thc 
works 10 an ull i for111 level. 

The 01111' reminder of the work is the lIame foor! St reet ( later 
chang-cd to (lal11all'a.\' )-a short tho rough fa!'" nt11l1 i11)!' cast frOl\1 O hio 
Central tracks to Crescent Street. If extended through westwa rd 10 
the river. it would cut the center of the si te, \\'hen it was laid 0111, the 
work was st ill in cxistcnce, and the n<l 111(: gi ven in consequence. 

'\ { r. Elias Fassett, who li\'es in the next house sOl1th o f the Crane 
residencc has a vivid rC1l1e11lbranf e of the old mound bllilclcrs fort as it 
appeared 1l1ore tha n a half celll11ry ago. ITc says the lIo rthern end reachcd 
the river onl,1' a few ya rds south of the end of Fassett St reet bridge, and 
the embankment on the southwestern side. where there was no di tch, 
crossed the pn;sent street just at the corn cr o f the Crane front fence. 
\\,hen the Fassett fa mill' settled where he now li ves. the site o f tile Fort 
was covere{1 wit h huge sugar maple trees, T his g ro,'C of ma ples extended 

18 

• 



of l\ -ortltweslerll Ohio 

~onle distance north o i the tllr eo..: <lcres covered hy th e lI'orb, and elnb raced 
aho \\t 200 trees. T hese wcrc lile 0111 .1' sugar trees ill the vicin ity. Th is 
wou!d poin t to the site having- been clCare(1 o f the primitive forest hy 
the people \\'ho b\\ilt the fo rI, for it is a weU know n fact thai where 
an area is d<"lll1(1cd of ils orig-inal forest )...'1"o\\"lh, alld afterwar ds allowed 
to rdorest iudf the new j!rowth is always of a d iffen'nt ~pecie~. It wou\(1 
appea r that the soi l becollws exha usted of th e Illalel"la \s fo r thai pa rti cular 
kil Hl of tree. ,'1nd others ~ pr;l1;.::" IIp for wh ich it col1ta ; \\~ appropriate 
111,)\\ ris h men t 

Directh' where the river road nOI\" rl111S. in front o f the Fa~sctt 
;-c,;ilknce----or :\I iallli slreet. to g-ive it the official 1I(lllle-there was 
ori;.:-in al1y an ekva lioll prolJal:l.\· an artifical lllotllHl . of the same done 
a,. the fo rt. ... \ ~ l11 a l1 oak tree . 0 11 the edg-e uf the bluiT. ma rks position. 
Th;~ mou nd \\'<lS o f Ilearly p\\rc sand. and It was l1~c d tu level 11]) tIll' 
lo\. jn dif!g:ill:;!" it down:! h<lif dozen hUlllan skckton~ were unearthl'll 
all ill perfect prcser\·;nion . hut all burinl face ,10II"lIw:!rd-lllost lll1llSnal 
thing. These were probabl.\· the remai ns of Indians uf a laler date. anrl 
Ilot OJ the racc lhat erected Ihe wurk ilSl"lf. The 11101111d l)llilders nsuall\' 
hurtled thei r delHI: ami tile II"r; ter . ill exploring their burial mounds ;;1 
Sl~ l\lher\l U hio 11<1 5 frClIIICtlll .\· found later l \1dial1 ~ ;ll\ erred in these 
illH:ic11l lllollllCl~. The\' are ea:;ih' di5 I i"g-ui~he(1. for the mound builders 
l1cpositcd the hlifllcd' r e\llaitl~ 0'[ their (ll'ad on thc ground . and then 
rai ~c(l a moulld over them. The r('"]i<"5 being al ways fOHml al the natllral 
!c\·c1. and ill tlw center of the 11101111(1: wh ile the Indian interlllen ts were 
111<1dc anywhere 011 the elevati(1Il that ~\liled th e ones of the burial )1<1rl.\·. 

:'Il l" . \\"\1i ttlesey . in the chapter referred to ahol'e, de~("fibes eil.!:ht 
;lllcient wor ks. o f which the T ok(lo 011 1.' i~ Ihe most wC~kl"h. and all ;n 
Xorthern O hio. (H Ihem he :;ays: . 

":'\othi ng- C;1I 1 be more pl;tin than that most of Ihe rClllain~ in 
:\!jrthern ()hiu ;lr(' 11l ili tar\' works. T here hayc not \'et \)cell found am' 
rl' ll1\1anl~ oj the til l1\)er in ' IIle walls : yet it i~ very safe 10 pn:s\lrllc tl1(\t 
pa lisa des were planted on thelll . and that wooden pos ts :I n(1 g-ates \\"ere 
creel\'d at the passages left In the embankllll'llts and {litche~. 

