
Northwest Ohio Quarterly 

Volume 18 

Issue 3 



Northwest Ohio Quarterly 

t 

EDITORIAL BOARD 

MILO M. QUAIFE 

SPENCER A. CANARY 

FRANCIS P. WEISENBURGER 

ANDREW J. TOWNSEND 

FRED LANDON 

CURTIS W. GARRISON 

ANDREW J. TOWNSEND, Managing Editor 
G. HARRISON ORIANS, Review Editor 

JESSER. LoNG, News Editor 

t 

July, 1946 
VOLUME 18 NUMBER 3 

t 

Published by 

THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF NORTHWESTERN OHIO 

TOLEDO 

,,, 

41 l! ,. ' 

l 
' ,, 
' 



Contents 

In This Issue .. .. ............ . . . .... . ..... . ...... . 99 The article on 1~ 

The President's Page: Due Process of Law .. . . ... . . . 
of Toledo and to ; 

100 western Ohio> has 

News: Forest Established for World War II Shrine ... . 102 pastor of Collingw 

Fort Meigs Park Addition Dedicated ........ . 102 
has been intimatelJ 
as his pastor. 

Historical Displays at Toledo Public Library ... . 103 Mrs. Mildred M 

History Honorary Initiates Five ............ . . 103 
of the Local H isto1 
has written an int 

Toledo Organizations Honor Retiring Professor 104 ment. This will bt 

History Staff Enlarged at Bowling Green . . .... . 105 
not only because t 
ciety> but because 1 

Other Personal Notes .. . . ..... . .... .. . . .... . 105 history. 

Judge Silas E. Hurin, by R. Lincoln Long .. .. . .. . . . . . 106 Dr. Benjamin E 
of Students at Wit1 

Local History and Genealogy in the Toledo Public Li- on "Winthrop Sa; 
brary, by Mildred M. Shepherst ...... .. ...... . 108 troit" presents an 

Winthrop Sargent and the American Occupation of 
Detroit, by Benjamin H. Pershing .. . ......... . 

activities while Sec 

114 
Territory which is 
ber of recent writt 

Books ....... . . .. .. . .. . ......... ... ........ .. . .. . . 126 students. 

98 



. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 99 

f Law . . . . . . . . . . 100 

{ ar II Shrine . . . . l 02 

iicated . . . . . . . . . l 02 

Jblic Library . . . . 103 

e . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 103 

letiring Professor l 04 

ng Green . . . . . . . 105 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 105 

ong . . . . . . . . . . . . 106 

foledo Public Li-

............... 108 

1 Occupation of 

lg . . . . . . . . . . . . . 114 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 126 

-In This Issue 
ANDREW J. TOWNSEND 

The article on Judge Silas E. Hurin, well known to residents 
of Toledo and to members of the Historical Society of North­
western Ohio, has been contributed by Dr. R. Lincoln Long, 
pastor of Collingwood Avenue Presbyterian Church. Dr. Long 
has been intimately associated with Judge Hurin for many years 
as his pastor. 

Mrs. Mildred M. Shepherst, the capable and energetic head 
of the Local History department at the Toledo Public Library, 
has written an interesting account of the work of her depart­
ment. This will be of great interest to members of the Society, 
not only because that department houses the library of the so­
ciety, but because it carries on much activity in the field of local 
history. 

Dr. Benjamin H. Pershing is Professor of History and Dean 
of Students at Wittenburg College, Springfield, Ohio. His article 
on "Winthrop Sargent and the American Occupation of De­
troit" presents an interesting documented account of Sargent's 
activities while Secretary and Acting-Governor of the Northwest 
Territory which is at variance with the point of view of a num­
ber of recent writers. It is well worth the attention of historical 
students. 
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President's Page 

Due Process of Law 

nor be deprived of life, liberty, or property 
without due process of law; ... " 

T HIS fourth clause of the Fifth Amendment of the Federal 
Constitution confirms the principle underlying our sys­
tem of Government that it is a Government of laws and 

not of men. This is the distinguishing feature between our 
system and that now in effect in Russia and until recently in 
Germany and Italy. 

The Ten Amendments of the Federal Constitution were 
adopted to place restraints only upon the National Government. 
But Due Process of Law being of the very essence of government 
under law, the same prohibition was placed in the Fourteenth 
Amendment of the Federal Constitution, as a limitation on the 
powers of the States, in these words: " ... nor shall any State de­
prive any person of life, liberty, or property, without due process 
of law; ... "Thus the clause in the Fourteenth Amendment pre­
vents any State through its Constitution, its Legislature, or 
otherwise, from denying this protection to its citizens. 

While the expression "due process of law" is a technical one, 
there has never been any doubt as to its meaning. It has always 
been considered synonymous with "the law of the land." 

One of the earliest references to this guarantee against ar­
bitrary power is in the famous Twenty-ninth Chapter of Magna 
Charta, which was forced on King John by the barons on June 
15, 1215. There it is said, "No free man shall be taken, im­
prisoned, disseised, outlawed, banished, or in any way destroyed, 
nor will We proceed against or prosecute him except by lawful 
judgment of his peers or the law of the land." 

During the reign of Edward Third, the English Parliament in 
1355, declared and enacted that no man of what Estate or Con-
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dition that he be, should be put out of his lands or tenements, 
nor taken, nor imprisoned, nor disinherited, nor put to death, 
without being brought to answer by Due Process of Law. 

And again in the Petition of Right presented to Charles I of 
England in 1628, it was declared that no man, "be destroyed, or 
put to death contrary to the Laws and Franchise of the Land." 

What is Due Process of Law? A legal proceeding must afford 
the guarantees contained in our Constitution as well as those 
contained in the English Common Law and Statutes which, by 
adoption, have become a part of the law of the land of this 
country. This Clause protects any citizen against procedure of 
the Judiciary, as well as against any action by the Executive 
or Legislative branches of the government, or any Department 
thereof, which may deny rights to which he is entitled under the 
Law of the Land . 

A trial in court however may not be essential to Due Process 
of Law, for Due Process may be administered under duly en­
acted Congressional Legislation and the Procedure adopted 
pursuant thereto, before Commissions and other legally ap­
pointed Boards and Officers. 

t.LJ. 
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JESSE R . LONG 

Editor 

Forest Established for World War II Shrine 

Contributions from approximately 50,000 members of the 
Ohio Federation of Women's Clubs have made possible the 
building of a shrine honoring the dead of World War II in the 
Memorial Forest near Loudonville in Ashland County. 

Ohioans are being asked to make additional gifts for develop· 
ment of the 3,500 acre tract and toward the native stone build­
ing which will shelter two huge books, one containing the names 
of all Ohio casualties and the other of individuals and organiza­
tions contributing to the memorial. 

Dedication of trees planted in honor of the men and women 
who lost their lives is scheduled for the coming fall. 

The Memorial Forest is near the intersection of State Routes 
3 and 97. 

Fort Meigs Park Addition Dedicated 

Governor Frank J. Lausche was the principal speaker at dedi­
cation ceremonies May 16 for a 101f2 acre addition to the state 
park at the historic Maumee River site of Fort Meigs. 

Afterwards at a dinner in the Perrysburg First Methodist 
Church, the Governor told an audience of 240 persons that there 
is a sacredness to the Maumee Valley "when we understand the 
sacrifices made on battlefields such as Forts Meigs and Fallen 
Timbers, but these sacrifices mean nothing unless we can draw 
from them a lesson which will make us more vigilant and patri­
otic to our state and nation." 
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Participants included Ralph W. Peters, Defiance, chairman of 
the Fort Meigs Memorial Commission; Grove Patterson, editor­
in-chief of The Toledo Blade; Richard Thornton, Perrysburg 
mayor; Arthur C. Johnson, president of the Ohio State Archae­
ological and Historical Society; and Erwin C. Zepp, vice­
director of the state society. 

The Fort Meigs site now totals 55 acres. Plans for its improve­
ment are under the sponsorship of the Ohio State Archaeological 
and Historical Society, the Fort Meigs Memorial Commission, 
and the Maumee River Scenic and Historical Highway Associa­
tion. 

One of the projects now being considered is the erection of a 
memorial for Major Amos Stoddard, highest ranking officer to 
lose his life at the fort in 1813 and who is buried there. 

Historical Displays at Toledo Public Library 

An exhibition of old maps, documents, and other materials 
from the Local History department of the Toledo Public 
Library is on display in the main court until the middle of 
July. 

Letters, documents, and other materials belonging to mem­
bers of Fort Industry chapter of the Daughters of the American 
Revolution are on display on the second floor until July 10, to 
be followed by an exhibit of antique glass until September 1. 

Mrs. Mildred Shepherst is in charge of the Local History de­
partment. See an article by her on the work of that department 
on page 108 of this issue of the Quarterly. 

History Honorary Initiates Five 

Alpha Kappa chapter of Phi Alpha Theta, national honorary 
history fraternity have initiated five new members at the Uni­
versity of Toledo. They are Florence M. Bradley, Alice Hueb­
ner, Lloyd B. Lapp, Harold Lieberman, and Dr. F. James 
Schrag. The ceremony on May 17 was preceded by a social hour 
at the home of Dr. Andrew J. Townsend, adviser. 

Officers for the group for the coming year are Rhoda H. 
Harris, president; Dr. Gardner Williams, vice-president; Lois 
Martin, historian; and Herbert Schering, secretary. 
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News 

Mrs. Bradley, one of the new members, is the widow of Dr. 
Glenn D. Bradley, Professor of History at the University of 
Toledo. He came to the University in 1916, was an active mem· 
ber of the Historical Society of Northwestern Ohio, and at 
the time of his death in 1930 he was editor of the Quarterly 
Bulletin of the society, predecessor of the NoRTHWESTERN Omo 
QuARTERLY. Mrs. Bradley has taken an M.A. degree in history 
at the University of Toledo and further graduate work in his· 
tory at the University of Michigan. 

Another initiate, Mr. Lieberman, is a returned veteran, a stu· 
dent at the University who was recently awarded the Raoul 
Floripe award, given to an outstanding student of the junior 
class. 

Toledo Organizations Honor Retiring Professor 

Miss Alemda May Janney, Professor of History at the Univer. 
sity of Toledo, was honored at Commencement exercises June 8 
at the completion of 24 years of teaching at the institution. Miss 
Janney was made professor emeritus. 

Alpha Kappa chapter of Phi Alpha Theta, national honorary 
history fraternity, presented Miss Janney with a jeweled badge 
at a dinner meeting on May 17, and she was honored by the 
Toledo chapter of the American Association of University Pro: 
fessors at a dinner on May 24 with an appropriate gift. 

Members of Chi Omega fraternity, of which she · has been 
adviser for 23 years, are establishing a fund in her name with 
which they will equip and maintain a faculty women's lounge. 
The announcement was made at a dinner of actives and alumno:e 
on June 12 at the Toledo Woman's Club. 

Miss Janney attended State Normal College, Ypsilanti, Michi­
gan, the University of Michigan, the University of Chicago, and 
Teachers College, Columbia University. Before coming to 
Toledo she taught at State Teachers College, Mankato, Minne­
sota, State Teachers College, Warrensburg, Missouri, and State 
Normal, Lock Haven, Pennsylvania. 

She is a past president of the Toledo League of Women Voters 
and has been active in various historical and archaeological or-
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News 

ganizations-including the Historical Society of Northwestern 
Ohio-and the American Association of University Women. 

, History Staff Enlarged at Bowling Green 

Dr. Grover Cleveland Platt will join the Bowling Green State 
University history faculty in September. A native of Texas, Dr. 

1 Platt will teach European history. He and Mrs. Platt, both of 
whom received their doctorates at the University of Iowa, have 
been on the faculty at Western College in Oxford, Ohio. 

Other new members of the department are Dr. Walter S. 
Sanderlin, whose degrees are from American University and the 
University of Maryland, and I. William Miller, Bowling Green 
graduate, who is also director of the Bureau of Alumni Rela· 
tions. 