". \,11 the pO~;lio"s are comij!l1ous 10 \\ aler: and SOllIe of them have 
hiJ!her land in their \' iciniIY, from which the~' Illigllt in an~' degree he 
t·()Il\IlIandcd. ()f the \\'orks horderi ng 011 tht, shore o f Lakc Erie . throl1g11 
the s tat e o f (l ili o . tllere arc nOlle hilt l11a \' have beell int ender! for defence: 
<l ltl lOl\g-h in some u i the111 the design i~ lim pcrfectly 1l1anife~t. "l"hc.\· form 
a line frOIll Con neaut to T oledo. at a d is tance of froll1 three 10 fi\'c 
miles from the lake: and all stand I1pOIl or near the principal ri\"ers. 

"The 1ll0SI natural inference with rc,;p('ct to Ihe northertl cordOI1 of 
\\orks is that they formed a well -occupied lille . cOl1strnctcl\ eitllcr t ll 
protcCl the ad vancc o f a natioll landing from the lake a nd mov ing- sou th · 
ward ior nll1qucst: or . as a li"e of resistance for people inhabiting theJ'e 
shores and pressed upon by their sOllthern nci~hbors. The scan:it.\" 0 1 
lI1ou nds, Ihe absence o f pyramills of ea rth. which arc so com111on on the 
()hio. the W:\11t of the rectangular or any other rCitlllar works. al the 
north- alt these d ifferences tend to the conclu.,ioll that the nort hern part 
Ill" Oh io \\'as occu pied by a dis tinct people."" 
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The His/oricol Society 

According to :'Ilr. W!1ittl esey . this wmk 011 t h~ :'Il r!.\ \111ee is th e IllOSt 

westerlv of the defensive cordon of these ancient forts. The al)$elKe 
of mOll·urlS. of whi ch he speaks. poilHs 10 a short oceupatioll. or to a \'ery 
small popl1lalion. for the isolated mounds were tUllluli 01" burial mounds. 
The wriler knows of hut three in this vicinit\". Two are on the roa(1 to 
:'II <l11111ee. a short dis tance this ~ide of the IIa r" fway 1 1011se---onc in a pea r 
orchard. S0111e fi ft\" \'anls \\'est of the roall. a nd the other in the \\"oo<1s 
a few hundred \'ards south. The thinl i!'- in Ollawa Park. 1I1a rked In' 
a dUlilp o f t rees'. 011 the crest of the hill \I(:SI o f the lower bridge. The 
\\"r iter 1I'011l d likc to be in formed of ti le Incatioll of ally others in this 
\'icl1Iity. 

Ohio .--In·hacologirCll alld His/.;rirl1/ Society P"blicatiOlU, pa\!("s 
3Sl-384, by S. S. Knabenshl1e. Toledo, Ohio. 

The fir,,1 church bui lding erected ill Toledo was 011 Ihe ~'orller oi 
Cherry and SUl)erior Slreeis. and occl1Jli~d by the "First ChlllTh 
COJlgn·gCllicllal."· Dll ilt by lleman Walhr idg-e amI Ed\\",ml l1issf'll. \\'as 
1:l"ur m._'lIcd by the ch mch. Dedicated :'Ilay 3. 1838. 1t was sol(I later 
by the sher iff to the Catholi c~, and thc ol d wooden church 1107(' slnlld.l 
(1/ back of St. [-'rands de Sales Church. <lml faces Superior S I. 

1"0 1' 1ll'1I1.1· lI1 () I\1 ils past. strtlHIUlIS effons havl" l:et'n mark h.l· ~O l ile 
of our patriotic cilizen5 and societies to seclIre posse~s io ll of the site of 
01(1 Fort :'Il ia111i. the most import:llll remaining rclio: of the IOl1~ strligg-le 
bctween the British and Americans for the control of the :'Ilatlnle~ \·alley. 

Celleral .-\nthuny \Vaytle had attcmpted its capt\tn' after th e battle 
with the 111(lians at Fallen Timbers. Jt had prcviolll'ly becll ceded to the 
.-\ lIler icallS-(Og-el h~r with all other t~rritory including- a ll fortifications 
(ast of the ~[ississippi-hy the terms of the Jay Treaty of 1 7~. but the 
ll ritish h<ld persisted in retaining it in ddiallce of that treaty. 

An option for the purcha se from privat l" O\I'I ICl' of the 01 <1 ba ttle­
ments and sl1r rol1ndin~ lands ha(1 been obtained. but that option was awnt 
to expire. However. it has \lOW been exten(led for !'-.ix lllol1lhs and it 
seems almost certain that the efforts of ;;OnlC o f our public spi r ited citizens 
will soon he ~uccessf\ll and the ol d fon's emhankments. still dearh' 
detined. wi ll soon be pmchascd and made the si te of a perillan ent par!~. 
Xort hwcstcrn Oh io is to be con~ratli lated. 