History courses dealing with Canada, Oriental civilizations, 
Africa and the Near East, Modern Russia and the United States, 
and the United Nations have been added to the curriculum. 

Other Personal Notes 

A host of friends in the Toledo community were saddened by 
the news of the death of Judge Silas E. Hurin, former president 
of the Historical Society of Northwestern Ohio and editor of its 
Quarterly 'Bulletin. See the article about Judge Hurin on page 
w6 of this issue. 

J. Arthur MacLean, retiring curator of the Toledo Art 
Museum and member of the board of trustees of the Ohio State 
Archaeological and Historical Society, has been appointed Lec­
turer in Oriental Studies at the University of Toledo. He will 
teach day and evening sections next year on Social and Cultural 
Backgrounds of India, to be followed by similar courses in suc­
ceeding years no other areas of oriental culture. 
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Silas E. Hurin 
R. LINCOLN LONG 

SILAS E. HURIN, president of the Historical Society of 
Northwestern Ohio and editor of its Quarterly Bulletin 
from 1937 to 1942, died at the age of 87 following a heart 

attack at noon June 5 in Toledo Hospital. 
Judge Hurin was a native of Hamilton County, Ohio, and a 

graduate of Princeton University in 1882. Up to within a few 
years of his death he was very regular in attendance at class re­
unions, and he and Mrs. Hurin attended the Williamstown con­
ferences for many ·years. 

He began his career teaching near Cincinnati, but entered law 
school in 1885. He practiced law in Hancock County for twenty 
years and served on the Circuit bench for 'six years, having been 
elected in 1904. In 1910 and 1912 he was a candidate before the 
Republican State Convention for nomination as an Ohio Su­
preme Court Justice. He came to Toledo in 1915, and until very 
recently practiced law in the Nicholas Building, one of Toledo's 
famous office buildings and old landmarks. 

His wife, Mary Locke Hurin, died April 21, 1945. She was a 
cousin of the late Robinson Locke and at one time a regular con­
tributor to the Toledo Blade. She began her journalistic career 
as club editor and developed into one of the most popular and 
best informed current events lecturers in Northwestern Ohio. 
Together with her husband, she contributed greatly to educa­
tion of the community in civic affairs, and both took a great 
interest in foreign relations. Judge Hurin was a strong advocate 
of American entry into the World Court. Judge and Mrs. Hurin 
were constant collaborators in study and writing. 

Upon the death of W. J. Sherman, president of the Historical 
Society of Northwestern Ohio, in 1937, Judge Hurin succeeded 
him as president and editor of the Quarterly Bulletin. 

Judge Hurin was most conscientious in all of his practice and 
frequently forfeited career advantage for principle. Of him it 
could readily be said that he had "zest and joy in sincerity." 
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Silas E. Hurin 

He was an active member of Presbyterian churches in Cincin­
nati, Findlay, and of the Collingwood Avenue Presbyterian 
Church in Toledo. As a Trustee of Toledo Presbytery (involv­
ing more than forty churches), a trustee, deacon, Bible class 
teacher, and elder in three local churches, he served most faith­
fully. Recently he referred to his vow taken when ordained as an 
elder more than fifty years ago, to which he held steadfastly. 

Some time before his death he spoke with great satisfaction of 
his enjoyment of the work in the Historical Society and dis­
cussed the Quarterly with clear and eager memory. He showed 
special concern to his pastor regarding the "present national 
trends" as compared to early American historic fundamentals. 
William Tyler Page's "American Creed" was certainly sub-

stantially his conviction. 
From the time of his high school valedictory address to the 

close of his career Judge Hurin could truly be called Mr. 
"Valiant-for-truth." "After this it was noised abroad that Mr. 
Valiant-for-truth was taken with a summons by the same post as 
the other, and had this for a token that the summons was 
true, 'That his pitcher was broken at the fountain.' Eccl. 12:6. 
When he understood it, he called for his friends, and told them 
of it. Then said he, I am going to my Father's; and though with 
great difficulty I have got hither, yet now I do not repent me all 
of the trouble I have been at to arrive where I am. My sword I 
give to him that shall succeed me in my pilgrimage, and my 
courage and skill to him that can get it. My marks and scars I carry 
with me, to be a witness for me that I have fought His battles who 
will now be my rewarder. When the day that he must go hence 
was come, many accompanied him to the riverside, into which as 
he went, he said, 'Death, where is thy sting?' And as he went 
down deeper, he said, 'Grave, where is thy victory?' 1 Cor. 
15:55. So he passed over, and all the trumpets sounded for him 

on the other side.'' 1 

1 John Bunyan, The Pilgrim's ProgresS' ... (Philadelphia: Porter and Coates, 

n.d.), pp. 471, 472. 
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Local History and Genealogy in the Toledo 
Public Library 

MILDRED M. SHEPHERST 

T HE people of Toledo have always been proud of the part 
that the Maumee Valley has played in our country's his­
tory and have been interested in marking historic sites 

and collecting information about events of the past. The Toledo 
Public Library, too, has felt a responsibility and has for many 
years purchased histories, maps, and manuscripts, and en­
couraged gifts of historical material. In this way begin the collec­
tion now housed in the Local History and Genealogy Room. 
The room contains three distinct collections: the reference works 
on Ohio, Toledo, and the Maumee Valley; the library of the 
Historical Society of Northwestern Ohio; and the genealogy 
collection. 

The rigors of pioneer life were not conducive to prolific writ­
ing, but the few who did find time kept detailed accounts and so 
have left to us something of the atmosphere of those early days. 
Thaddeus M. Harris made an excursion into the territory north­
west of the Ohio in 1803 and in his Journal gives a careful 
account of all the towns that he visited and the strange people 
that he saw. Christopher Gist was sent by the Ohio Company 
of Virginia to make a survey of conditions in the Northwest 
Territory, and as a part of his commission he made a report on 
his findings. The History of the Backwpods, or, The Region of 
Ohio, by A. W. Patterson, tells of early life in this unknown 
country. These records, and others similar to them, are aids to 
the serious students of early Ohio history. County histories, re­
ports on vario"us sections of the state, and several comprehensive 
Ohio histories, trace the development of Ohio through the years. 

The file of Toledo City Directories includes the first issue, 
1858, when the population of the city was about 12,000. The 
great lament of the editors was the lack of house numbers. "We 
have approached as near precision as circumstances would ad­
mit, and for want of numbers to designate places of business and 
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Local History and Genealogy in Toledo Library 

abode, have given blocks, leaving the enquirer to complete the 
search for himself." The slender volume of 294 pages includes a 
history of the Maumee Valley and a description of the new High 
School building "on the upland, beyond the Canal on Adams 
Street, one of the most sightly and central locations in the city." 
Now, nearly a century later, the new main library building 
occupies that site. 

In the collection of about 100 maps that show the progress of 
this area from a "backwoods" to a thriving community, are 
several maps of forgotten villages of the Maumee Valley. These 
towns sprang up when plans to connect the Ohio River and 
Lake Erie by a canal gave promise of great business activity. 
The original plats of these villages show the fond hopes of their 
proprietors. Today the names Port Lawrence, Vistula, Man­
hattan, Orleans, Oregon, Yondota, Marengo, and Miami are 
only memories. Port Lawrence and Vistula united to form 
Toledo, some died an early death, and the limits of Toledo have 
extended to include the others. An interesting feature of 
Hough's map of Ohio, published in 1814, is the designation of 
the 'Black Swamp, that boggy area which made travel in this 
section so difficult in the early days. Maps of Ohio during the 
1830's show two northern boundaries: the Harris Line, claimed 
by Ohio, and the Fulton Line, some eight miles to the south, 
claimed by Michigan. The Library also has copies of the official 
maps showing the final survey for the boundary that confirmed 
the Harris Line, giving Toledo to Ohio and ending the "Toledo 
War." 

Since the Maumee Valley was the scene of great activity dur­
ing the War of 1812, a special effort has been made to acquire 
documents of this period. The most valuable item in the manu­
script collection is the Orderly Book kept by Capt. Daniel Cush­
ing at Fort Meigs in 1813. Two muster rolls of soldiers who' 
served at Fort Meigs were purchased recently. 

The Clark Waggoner scrap books and letters are important 
sources of political data. Mrs. Waggoner, who was at one time 
editor of the Toledo Blade, kept copies of all his correspondence 
with state and federal officials and members of his family. These 
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Local History and Genealogy in Toledo Library 

letter-press copies are bound in 11 volumes. The scrap books, 
thirty of them, show the infinite care and diligence essential to 
the work of an editor and author. They cover the years 1880 to 
1899 and include thousands of cl ippings from papers all over the 
country. l\ifr. Waggoner was recognized as an able scholar with 
strong opinions on various subjects. The clippings renect his 
views on political and social questions and include also much 
material of local historical value. 

T oledo hislOry is being made each day and some way must be 
provided to gather facts and record events as they slip from the 
present into the past. Clippings fTom the two local papers keep 
the city's hislOry up to date and supplement the information in 
books. Clipping the papers is an important part of each day's 
routine. Items re lating to new bu ildings. industries, changes in 
municipal affairs, biographical information and other accounts 
of local interest are marked and clipped. Articles of permanent 
value, history in the making, are pasted into loose-leaf scrap 
books. The scrap books now number 70 of T oledo history and 
40 of Toledo Biography. 

The newspapers also furnish infonnation on local clubs and 
civic groups and lists of their offi cers. The fi le of these organiza­
tions now has about 1200 entries. 

An alphabetical index to all of the death nOlices that have 
appeared in the T oledo Blade from 1837 to dare is useful not 
only because it gives the date of death but it serves also as an aid 
in ge nealogical research. The index was begun as a WPA project 
and is now continued by the library staff. 

To record Toledo's part in World War II, all of the notices of 
induc£ion, changes in rank, acts of hero ism, and awards, were 
clipped from the newspapers, pasted Onto cards and arranged in 
one alphabetical file. Separate lists were made noting casual ti es 
and those missing in action. Now that the war is over the word 
" Discharged" has been stamped on many of the cards. The Gold 
Star Mothers made extensive use of this file in compiling a list 
of those who had died in the service , and other organ iza tions, 
such as the American Legion. church groups, and the Chamber 
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Local History and Genealogy in T oledo L ibrary 

of Commerce, as well as many individuals, consult it frequently. 
In years to come, these records will, we feel sure, be of interest 
and value to the descendants of the men and women of this 
community who served in the war. 

Due to the foresight of an earl y editor who deposi ted copies of 
his paper in the Library, the file of the Toledo Blade is almost 
complete from 1837 to date. Microfilm copies have been made 
as a precautionary measure and also to save wear on the bound 
volu mes. 

A number of years ago by arrangement with the Public Li­
brary Board of Trustees, the library of the Historical Society of 
Northwestern Ohio was deposited in the Toledo Public Library. 
It is kept as a separate unit but is housed in the Loca l H istory 
Room and used by the public for research. The library includes 
state and county histories, publications of other historical socie­
ties, biographies, accounts of early explorations and other books 
relating to American history. Especially noteworthy is the 32 
volume set of Early Western Travels, edited by Reuben 
Thwaites. This work makes ava ilable reprints of contemporary 
accounts of travel in the middle and far west during the years 
1748 to 1846. 

Among the interesting manuscripts belonging to the Society 
is a deed of gift of land near Detroit from the Ottawa Indians to 
10hn Dodemead dated May 22, 1795. It is signed with the 
picturesque symbols of several Indian chiefs. Another important 
item in this coll ection is the large portrait of Peter Navarre 
painted by William H . Machen. Visitors to the Library are 
always illlerested in the picture of the venerable scout who 
served under William Henry Harrison in the ",,rar of 1812. His 
name is fami liar to many since a park, a street, and a school are 
named for him. 

Much credit for the extent of the holdings of the Society is 
due to the effor ts of Mr. Walter Shennan. He gave generously, 
and his enthusiasm inspired others to contribute to the library. 
After his death a large part of his personal library was presented 
to the Society by Mrs. Shennan. 
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Local History and Genealogy in Toledo Library 

A specialized service in the field of genealogy was made pos­
sible when the bui lding of a new main library provided more 
adequate quarters for research. The books wh ich formed the 
nucleus of the collection included such standard sets as the New 
England Historical and Genealogical Register, the New York 
Genealogical and Biographical Record, the Lineage books of the 
Daughters of the American Revolution, the Pennsylvania 
Archives, and severa l hundred volumes of Revolutionary "Val' 
Records, family histories, books on heraldry, and the origin of 
names. By grants from the Libbey Book Fund and through 
generous gifts fTom groups and individuals, the collection has 
been increased to 3,500 volumes. 

Of especial value is the set of Massachusetts Vital Records in 
which are given the birth, marriage, and deaLh records of nearly 
200 towns. County histories of New York and Pennsylvania, and 
many New England town hisLOries have been added. Fi les of the 
Virginia AIagazine of History and Biography, Tyler's Quarterly 
Historical and Genealogical Magazines, and the William and 
Mary Quarterly provide much of interest to those whose an­
cestors came from Virginia . 

Various motives prompt the pursu it of fam ily history. The 
great interest in hereditary patriotic societies brings many per­
sons to the Library to supplement with facts the meagre in­
forma tion handed down from generation to generation. The 
tradition that great, great-grandfather Jones fought in the Revo­
lution may take many weeks and a great amount of research 
to prove. To others genealogy is a fascinating hobby that leads 
into all sorts of by-paths of history. The increased use of the 
genealogy co llect ion by the people of northwestern Ohio indio 
cates the desirability of enlarging the fac i li ties for research. 

I nterest in genea logy was stimulated by the organization of 
the Association of Historical and Ances tral Societies, a grou p 
made up of patriotic and historica l societies. The purpose ot 
the Association is to coHect books and manuscripts relating to 
the history of this area and to assist in enlarging the genealogy 
collection of the Public Library. 
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Local His/ory and Genealogy in Toledo Library 

A historical library is dependent for much of its success on the 
cooperation of its patrons in helping to locate and collect early 
documents, maps, pictures, manuscripts, and genea logies. The 
Local H istory and Genealogy Room has been fortunate in hav­
ing friends who have been interested in preserving our history. 
We hope that in the future people will consider tI.le Library a 
safe and logical depository for records of the history of the 
Maumee Valley. 



vVinthrop Sargent and the American Occupation 
of Detroit 

BENJAM I N H. PERSHING 

ON JUNE 22, 179.5, the United States Senate ratified the 
treaty with Great Britian that John J ay had negotiated 
the previous year. Among the vexing problems that this 

veteran diplomat had been instructed to solve none was settled 
with more satisfaction to Americans than that relating to the 
posts along the Canadian border which the British had con­
tinued to occu py in violation of the treaty of 1783. The British 
now promised to withdraw all troops before June I, 1796' . T he 
mil itary arrangements for the transfer of the posts in what is 
now the state of Michiga n natura ll y fell to Genera l Anthony 
vVayne, then in command of the American troops in the Old 
Northwest. The inauguration of civil government took place 
under the direnion of Winthrop Sargent, then Acting Gover­
nor of the Old Northwest, a resposibility which devolved by law 
on him as Secretar y at such times as the Governor, Arthur St. 
Clair, was absent from the Territory. It is with the latter that 
this paper is concerned. 

Few events in connection with the history of the Old North­
west have been more grossly misi nterpreted than the course of 
Sargent on this occasion. ' Vri lers of the present day continue to 
repeat errors that in justice to Sargent and out of fidelity to his­
torica l truth need to be corrected. A few of these misconceptions 
on ly need be cited to show the general nature of the errors. One 
wri ter has written, "O n August 13 he [Wayne] reached Detroit, 
to find that before his coming and without orders from Congress, 
th e Secretary of the Northwest Territory, vVinthrop Sargent, 
had vis ited Detroit and erected the county of \ Vayne. 2 Avail­
ing himself of the absence from the Territory of Gov. St. 
Clair Sargent as Acting Governor, had started for the north 
and on August 1.5 had drawn the boundaries of ' Vayne 
County."2 The historian of Detroit has repeated this error. 
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"Gen. St. Clair, Governor of the Terri tory, did not arrive until 
September 5, but Wil1lhrop Sargent arrived earl ier on the scene, 
and on August 15, without any authori ty at ali , he organ ized 
the County of 'Wayne, in honor of General Waync."3 A recent 
widely-publicized biography of "Vayne makes no mention of 
Sargent. but bestows the credit for the erection of Wayne 
County on St. Clair,' Another current biography of Wayne 
states that Sargent was in Detroit previous to the arri va l of 
\Vayne and continues. " In August, without orders from Con­
gress, Sargent, always generOliS and charming, had taken it upon 
himse lf to go to Detroit and to draw up the boundaries of a 
great territory which in the name of the government he had 
christened Wayne County."a While presenting some of the evi­
dence favorable to Sargent, the recent biographer of St. Clair 
yet suggests improper action on the part of Sargent when he 
concludes that "Sargent had taken it upon himsel f to perfonn 
the Governor's part. '" Reference to other writers may be found 
in the notes. The general trend of all is to suggest that Sargent 
acted in haste and without authority and th us provoked implica­
ions that might have led to unfortunate consequences . 

A more candid and impartial examination of the evidence, 
however, places Sargent in a more favorable light, That tension 
existed between St. Clair and Wayne appea rs clear! This was 
not shared by Sargent, who was on more fri endly terms with the 
Genera l. On December 4, 1791, Sargent, who was then in Cin­
cinnati, wrote to Wayne at Greenville a confidential letter 
giving some information concerning personal enemies of the 
General who were not rejoicing over the victory at Fallen 
Timbers.s Later W ayne invi ted Sargent to be present at the 
treaty council about to convene in Greenville. To this invita tion 
Sargent replied on March IS, 1795, expressing his inability to 
attend. His onl y reason for a ttendance would be to pay h is re­
spects to the General in person. T he lack of his horses for trans­
portation would make this impossible.o According to the report 
then current in the west, St. Clair was sick at h is home in 
Ligonier, Pennsy lvania, and hence Oul of the T erritory. This 
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placed on Sargent the responsibility for serving as Acting 
Governor. 

The next spring as Wayne prepared to march to Detroit he 
solicited [he presence of the Secretary. His reasons for doing so 
were slated in a INter to the Secretary of War, J ames McHenry, 
on J uly 22, 1796. He then wrote: Hl 

From the recommendations of the President of the U. S. to Can· 
gress, to make a certain Appropriation for the purpose of extending 
Civil Covernment to Detroit &: its Dependencies as well as from a 
conviction of the expediency &: propriety oC the measure, at this 
Crisis, I have presumed to advise &: invite the Secretary of the Terri­
tory Nort.h West of the Ohio (in the Absence of the Governor) to 
accompany me to Detroit, with offers of accomodation Cor himself &: 
the necessary means of transport for the Records &: expect his arrival 
accordingly in the course of a day or two. 

Sargent accepted the invitation and prepared to journey north. 
Despite the fact that the relations of the Governor and Ge neral 
were no too hannonious it is a valid inference that the invitation 
wou ld have been given to St. Clair had he been in the Territory. 
Whether he would have accepted is another question. 

'Whether or not his duty as Acting Governor would require 
him to go to Detroit had been considered by Sargent in June 
in twO letters addressed to Secretary of State Timothy Picker. 
ing. ll Since he does not ment ion the invilalion of 'Wayne the 
conclusion is that it had nOt yet been received. He d id refer to 

the message of President Washington to Congress on May 25. 
His main anxie ty is the added expense that he would incur. 
Could he be assured of reimbursement? "Ought I to consider the 
immediate Opera lion of Civil Authority at Detroit and the 
other pOSts of so much Importance as to follow the military as 
early as poss ible after their possession; and might I in such a case 
reasonably calculate upon every Facility from Government?" 
The officia l reply from Pickeri ng was not made until August 13. 
No assurance of reimbursement could be given. Previously in 
a private letter of August I I Pickering discussed the matter in a 
manner which was so noncommittal as to lead him to acknowl­
edge that he could be of little help to Sargent, who was then 
already on his way. A portion of his letter may be quoted. 
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It will not be proper for me to advise you in what manner you 
should execute your office, with the duties of which you are better 
acquainted Lhan 1 can be. At the same time it seems obv ious, that by 
the authority of the United States, exercised by the proper organs. 
provision should promptly be made to extend to ou r new fcllow citi­
zens t ile protection and benefi t of the T erritory of which they are 
inhabita nts. The operation of the municipal laws will doubtless be 
indispensable in those new districts. Until such provision shall be 
made, how will crimes be prevellled or punished, or inj ury re­
dressed? 

Since this was written after Sargent had gone to Detroit it could 
not be llsed in his explanation. H ad it been 011 hand. there is 
liule doubt as to what he would have read between th e lines. 

The British ,evacuated Fort Lernault at Detroit on ] uly II. 

Possess ion was at once taken by a small detachment of Americans 
under Captain Moses Porter. Two days later Colonel J. F. H am­
lranck arrived and assumed command. Not until August 13 did 
\Vayne and Sargen t reach the place. On August 15 Sargent 
erected Wayne County. While at Detro it the most friendly rela­
t ions existed between Vlayne and Sargent. The Secretary took 
pains to extend every possible courtesy to the General. Wayne 
rema ined at Detroit until November 17. He then started his 
return to the east but died at Erie, Pennsylvan ia, on December 
15. 1796. 

The boundaries o f the new county were most extensive and 
included parts of what are now th e Slates of Ohio, Indiana, 
lllinois, Wisconsin, in add it ion to the present state of Michigan. 
The proclamation read as followsY 

To all persons to whom these Presents shall come-Greeting. 
Whereas by an Ordinance o f Congress of the thirteenth day of Jul y. 
one thousa nd seven hu ndred and Eighty seven for the Settlement of 
the T erritory of the United States Northwest of the River Ohio, it 
is directed that for the due Execution of Process civil and criminal. 
the Governours shall make proper Divisions of the said T erritory 
and proceed from time to time as circumstances may require to lay 
ou t the same into Counties and Townships-and whereas it appear­
ing to me that a new County should immediately be erected to in­
clude the settlements at Detroit etc I do hereby ordain and order 
that all and singular the Lands lying and being within the following 
boundaries viz-beginn ing 
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At the mouth of the Cayahoga river upon Lake Eric, and with the 
sa id river to the portage between it and the Tuscarawa branch of the 
Muskingum thence down the said branch to the Forks at the carry­
ing place above Fort Lawrencc----thence by a West Line to the eastern 
Boundary of Hamilton County (which is a due North line from the 
lower Shawonese Town upon the Sciota River) thence by a line west 
northerly to the southern part of the portage between the miamis 
of the Ohio and the St Mary's river- thence by a l ine west northerly 
to the Southwestern part of the portage between the Wabash and 
the Miamis of Lake Erie, where Fort 'Wayne now sta nds-thence 
by a line westnortherly to the most southern part of Lake Michigan 
-thence along the western shore of the same to the Northwest part 
tllereo( (including the Lands upon the streams emptying into the 
said Lake) thence by a due north Line to the territorial Boundary in 
Lake Superior and, with the said Boundary through Lakes Huron, 
S1. Clair, and Erie to the mouth of the Cayahoga river, the place of 
Beginning-Shall be a Cou nty, named, and henceforth to be styled 
the County of Wayne-which said county shall have and enjoy aU 
and singular the Jurisdiction, rights, Liberties, Privileges and Im­
munities whatsoever to a County appertaining and which any other 
county that now is, or hereafter may be erected and laid out shall 
or ought to enjoy conformably to the ordinance of Congress before 
mentioned, 

Sargent named th e various officials, instituted courts, and took 
steps to adjust the land claims that were in as great confusion 
as he had found them at Kaskaskia and Vincen nes in 1790," 

With his characteris tic energy, which led him to shrink from 
no hazardous journey that he felt duty demanded, Sargent 
then proceeded north to Mi ch ilimackinac. American troops 
were already in possession of this post. Sargent especially felt it 
adv isable to meet with the nu merous Indians assembled here. 
H e believed that it would be helpfu l to in form them a to their 
new masters. H is Indian policy that insisted that justice and 
humanity should comrol the whites in all relations with the 
Ind ians who, in turn, must be peacefu l and lawab iding is re­
flected in his address. In part, he spoke as follows,u' 

I am now from a long Journey and before I have rested from the 
Fatigues of the same I must begin another upon the business of the 
fifteen great Fires-so that I have but little time to talk to you ___ , 
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Major Burbeck he is sent La this Post-A good Warrior, whose Duty 
and will is to prevent harm or Misch ief of any kind being done by 
the White People La H is Red Children; and also to prevent Inj uries 
of any kind being offered to the Whites-

There is a certain Liquor you call Milk. which when taken in 
small Quantities may not be bad, but in Excess makes Fools, and 
very Bad Men of the Red and \'Vhite People- 'Ve will not however 
admit this as an Excuse for any Mischief which the White People, 
may when drunk commit upon you-your Canoes, your Fishing 
Tackle, your Cornfields, your Horses, Cattle or other property or to 
the Persons of Yourselves, Wives or Children-

lvJajor Burbeck with Mr. Adamhar and Mr. Young whom 1 have 
especially appointed for the purpose and given them Commissions 
accordingly under the great Seal of the TerriLary, will upon Com­
plaints made to them always see J ustice done to you ; And at the 
same time it is their special Duty La see Justice done to the ·White 
People; And if any of your foo lish Young Men shall commit upon 
them any injuries whatsoever, they must and will be forced to make 
reparations. 

Take my Caution my Children and Observe it, And let me recom­
mend to you to go home when we now part and attend to your 
Cornfields and Your H un ting-This is particularly desired by your 
Fathers, because they know it will make you happy. 

''''hile Sargent at Detroit was performing these official acts St. 
Clair had recovered fro m his illness and prepared to return to 
his government. ' Vhen he reached Pi ttsburgh he was informed 
by Captain Pierce of the movements of Sargent. The next day 
(Augus t 15) he wrote Sargent as follows: le 

Yesterday I met with Captain Pierce, from Fort ' ·Vashington, and 
by him I learned that you were gone to Detroit. Should the object of 
that journey be of a public nature, I wish that it had not been un­
dertaken, fo r tomorrow I shall be in the T erritory, and then the 
powers of the Governor, which devolve upon the Secretary in his 
absence, will cease as to you, yet it may happen that both you and me 
are discharging the duties of that office at the same time, and, of 
course, the acts of one must be void. I think it unfortunate further, 
as no orders had been received, at least by me, to extend the civil 
au thority to that q uarter. 

At the time of writing this letter St. Clair planned to go to the 
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Illinois country and take in Det roit on his way back. H e would 
bring with him the seal of th e Terri tory which would be needed 
at Detroit. St. Cla ir assumed thi s had been left at Cincinnati . 

When he reached Cincinnati St. Clair addressed another letter 
to Sargent on August 28. n The in formation he had nO\\l received 
would fo rce him to cancel the projected IHi nois visit. H e would 
come at once to Detro it to meet with Sargem and val idate the 
acts of the Secretary. H is fa ilure to find the sea l at Cincinnati 
had forced him to reson to doubtful expedients to give a show of 
legali ty to his acts. Befo re he finished his letter he learned that 
Sargent had gone to Michilimackinac. The governor cou ld not 
tarry at Detroit (should he go there) and yet be at P ittsburgh 
on October 24 for the land sales to be held th ere. H ence he 
would leave in ten days and ascend the Ohio. The Secretary of 
the T reasury had req uested th e presence of either the Governor 
or the Secretary a t ulese sales. III T hese developments kept St. 
Clair from visiting Detroit in 1796. 

To these letters Sargent replied on September 20. 1' This letter 
contains his defense of his acts, the subject in wh ich we arc now 
interested. H e (e lt th e ietlers "intended as very severe repri. 
mand." His previous record should have saved him from "the 
implications of censure from your Excellency." Then he 
summed up his reasons (or the Detroit journey and his acts wh ile 
there. 

I believed the Ordinance of Congress for OliT Government-the 
Presidenf's Message to the $cnate and House of Representatives, and 
the pressing necessities of the people as represented to me by the 
Commander of the Anny with his u rgent application in pri nt, all 
combined to make it ind ispensably incumbent upon me. 

H e had bel ieved tha t the law constituted the Secretary the 
keeper of the sea l and of the records. There had been no inten· 
tion to "contravene Your Excell ency's p urposes." H e had been 
hun by the tOne of the Governor's messages. " I n all my publ ic 
and private rela tions towards you, Sir, I have the pleasing con­
sciousness of conducting myself in honour, delicacy, and in­
genuously-therefore, not to have merited the shadow of cen· 
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sure." Sargent ca lled attention to the desirability of Congress 
taking action to prevent the embarrassments that St. Clair 
charged wou ld arise from both of them per£orming the acts of 
the Executive at the same time. He had been the victim of un­
merited and vicious atlacks on th is account a t a previous time." 

Did the habitual impetuosity and quick temper of Sargent 
lead him to misconstrue the intent of St . Clair? A gl impse of the 
mind of the Governor may be secured [rom his letter to James 
R oss on September 6.:1 After referring to the work of Sargent at 
Detroit he cont inued: "T hat circumstance gives me satisfaction, 
though I am displeased at all the proceedings generall y, for it 
was not my intention to have moved in the business until I had 
received the directions of the President, which I had reasons to 

expect; and two Governors at one and the same time in the same 
country (a nd perhaps counteracting each other) must impress 
the new subjects u nfavorably, with respect to lhe government 
they have fa ll en under. " That he d id not intend a reprimand 
is clear [rom his letter to Sargent on December 1.2t 

Little is known of the reaction in Philadelphia to the Detroit 
affa ir. One glimpse comes from a source that is not beyond 
question, as the wriler, Samuel Hodgdon, was a business asso­
ciate of Sargent and no friend of the Governor. Writing on 
August 8, he reponed a conversation with Pickering in wh ich 
the head of the cabinet was reported as saying that " the thing 
had been timely thought o[ and proposed."23 

It is now in order to ana lyze the defense offered by Sargent. 
As noted, he defended his courses on three grounds: the appea l 
of General Wayne, the Ordinance of 1787. and the message of 
the President to Congress. 

The invitation of Wayne has been considered. It clearly shows 
that Sargent was invited to Detroit by the highest military 
authority in the west, who believed his presence was indispens­
able. 

T he Ordinance of 1787 was intended to apply to all parts of 
the T erritory. There was noth ing to ind icate that mi li tary law 
should prevail in any section unless a state of insubordination 
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and invasion rendered this unavoidable. H ere was a part of the 
Territory that otherwise wou ld have been under the control of 
the army. Military rule as Sargent well kne\v was harsh and ar· 
bitrary. What course should he pursue? The absences of St. Clair 
had frequently been prolonged. Sargent did not know when he 
would return. It appeared to him, therefore, to be his duty to go 
to Detroit and set up civ il government there at once so that the 
inhabitants might enjoy the privileges and blessings of Ameri­
can institutions. Such was his interpretation of his duty, and he 
acted without hesitation. 

On May 25, 1796, President \Vashington sent this recom­
mendation to Congress.'· 

The measures now in operation for taking possession of the posts 
of Detroit and ~'[ichilimackinac render it proper that provision 
should be made for extending to these places and any others alike 
circumstanced the civil aut hority of the Northwestern Territory. 
To do this will requ ire an ex pense to defray which the ordinary 
salaries of the governor and secretary of that Territory appear to 
be incompetent. 

The forming of a new county, or new counties, and the appoint· 
ment of the various officers, which the just exercise of government 
must require, wi ll oblige the governor and secretary to visit these 
places, and to spend considerable time in making the arra ngements 
necessary for introducing and establishing the government of the 
United Stales. Congress will consider what provision will in this case 
be proper. 

Congress took no action on this recommendation, as the letter 
of Pickering of August discloses. 

This message is open to the in terpretation that St. Clair 
placed upon it. Yet a careful reading will show that such a man 
as Sargent in the situation in which he found himself could also 
find sa nction fo r doing what he did. The request of the Presi­
dent for an appropiation was an indication that civil govern­
ment should be set up. Normally this would be done by the 
Governor of lhe T erritory or in his absence by the Acting Gov­
ernor. One might conclude, as St. Clair did, that the territorial 
execu tive shou ld await expliCit orders from the President. Or he 
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might decide, as did Sargent, that the exigencies of the situation 
demal).ded the establishment of civil government as soon as the 
posts were in the possession of the Americans. Especially would 
!.his be the case when the posts were in an area already covered 
by the Ordinance of 1787 and hence within the normal juris­
diction of the territorial officials . As Acting Governor in the 
absence of St. Clair Sargent accepted this latter interpretation 
and considered this obligation as devolving upon himself. 

It is possible to contend that 'Vayne had no authority to ex­
tend the invitation to Sargent and have civi l government set up 
at once. Even so, it was sent to Sargent by one whose authori ty he 
was not disposed to question. If there was no authority for ex­
tending the invitation the responsibility rested with Wayne and 
not with Sargent. The General and not the Acting Governor 
should be held responsible for usurpation of power. Whatever 
may be the conclusion on this point, the evidence substantiates 
the position that Sargent went as one whose presence had been 
solicited, not as one who unbidden rushed in to gratify his pride 
and vanity even at the risk of usurpation of authority. 

There is evidence that Sargent was reluctant to make the 
journey and would have been happy had St. Clair been in the 
Territory. This is contained in a letter of his to Secretary of 
State on August 9, 1796, written while he was on his way to De­
troit. 25 "I am really sorry that the Governor was not in the 
Territory to perform the Duties essential at and about Detroit." 
The burden of proof rests with those who would question the 
sincerity of this statement. ''''hen the Secretary thought of the 
hazards of the journey and the additional expense with the un­
certainty of reimbursement he would have rejoiced to have been 
spared the task on which he had embarked. 

Thus the evidence does indicate that Sargent has not deserved 
the adverse criticism that has been heaped upon him. It does 
not nullify the fact that an undesirable situation was created by 
the arrival of St. Clair in the Territory while the Secretary as 
Acting Governor was at Detroit performing such important acts. 
This, however, was due to the difficulties of communications 
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and transportation in that day. For the existence of these Sargent 
must not be held responsible. Whatever he did was done out of 
a conscientious conviction that it was his duty as he saw it and 
as others of high rank in the TerritOry at the same time also con­
ceived it. Undoubtedly the willing disposition of Sargent to act 
energetically and promptly as Acting Governor did strengthen 
the charges hurled against him. H e was, al so, very anxious to 

appear zealous and capable, as he hoped that a manj[estation of 
his abili ties migh t gain promotion for him. Whether under 
exist ing circumstances the presences of the Governor in one part 
of the Territory while the Secretary functioned as Acting Gov­
ernor in ano ther part would invalidate the acts of the latter is 
a lega l question t.hat was never detennined by the courts. In the 
summer of 1790 Sargent so acted at Vincennes while St. Clair 
was in Cincinnati assisting genera l H armer in preparation for 
the Indian campaign of that year. The fact that St. Clair had 
directed Sargent so to act would not be a differentiating factor of 
sufficient weight. Had the Governor in 1796 given proper con­
sideration to his acts in 1790 he would have spared himself much 
anxiety and Sargent undeserved attacks which have impugned 
his motives. 
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